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Chairman’s Introduction

Well  that  is  another  year  of  recording 
butterflies  and  moths  and  all  the  various 
activities which go with it.  How did we do?

We  did  exceptionally  well!   The  most 
outstanding  contribution  to  the  conservation 
movement  has  to  be  the  publication  of  our 
“Atlas of Butterflies in Highland and Moray”. 
This is an achievement which could not have 
been possible without the collaborative effort 
of the small dedicated team who spent so long 
putting  the  whole  project  together.   Thank 
you all concerned.

Of  course  the  task  was  made  possible  only 
with the use of records sent in by all who read 
this  Newsletter  and  a  great  many  more 
organizations  and individuals  who selflessly 
share their data for our benefit.   Keep those 
records coming!

We should not forget the amazing efforts of 
our prime fund raiser, Tony Mainwood, who 
pulled the whole Atlas project together while 
juggling  moth  trapping  events,  moth 
workshops,  finance,  organising  MapeMate 
training days and being secretary at the same 
time.  Thank you Tony. 

Atlas of Butterflies in Highland 
and Moray

Highland Branch has just completed work on 
their  new  butterfly  atlas.  Launched  at  the 
Scottish Members day at the end of October it 
documents  the  distribution  of  30  species  of 
butterflies  in the period 1980 – 2007 in  the 
area covered by Highland Branch.  It is based 
on some 40,000 records contributed by over 
750 recorders.  It presents a snapshot of our 
current knowledge and a baseline for studying 
changes and trends in the future.

Individual  species  accounts  give  notes  on 
general  status  and distribution  together  with 
population trends, habitat, flight period, larval 
foodplants,  appearance  and  behaviour.   A 
chapter  describes  and  maps  the  range-
expansion  of  four  species  during  the  recent 
period.

A  collection  of  photographs  shows  the 
attractiveness  of  many  of  our  resident 
butterflies as well as giving an indication of 
the differences between some of the species 
that can be tricky to tell apart at first sight.

It was particularly pleasing to do the launch 
on  SNH  premises  since  they  provided 
substantial funding to enable its production to 
go  ahead.   Priced  at  £4  it  is  available  to 
members  at  a  discount  price  of  £3  plus  £1 
p&p.  Please send orders with a cheque made 
out  to  Butterfly  Conservation  Highland 
Branch to Tony Mainwood, 13 Ben Bhraggie 
Drive, Golspie, Sutherland KW10 6SX.

The future – 2009

2008  will  be  a  hard  act  to  follow so  I  am 
expecting  a  slightly  less  hectic  journey 
through this year now that the Atlas has been 
published.   We  will  be  running  workshops 
and field trips and would encourage you all to 
try  to  come along and meet  other  members 
and enjoy yourselves.  

                1



Butterfly Conservation Highland Branch - Newsletter No. 1  4 - 2009  

Records  for  our  next  atlas  are  just  as 
important  now,  as  in  the  lead  up  to 
publication, so I would still encourage you to 
go out and look for new sites for butterflies 
and moths as the “early years” are sometimes 
short of records.  The joy of discovering your 
own patch  cannot  be  overstated  as  it  really 
brings home to one the contribution you are 
making.  Happy hunting.

Jimmy McKellar

Polmaily Transect
Balnain, Glenurquhart

My  husband  Ron  and  myself  Dot,  were 
introduced to the world of butterfly transects 
last  year,  at  the ripe old age of 69.  Having 
seen  a  small  poster  on  the  news  board  in 
Drumnadrochit, asking for volunteers to help 
with  a  butterfly  survey,  I  rang  the  then 
Highland Ranger Mairi Nicolson and said we 
would be interested in helping.
 

Dingy Skipper - Dot Ruston

We attended the introductory meeting held at 
The Gun Lodge, Ardersier with Tom Prescott 
giving us a talk and slideshow on the species 
that we may encounter and as the weather was 
favourable  we  duly  walked  the  Ardersier 
transect but with no great success.
 
Mairi came along with us on the first transect 
at  Polmaily,  which is  approx.  1.5km  in 
length, to  show  us  and  several  other 
volunteers  the  points  where  each  section 
finished and as we had picked a good weather 

day we soon found one or two of the LBAP 
species  such  as  Dingy  Skipper  and  Pearl-
bordered Fritillary, which we as novices, had 
never before seen.
 
In that first season our excitement increased 
as we were able to identify for ourselves, by 
netting and with the aid of the BCSC leaflets, 
which  of  the fritillaries  we had spotted  and 
the differences between the whites.
 
Unfortunately for us,  our activities  were cut 
short last year by forestry work in mid August 
and  we  were  unable  to  walk  the  track  for 
several  weeks,  but the Highland Ranger  did 
manage  to  keep  the  survey  going  on  our 
behalf.

 Dark Green Fritillary – Dot Ruston

When we did  get  back  in  we found all  the 
growth  at  the  side  of  the  track  had  been 
strimmed  back  to  make  way  for  the  heavy 
vehicles  involved  in  the  logging  operations 
and  again  this  year,  there  has  been 
maintenance work which has resulted in the 
track being widened by half its width again.
 
2007 was obviously our best, since it was our 
first and most magical.  This year we have not 
had such a good count.  The Dingy Skipper 
we only saw briefly,  spbf, pbf and dgf were 
all there this year but not such large numbers 
and  the  Common  Blue  count  was  much 
lower.  Due  to  a  buddleia  having  found  its 
way on  to  the  transect  we had  lots  of  Red 
Admiral and Peacock in early September.
 

                2



Butterfly Conservation Highland Branch - Newsletter No. 1  4 - 2009  

Common Blue – Dot Ruston

We  are  looking  forward  to  next  year  with 
anticipation, if our eyesight holds out!!
 
Dot Ruston

Just Sleeping?

You may recall I printed a photograph of a 
hibernating Small Tortoiseshell taken in the 
autumn of 2007 which had chosen the 
unlikely position inside a recessed lamp 
within a ceiling at Inverness College.  On the 
14th of January 2009 it was still there with 
antennae still held erect which possibly 
indicates it is still alive though it seems very 
unlikely it was going anywhere until spring.  

I obviously cannot get close to this insect as it 
is at ceiling level but it looks as though it 
could still be alive.  This led me to speculate 
that it might be the first instance of a butterfly 
which is going to over-winter for 2 winters or 
it may have succumbed to the heat.  So is it 
“just sleeping” or is it desiccated?  I suspect 
the latter but hope for the best.

Jimmy McKellar 

Yellow is Attractive

From a colleague at work I learnt that 
“Yellow is Attractive”.

It has long been know that the colour yellow 
attracts insects, so the following photograph 

holds no real surprises.  It was taken in early 
August which is just the right time for the 
second wave of Small Tortoiseshells to 
emerge.

The photographer’s sea kayak is a very bright 
shade of yellow and he has told me before 
that he occasionally had bumble bees coming 
up to the boat whilst he has been about 1km 
offshore(!) - Usually whilst the whins are in 
bloom.  So if you want to attract insects and 
butterflies in particular to your garden you 
may well be advised to plant bright yellow 
flowering plants.

Yellow attractant - Dave Stewart

Jimmy McKellar

New Year Thoughts

How  much  do  you  really  know  about 
butterflies  and  moths?   I  asked  myself  this 
question and was surprised just how much I 
do know.  However  I  was  also surprised at 
how much I thought I knew and how much I 
do  not  know.   Still  I  can  always  learn. 
Emergence dates, what a particular caterpillar 
feeds  on,  how  long  pupation  takes,  what 
parasitises what, the names of all the plants. 
The list is very long.

How much should we know? 
Well, to enjoy a walk in the countryside and 
know what you see is usually enough for most 
people but if you go that little bit further you 
gain an insight into what was just a butterfly 
becoming an early butterfly, or a butterfly in 
the wrong place, or even one with a peculiar 
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colouring.   So  timing,  location  and  jizz  all 
count  as added interest  features.   What  else 
counts?   Location?   Grid  references  help 
pinpoint  location  and of course to  get  them 
what better method than reading a map.  So 
that  is  another  skill  you  will  pick  up  and 
mighty handy it is too.  Of course you might 
want  to  help  us  with  our  distribution  maps 
and therefore record the event in a notebook 
or on a computer spreadsheet.  I could go on 
but I expect you can see where this is leading, 
the  more  you  know  the  more  you  want  to 
know and the more diverse and interesting the 
subject becomes.  To give this line of thought 
a slight twist now consider the wow factor, do 
you get it when you see your first butterfly of 
the season?  I suppose that depends on what it 
is but more importantly do you gain a level of 
enjoyment,  a  certain  good  feel  factor  from 
butterflies  and  moths.   They  can,  and  do, 
enhance the experience of a country stroll and 
can be good indicators of not only the health 
of our countryside but also they can actually 
benefit ones own health by getting us out in 
the fresh air and giving us mental stimulation.

What happens if you go for your chosen walk 
and  are  unfortunate  enough  to  either  get 
soaked  and  miserable  or  simply  see  no 
butterflies?   Tricky  one  this,  but  I  would 
suggest  you  read  the  weather  forecast  first 
(new  skill?),  invest  in  waterproofs 
(therapeutic retail shopping trip) or if you are 
inclined,  go  by  bicycle,  you  stand  a  much 
better chance of getting home before the rain 
and have the added benefit of getting healthy 
and being able to stop just about anywhere to 
look  at  the  insects.   Above  all  get  out  and 
enjoy this wonderful country of ours after all 
it is free, healthy, better than the telly and you 
might just loose those extra ounces you put on 
over Christmas. 

I know what I will  be doing this summer – 
have you made your plans yet?

Jimmy McKellar

The Joys of Moth-trapping! -
A personal view.

Five years ago I enthusiastically entered the 
world of moths when I acquired a Robinson 
moth trap and started to regularly light trap in 
my garden at weekends.  At that time I was 
lucky  enough  to  be  living  in  rented 
accommodation amongst secluded woodland, 
away  from  settlements  and  street-lights  – 
perfect for getting good catches of moths.  I 
was regularly joined at my trapping sessions 
by my partner Hilary and my son Rowan.  In 
those  early  days  there  was great  excitement 
opening up the trap in the morning since we 
had no idea what to expect and nearly all the 
moths we found were new to us.  The air was 
filled with cries and exclamations as we found 
our  first  Poplar  Hawk-moth,  Kentish  Glory, 
Peppered  Moth  or  Purple  Thorn.   We were 
amazed  at  their  beauty  and  the  variety  of 
sizes, shapes, colours and textures.  And not 
just of these more stunning species but nearly 
all  the  moths  we  encountered.   Even  those 
that looked at first sight to be dull and brown, 
upon  closer  inspection  –  necessary  to  get 
identification  -  showed  beautiful  subtle 
colours  and  markings.   We  were  well  and 
truly hooked and on a steep learning curve. 
For me, the trapping became the highlight of 
weekends, which was just as well because it 
took  up  a  significant  amount  of  time.   It 
would take us anywhere up to four and a half 
hours to go through the trap and identify all 
the moths (our record catch was 313 moths in 
one night and our record number of species 
was  57).   Naturally,  as  we  became  more 
familiar  with  the  moths,  we  sorted  through 
them more quickly.   The local birds learned 
that a supply of tasty morsels could be found 
in the morning in the grass around the trap, 
and so I started getting up at first light – and I 
can tell you that’s very early in the summer - 
to rescue the moths by gathering them up into 
pots  for  later  identification.   On  the  days 
when there were too many moths to pot up, I 
had  to  identify  them  there  and  then  before 
going  back  to  my  bed.   Just  as  well  I  was 
never one for weekend lie-ins! 
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We trapped moths regularly for the next four 
years  at  this  house,  by  which  time  we  had 
recorded 211 species of macro-moth.  Not bad 
for  one  garden.   After  four  years  we  were 
getting familiar with most of the species but 
we  never  lost  the  anticipation  of  finding 
something new and of course there were quite 
a few species that had to be re-learned every 
year,  especially  with  my  ageing  memory! 
There  was  also  the  interest  of  comparing 
species,  numbers and flight periods between 
one year and another.  I have to admit though 
that  there  is  nothing  to  beat  the  delight  of 
seeing a beautiful moth for the first time. 
After  four years,  Hilary and I  moved house 
but our new abode was similarly secluded and 
sited  amongst  woodland.   We  continued  to 
trap regularly and whilst perhaps not as rich 
for  moths  as  the  previous  garden,  we set  a 
new record by one morning finding as many 
as 589 moths in and around the trap.  There 
was also the added interest of comparing this 
garden and its moth community with the last. 
Then,  in  May  of  this  year,  came  potential 
moth-trapping disaster....
Hilary had earlier persuaded me that it made 
financial  sense to  buy our  own house.   We 
couldn’t afford a rural property with a garden 
and so eventually found ourselves in a middle 
of town flat with no garden.  That scuppered 
my moth-trapping habit  of the previous five 
years.   For  a  while  I  tried  trapping  in  my 
Dad’s  garden  in  the  same  town  but  he 
suffered  from being  overwhelmed  by bright 
street-lights.   I  was  only catching  about  ten 
moths per night and although 2008 was a poor 
spring for moths  everywhere,  I  was used to 
catching a darn sight more than that!  Mind 
you, even with such paltry hauls, I did catch a 
species  that  I’d  never  seen  before.   It  was 
Scarce  Tissue,  a  rarely  recorded  moth  in 
northern  Scotland  and a  first  record  for  the 
Moray vice-county.  Anyway, apart from this 
one highlight I began to despair that I wasn’t 
going to have a decent regular  trapping site 
this  year.   But  then  I  hit  upon  the  idea  of 
trapping at a small RSPB nature reserve just 
several miles from my home.  The first time 
we  trapped  there,  at  the  start  of  July,  we 
caught 225 macro-moths of 38 species.  Now 
you’re talking!  It got even better.   On July 

28th, we notched up 661 macro-moths of 60 
species,  a new personal  best!   I  have run a 
trap there most  weekends this  season and it 
has  been  great  fun.   Apart  from  our  own 
pleasure, it is good to be collecting records for 
the reserve.  Okay, it’s not as convenient as 
trapping in our own garden in terms of time, 
effort  and  expense  (when  the  petrol  prices 
were at their highest it cost £3.50 per night in 
generator fuel) but every time we open up the 
trap  we  have  the  excited  anticipation  of 
perhaps finding a new species for the reserve 
or  even  a  species  that  we  have  never  seen 
before, anywhere!  And because each species 
of moth flies only at a particular period of the 
year, the species in the trap change from week 
to  week.   The  constant  change  and  the 
anticipation  of  finding  something  exciting 
keep  our  enthusiasm high.   There  are  some 
folk who have been trapping in their gardens 
for twenty or thirty years and never get tired 
of it. 
So go on, get yourself a trap and discover the 
joys  of  garden,  or  single  site,  trapping  for 
yourself.   Don’t  forget  to  send  all  your 
records  to  your  local  vice-county  recorder 
who will also be happy to give you advice and 
support.   Recorder  contact  details  can  be 
found  on  www.mothscount.org  or  Google 
“moth recorders”.

Pete Moore 
pete.moore@rspb.org.uk 

Field Observation

The  following  is  a  field  observation  which 
may  add  to  our  knowledge  of  butterfly 
movement:   On  8  September  2008,  many 
Peacock  Inachis io were flying on the lower 
parts  of  the  path  to  Ben  Wyvis  from  near 
Garbat.  I continued to see them at intervals as 
I climbed the ridge to An Cabar, the highest 
being at 887m.  There appeared to be a major 
dispersal  of  Peacock  in  the  area  that  day, 
many of the insects  flying  fast  and straight, 
but  in  no  common  direction.   This  is  the 
highest altitude at which I have seen Peacock, 
my previous record being at 560m in Gleann 
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na Sguaib (Freevater) on 4 April 2007.  I have 
seen  Red  Admiral  Vanessa  atalanta at  the 
summit of Eididh nan Clach Geala (926m) on 
18 June 2000.
 
Murdo Macdonald

SNH Grant

Highland  Branch  is  fortunate  to  be  able  to 
acknowledge  that  we  received  an  "end  of 
financial  year"  grant  in  April  2008  from 
Scottish Natural Heritage to buy some much 
needed equipment. The grant met 50% of the 
cost,  the  other  50%  matched  by  Highland 
Branch.

Assich Forest – habitat record 

We  bought  two  "point  and  shoot"  digital 
cameras  for  habitat  recording  purposes  and 
for use at Branch events. These have already 
proved very useful.
In addition we bought butterfly frames,  nets 
and handles  for our species distribution and 
recording,  and  plastic  pots  for  viewing 
butterflies  and  moths  which  we  catch  for 
identification.  These  are  a  real  bonus  when 
we have moth nights or go on field trips, as 
they  give  those  who  may  be  new  to 
identification  a  hands  on  feel  for  butterflies 
and moths.
SNH's contribution is most  welcome.  Thank 
you SNH.

Jimmy McKellar
Chairman, Highland Branch.

Moth Recording in Easter Ross 
(VC 106)

We had one of our most memorable, surreal, 
but unproductive trapping sessions in VC106 
in  April  this  year.   Duncan Davidson, vice-
county recorder for Fife arranged a trapping 
session with the agreement of the local estate 
for the Rannoch Sprawler among the mature 
birches  near  Scatwell  in  Strathconon.   This 
certainly appeared to be suitable habitat.  The 
weather  was  not  inviting  but  we  had  four 
people and seven moth traps in all on a very 
chilly night.  The MV bulbs illuminated the 
trunks of the old birches making an exquisite 
picture  which became even more striking at 
about 10pm as the lights picked out the white 
snowflakes  gently  descending  through  the 
birches!   The  moths  however  were  not 
impressed by this scenic splendour and only 
one, a Common Quaker, deigned to enter one 
of the traps despite one of our number staying 
up until the early hours.

In  contrast  a  trapping  session  organised  as 
part  of  a  Butterfly  Conservation  training 
meeting  near  Garve  in  August  with  Tom 
Prsecott  was  based  on  the  much  more 
civilized approach of putting the traps out for 
the night then going to bed and checking them 
in the morning.  This yielded 80 species for 
VC106  despite  the  rather  cool  and  damp 
weather, very satisfactory.

One of the more unusual visitors to the moth 
trap in Garrick wood this year was a Bordered 
Beauty  which  had  forgotten  its  border 
(illus.1).

Bordered Beauty – Barbara Ballinger
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Roy Leverton,  who kindly confirmed that  it 
was  indeed  a  Bordered  Beauty,  commented 
that  this  type  of  aberration  can  appear 
occasionally.  We continue to try and record 
moths in some of the more remote corners of 
the vice-county and this year we saw several 
Twin-spot  Carpets  including  this  blissfully 
unaware pair pictured on my finger.

Twin-spot Carpets – Barbara Ballinger

I  had  hooked  them out  of  the  heather  as  I 
couldn't work out what this 8 winged creature 
was thrashing about in the vegetation.

VC 106 covers a vast  area and we are very 
dependant  on records  from others,  to whom 
we are very grateful, to build up a picture of 
the moth distribution and any records can be 
sent by email to:

barbara@garrickwood.org.uk.

If other people in Easter Ross would like to 
try their hand with the moth trap we are very 
happy to  lend one  out,  but  it  comes  with a 
government  health  warning – moth  trapping 
can be addictive!

Barbara Ballinger

Report from the West Coast 2008

SUMMARY
It was another interesting year with the north 
west  Highlands  benefitting  from better  than 
average  weather  and  this  resulted  in  good 
numbers of butterflies and moths.  

The  role  of  moth  recorder  for  Wester  Ross 
and  Skye  took  up  a  lot  of  my  time  as  I 
continued the daunting task of entering a large 
backlog  of  records  into  MapMate.   Perhaps 
fortunately  I  have  not  received  as  many 
records from visiting moth  enthusiasts  as in 
the last two years but I was involved in a lot 
of correspondence with regard to verification 
of  records  from earlier  years.   Eventually  I 
was able to submit a first batch of records to 
Les  Hill  at  Butterfly  Conservation's  Head 
Office  so  VCs104 and 105 are  now on the 
preliminary  distribution  maps.   I  have  now 
received  the  data,  via  Les  Hill,  from  the 
various Rothamsted traps in these two vice-
counties.  Tony Mainwood has kindly adapted 
all  this  information  into  a  format  which  is 
easier  to  follow  and  which  will  allow  any 
suspect  records  to  be  queried.   The  Vice 
County moth  recorders  have been given the 
task of validating the Rothamsted records.

BUTTERFLIES
In  2007  there  were  some  surprisingly  early 
butterfly  sightings  during  March  but  2008 
was  even  more  remarkable  with  several 
sightings  during  February.   The  Branch 
website  gave  details  of  4  Red  Admirals,  2 
Small Tortoiseshells and a Peacock in the east 
of the area while in Lochalsh a Red Admiral 
was seen by Davy Croy on 11th February on 
Carr Brae.  Davy was sawing down a Beech 
tree which was considered dangerous having 
lost  a  large  branch  that  had  taken  half  the 
trunk  thickness  with  it.   I  suspected  at  the 
time that the Red Admiral had been disturbed 
from  its  hibernation  site  by  the  chain  saw 
activity.   Subsequently  it  turned  out  to  be 
another  disappointing  year  for  Red Admiral 
but  this  was  compensated  for  by  another 
substantial increase in the number of Peacock 
records.  
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Peacock at rest – David McAllister

Although it was generally considered to be a 
disappointing  year  for  butterflies  the 
exceptionally good weather in the north west 
Highlands  resulted  in  my  total  number  of 
butterfly  sightings  exceeding  that  of  my 
previous  best  total  which  occurred  in  2006. 
This  good overall  total  nevertheless  masked 
the varying fortunes of individual species.  It 
was a very poor year for Green Hairstreak and 
Small  Tortoiseshell,  an  average  year  for 
Common Blue and Meadow Brown, a  good 
year for the three fritillary species, Speckled 
Wood, Scotch Argus and Small Heath and an 
exceptional year for Peacock.

Peacock - Kenny MacKenzie

Despite  the  early  Red  Admiral  sighting  the 
butterfly  season  got  off  to  a  slow  start 
compared with recent years.  Barbara Soutar's 
Small  Tortoiseshell  at  Scalpaidh  on  16th 
April  was  the  next  butterfly  to  be  reported 
whilst  my  only  Small  Tortoiseshell  of  the 
year  was  seen  at  Drumbuie  on  18th  April. 
The only other April sightings reported were 

two  Red  Admirals  and  a  Peacock  seen  by 
Roger  Knight  at  the  Lochalsh  Woodland 
Garden on 20th, single Green-veined Whites 
on  Carr  Brae  on  22nd  and  26th  and  a 
Speckled Wood also on Carr Brae on 30th. 

Orange-tips  were  widespread  during  May 
with  a  good  count  of  c.20  seen  by  Ishbel 
Cameron  on  the  5th  in  the 
Duirinish/Achnandarach  area.   The  flight 
period was typically very short and none were 
reported  after  the  26th  May.   The  Green 
Hairsteak was observed only between the 5th 
and  21st  May and  numbers  were  unusually 
low; singles on four days and two on the 11th. 
There  were  eight  records  of  Peacock  from 
five  sites  during  May including  four  in  the 
Killilan/Glen  Elchaig  area.   At  the  only 
known  Pearl-bordered  Fritillary  site  in 
Lochalsh there were six sightings between 5th 
and 24th May peaking at 13 on the 11th.  The 
last date coincided with a butterfly workshop 
led by Tom Prescott in the newly refurbished 
Dornie Hall.  The field visit in the afternoon 
was  able  to  compare  Pearl-bordered  and 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries at this site as 
well as seeing Small  Heath and a variety of 
day-flying moths.

A Common Blue near Lochalsh Dam on 3rd 
June  was  extremely  early.   Subsequently 
Common Blues were widespread but in low 
numbers.  It was interesting to find two on the 
Sandaig Islands on 8th July during fieldwork 
for the BTO Bird Atlas.  Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillaries  were  present  on  the  Carr  Brae 
transect  from  24th  May  until  29th  July, 
peaking at 24 on 8th June.  There was also a 
report  from  Andy  Law  of  10  at  Kylerhea, 
Skye on 3rd June.  The Dark Green Fritillary 
season  stretched  from  27th  June  until  17th 
August and it was one of my best years for 
this species with a peak of 10 on the transect 
on 29th  July.   The Large  Heath  has  a  very 
local  distribution  in  Lochalsh  and  it  is 
necessary to visit relatively flat areas of wet 
heath to see it.  In most years I don't see this 
species at all but during 2008 I found them at 
three different sites including about ten in the 
Loch Scalpaidh area on National Moth Night 
and Day and one at a new site near Kirkton 
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Bay.   Three  of  my  four  sightings  occurred 
during the first seven days of June, well ahead 
of the recognised flight period.

The  Speckled  Wood  was,  as  usual,  more 
numerous  from July  onwards.   It  is  almost 
certainly  the  most  common  butterfly  in 
Lochalsh  with  the  longest  overall  flight 
period.  In 2008 this stretched from 30th April 
until  25th  September  representing  two, 
possibly  three,  broods.   21  were  counted 
along a short stretch of forestry plantation at 
Sandaig on 8th July.  Green-veined White is 
the  other  contender  for  most  common 
butterfly.  It also has a long flight period.  The 
first sighting was on 22nd April and the last 
on 23rd August with a  short  break between 
broods from 8th June to 3rd July.  Since 1995 
the  date  of  my  last  sighting  has  varied 
between 8th August and 19th September.  

Scotch  Argus  was  as  usual  the  dominant 
butterfly during August.  In contrast to Green-
veined White and Speckled Wood it has quite 
a short flight period.  In 2008 butterflies were 
on  the  wing  from  24th  July  until  9th 
September,  numbers  peaking  at  52  on  my 
transect on 8th August.  For the second year 
running the Small  Heath emerged early (9th 
and  14th  May)  and  was  recorded  through 
until  13th  August,  perhaps  suggesting  that 
two broods are now occurring.

Red Admiral – Dot Ruston

The first offspring of last winter's hibernating 
Peacocks  appeared  on  5th  August  and  this 
rapidly  colonising  species  was  widely 
reported  through  until  5th  October.   There 

were  no  fewer  than  20  records  during  this 
period  in  Lochalsh  and  it  was  the  most 
numerous species on my transect from the 9th 
September  onwards.   A  Peacock  was  also 
seen by Bob MacMillan at Waterloo on Skye 
on  22nd  August.   Red  Admirals  eventually 
turned up in early September and there were 
14  reports  during  the  month.   However  no 
more than three were seen together in contrast 
to the large numbers seen over in the east of 
the region.

MOTHS
Indications  are  that  the  north  west  of  the 
region also had a better moth season than the 
east,  at least until the autumn.  A surprising 
number of species were recorded earlier than 
ever  before:  16  during  May/June  and  10 
during  July/August/September.   This  again 
may  reflect  the  better  than  average  weather 
experienced  in  the  north  west.   I  added six 
species  of  macro-moth  to  my  personal  list 
four of which were new to the Lochalsh area 
and three were possibly new to Wester Ross. 
The most exciting record was of a Bordered 
Grey trapped at Drumbuie by Ishbel Cameron 
on 8th August.  Ishbel recorded this species in 
2004  but  without  a  photograph  the  record 
could  not  be  accepted  as  this  Nationally 
Scarce  A moth  was  well  outside  its  known 
distribution.  It has a very strange fragmented 
range with the heathlands of the New Forest, 
south-east  Dorset,  north-east  Hampshire  and 
north-west Surrey being its main habitat.   It 
also occurs on the mosses of south Cumbria, 
on the Hebridean islands of Canna and Rum 
and on the Ardnamurchan peninsula.  There is 
also  an  isolated  population  at  St  Cyrus  in 
Kincardinshire.   So  it  was  highly  pleasing 
when one turned up again in Ishbel's garden 
on 7th  August  this  year.   Fortunately I  had 
returned  home  from  a  week's  holiday  that 
evening and was able to see and photograph 
the moth the following day.  

Some  usually  common  moths  have  been 
conspicuous by their absence with no reports 
in Lochalsh of Six-spot Burnet, Beech-green 
Carpet,  Barred Red, Pale Prominent,  Bright-
line Brown-eye or Centre-barred Sallow.
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However  it  was  good  to  see  V-Pug,  Pretty 
Pinion and Clouded Silver again after missing 
out on these species last year.

The first  three months  of the year  produced 
only  the  usual  species  and  no  particularly 
significant  numbers  apart  from  10  Yellow 
Horned on 15th and 26th March.  There was 
an exceptionally late Dotted Border on 22nd 
April  which  was  actually  my  first  April 
record  of  this  moth.   Otherwise  the  most 
notable April record was of 15 Red Chestnut 
on the 28th, a total only previously exceeded 
by the 18 on 11th April 2007.

Things  began  to  hot  up  in  May  when  65 
species  were  recorded  in  our  garden,  11  of 
which  were  additions  to  my May checklist. 
These  were  Mottled  Beauty,  Grey  Birch, 
Elephant  Hawk-moth,  Shears,  Marbled 
Coronet,  Broom  Moth,  Chestnut,  Coronet, 
Saxon, Small Dotted Buff and Spectacle.  The 
most notable of these were the Shears on 15th 
May and the Small Dotted Buff on 31st May, 
the flight seasons given for these in Waring 
and Townsend being from late May and late 
June  respectively.   Scorched  Wing  was 
recorded for the fifth year  running with one 
on 23rd May and two on 31st May.  The two 
Grey Birch on 6th May represented only my 
second record of this species.  The only moth 
that  occurred  in  double  figures  during  May 
was Brown Silver-line with 24 on 6th May.

Grey Birch – Brian Neath

For  the  first  time  the  Lochalsh  area 
participated  in  National  Moth  Night  (and 
Day)  which was held on 7th June and traps 

were  set  at  Carr  Brae,  Balmacara  and 
Plockton.  An impressive total of 60 macro-
moth  species  was  recorded  including  Peach 
Blossom, Scorched Wing, Clouded Silver and 
Saxon from my Carr Brae trap.  Two public 
events were organised in conjunction with the 
National  Trust  for  Scotland  and  for  the 
daytime event we targeted Argent & Sable in 
the Loch Scalpaidh  area.   Unfortunately the 
Argent & Sable didn't oblige but we did see 
Clouded  Buff,  Smoky  Wave  and  Common 
Heath  as  well  as  Small  Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary  and  Large  Heath  butterflies.   The 
three  traps  in  the  Lochalsh  Woodland  Park 
were examined  on the Sunday morning  and 
the contents  included Gold Swift,  Scalloped 
Hook-tip, Tawny-barred Angle, Poplar Hawk-
moth, Green Silver-lines and Small Fan-foot. 

Sue  Agnew ran  a  trap  at  Corrieshalloch  on 
National Moth Night and amongst her catch 
were two Clouded Silver, some 53 kilometres 
north of the species' previously known range. 
Other notable moths amongst the 35 species 
trapped  were  Birch  Mocha,  Yellow-barred 
Brindle, Miller and Saxon.

July was another good month with 85 species 
recorded in our garden.  The star moth was a 
Double Lobed on the 29th, a new species for 
Wester  Ross,  and  other  highlights  included 
my  second  record  of  Chestnut-coloured 
Carpet on 26th, a Pretty Pinion on 20th, single 
V-Pugs on 23rd and 29th, a Scotch Annulet 
on  23rd  and  two  Coronet  on  29th.   A 
staggering 213 Magpie were counted on 23rd 
dropping down to a more manageable 38 on 
the  29th.   The  Nationally  Scarce  A  Barred 
Carpet was present throughout the month and 
peaked at 6 on the 23rd.
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Chestnut-coloured Carpet – Brian Neath

Further  Barred  Carpet  and  Scotch  Annulet 
were  seen  on  9th  and  19th  August 
respectively.   August  also  produced  two 
records of Plain Clay (Nationally Scarce B), 
my  first  record  of  Golden-rod  Brindle  on 
19th,  the first  Grey Chi since 2003 on 28th 
and  a  Lempke's  Gold  Spot  on  19th.   Like 
most  of my previous records of this  species 
the Grey Chi  was  found on the wall  of the 
house where it was well camouflaged on the 
white harling.  Another was seen in a similar 
situation on 3rd September.   It  was good to 
have a Small Autumnal Moth attracted to the 
Robinson trap on 19th August and again on 
7th September, well before the emergence of 
the larger Epirrita species. 

Scotch Annulet – Brian Neath

Unlike the Autumnal and November Moths it 
is an infrequent visitor to the garden.  It was 
22nd  September  before  the  first  five 
Autumnal  Moths  appeared  followed  by  4 

November Moths on the 25th.  There were no 
additions to the September checklist this year 
but there was a record count of 29 Yellow-
line Quaker on 25th, well above the previous 
record of 18.  Eight Red-line Quaker on 22nd 
was also a record count for that species which 
is always less numerous than its close relative 
here.  A Feathered Thorn on 22nd September 
was my earliest record of this species to date.

Golden-rod Brindle

On 7th  October  I  had  my first  record  of  a 
Streak  which  was  attracted  to  a  lighted 
window.  This species is apparently common 
in many parts of the Highlands but seems to 
be scarce in Wester Ross.  I have received one 
2005  record  from  Kinlochewe  and  eight 
records  from  Rothamsted  traps  at  Rassal, 
Inverpolly and Beinn Eighe during the period 
1982  to  2002  so  it  would  appear  to  be  far 
from  common  in  this  area.   Otherwise 
October  was  unremarkable,  the  Epirrita 
species  being  the  dominant  moths  of  the 
month with a maximum of 41 on the 5th. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  only  November 
trapping session took place on the 5th and this 
produced  the  first  confirmed  record  of  Pale 
November  Moth  and  a  record  count  of  22 
Scarce Umber.  Pale November Moth is the 
most difficult of the Epirrita family to identify 
and  I  am  grateful  to  Roy  Leverton  for 
confirming  this  individual  from an e-mailed 
photo.   Lighted  windows  attracted  the  first 
December  Moth  on 8th November,  the first 
Northern Winter Moth on 11th November and 
the first Mottled Umber on 16th November.
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Streak – Brian Neath

Only two trapping sessions were carried out 
away from the garden other than on National 
Moth  Night.   This  was  partly  due  to  the 
demands of the British Trust for Ornithology's 
Bird  Atlas  fieldwork  as  I  had  signed up  to 
survey 11 tetrads, twice during the winter and 
twice during the breeding season.  However a 
Yellow-barred  Brindle  was  amongst  11 
species  trapped  at  Kirkton  Cottage  on  23rd 
April  and  a  new  site  at  Reraig  on  24th 
September turned out to be very promising.  It 
produced the first Large Wainscot for the area 
as well as 10 specimens of the ever-popular 
Merveille du Jour and another 19 species.

Merveille du Jour – Brian Neath

There is little  to report  regarding day-flying 
moths.  I saw only one Chimney Sweeper at a 
regular site at Nostie on 6th June but this was 
eight days earlier than my previous best date. 
Smoky Wave, Silver-ground Carpet, Speckled 
Yellow, Small Argent & Sable, Brown Silver-
line,  Common Heath,  Clouded Buff and the 
occasional Silver Y were noted as usual but 
not  in  particularly  large  numbers. 
Unfortunately I missed the South West Ross 
Field Club's  boat trip to Eigg in June when 
large  numbers  of  Transparent  Burnets  were 
seen  and  photographed  along  with  Six-spot 
Burnets.

Finally  a  Death's  Head  Hawk-moth  found 
near a bee-hive at Drynoch on Skye on 21st 
September has caused quite a stir with lengthy 
articles in the West Highland Free Press and 
the  Scotsman.   This  was  the  second  record 
that  I am aware of from Skye,  the previous 
one  being  at  Kensalyre  on  14th  September 
2003.
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                12



Butterfly Conservation Highland Branch - Newsletter No. 1  4 - 2009  

Double Lobed – Brian Neath
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Promoting butterflies and moths 
in Caithness and Sutherland 2008

Further grant funding from SNH has enabled 
Highland  Branch  to  continue  with  the 
programme of public events and school visits 
to promote butterflies and moths in Caithness 
and Sutherland.

 Examining the moth catch at Loch Fleet

Introductory  moth  events  were  organised  at 
Borgie and Durness on the north Sutherland 
coast  and at  Dunnet Bay in Caithness.   The 
Branch  also  participated  in  the  10th 
anniversary  celebrations  for  the  forming  of 
the  Loch  Fleet  National  Nature  Reserve  in 
south-east Sutherland organised by SNH.  On 
this occasion examining the catch in the moth 
trap  from the  previous  night  was  combined 
with a butterfly walk to look for Grayling and 
Dark Green Fritillary in particular. 

Butterfly walk Loch Fleet

Schools visits were made to Bettyhill Primary 
and  Durness  Primary  and  the  enthusiasm 
shown by the pupils was very encouraging. 

National Moth Night - Borgie Bettyhill primary School

Earlier in the summer the Branch had assisted 
at  the  Highland  Eco-Schools  Forum with  a 
stand promoting butterflies  and moths.   The 
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event was attended by over 200 pupils from 
school across Highland.  A large number of 
Butterfly  Conservation  leaflets  were 
distributed  and  butterflies  and  moths  were 
discussed  with  a  lot  of  pupils  and teachers. 
Many of the teachers were keen to know what 
they  could  do  in  their  school  grounds  to 
encourage butterflies to visit so the Butterfly 
Gardening leaflets were particularly useful.

National Moth Night - Borgie Bettyhill primary School

Plans are now being made for similar events 
in 2009.

The Butterfly  Conservation  stand at  the Eco-Schools 
Forum

The Butterfly  Conservation  stand at  the Eco-Schools 
Forum

Eco-Schools Forum, Inverness May 2008

Northern Notes

It’s  been  a  mixed  year  in  Caithness  for 
butterflies, although it’s been a good summer 
up  here  in  comparison  to  the  south.  The 
weather  was  poor  about  late  May and June 
and this was reflected in the low numbers of 
Small  Blue  counted  in  our  regularly 
monitored site.

We have continued with the planting out of 
kidney vetch in both Small Blue locations; at 
the flagstone quarry waste tip and also in the 
dunes  and  forest.   This  is  part  of  a  habitat 
enhancement project funded by the Caithness 
Biodiversity  Group.   The  plants  are  grown 
from  locally  collected  seed  by  a  Caithness 
nursery  and  planted  out  by  the  Caithness 
Countryside Volunteers.
We also now plan to  grow coastal  meadow 
mixes  in  the  council  car  park,  near  the 
Flagstone Heritage trail in Castletown, an area 
of 1,600 square meters.  This lies near one of 
the Small Blue sites and should provide good 
feeding for butterflies and bees.  We will have 
to  remove  kidney vetch from the bought  in 
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mix  as  we  have  a  subspecies  of  the  vetch 
growing here and we don’t want to introduce 
the wrong plant.  It’s quite easy to grow from 
seed and most  of  the  plugs  have done well 
although there has been some encroachment 
within the dunes by the marram grasses.  We 
can only hope for a  warmer spell  next year 
when the Small Blue are on the wing.

Painted Lady and Small Tortoiseshell – Mary Legg

There has been a shortage of painted ladies 
this year with none in our garden at all.  I did 
find  a  few  on  Dunnet  Head  in  a  sheltered 
cutting, even more noticeable by its absence 
is  the  Small  Tortoiseshell.   I  only  saw  a 
handful on the wing and none seem to be over 
wintering in the barn and house.  It seems to 
have been a steady decline and gone are the 
days  when  over  100  over  wintering  adults 
clung to the tower walls at the local church.

To  end on  a  good note  we have  two more 
northerly  records  of  small  copper;  one  seen 
on  the  lighthouse  track  at  Scrabster  and 
another in the village of Reay.  We have also 
had  a  few  records  in  again  of  Peacock 
butterfly

We  also  have  a  new  Caithness  record.   In 
Broubster forest over 20 of the Small  Pearl-
bordered  Fritillary  were  seen  in  the  area  of 
Loch Thormaid between the 5th and 18th of 

speckled Wood 12 May 08 Achvarasdal Mary Legg

June.  I’m sure there will be more localities 
for this butterfly.  It’s just a case of folk being 
out and about in the right place and at right 
time.   Caithness  still  suffers  from  under 
recording.

Mary Legg

A Cri de Coeur from HQ

£100,000 is in sight for the STOP 
EXTINCTION Appeal 

Thanks to the marvelous support of Butterfly 
Conservation  members  we  have  raised  a 
magnificent  £84,000  for  this  appeal. 
However, we need a further £16,000 to meet 
our  ambitious  target  to  stop  further 
extinctions  across  the  UK.   Acknowledging 
the  tremendous  response  to  the Appeal,  our 
Chief  Executive,  Dr  Martin  Warren,  urges 
everyone  who has  not  contributed  so far  to 
support  the  appeal  with  gifts  of  any  size, 
either  by  post  or  made  online.   “Every 
donation,  whatever the amount,  will  make a 
difference.   We  have  conservation  projects 
ready to start immediately, as soon as funding 
is in place”.  

Your  £10  can  become  £40  when  used  to 
match a Sustainable Development Fund grant. 
For example, a study into habitat restoration 
for the Duke of Burgundy in the North York 
Moors  can  now  go  ahead  thanks  to  match 
funding donated by the Yorkshire branch. 
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Please help  STOP EXTINCTION today by 
sending your 40th Anniversary donation to Dr 
Martin Warren, Manor Yard, East Lulworth, 
Wareham,  Dorset  BH20  5QP,  or  go  online 
and  make  a  donation  to  the STOP 
EXTINCTION Appeal at:  
www.butterfly-conservation.org

Black Isle Dingy Skipper

I have long hoped to find a Dingy Skipper on 
the Black Isle side of the Firth and I am now 
delighted to be able to tell you one has been 
seen  and  photographed.   I  have  to  thank 
Sandy Sutherland, who used to live in Brora 
but is now a minister in Fortrose.  He sent the 
attached  photo  and  included  the  following 
comments:-
 
"I attach a picture of a Dingy Skipper for your 
interest.  I have to confess I thought it was a 
moth of some kind!  Until I just happened to 
notice--some  time  later  when  thumbing 
through  a  butterfly  book--that  it  was  a 
butterfly.   It  is  well  named!   Photo  taken 
on 14th June 2007 on the Rosemarkie beach 
near the first cave. "

Dingy Skipper - Sandy Sutherland

Jimmy McKellar

Early Hairstreak

Audrey Turner sent this picture, it is an early 
sighting of her first  Green Hairstreak on 5th 

May  2008  at  about  11.10am.  It  was  on 

moorland with a lot of heather and blaeberry 
up to the west of Aviemore and the A9, just a 

Green Hairstreak – Audrey Turner

bit north of Craigellachie NNR.  The grid ref 
is  NH878133  and  the  height  was  about 
1193ft.  She  attached  a  photo,  of  it  sitting 
posed on a small pine tree.

Jimmy McKellar

Paint your House

White washed walls would appear to attract 
lots of different insects in large numbers, even 
on cold snowy days.  On the 5th of April 2008 
while on a trip to Rogie Falls with HBRG 
(Highland Biological Recording Group) to 
look for a couple of rare and interesting 
biological species, namely the moss 
Buxbaumia viridis, Green Shield-moss and 
the lichen, Peltigera Britannica I noticed the 
white-washed walls of the building had a 
liberal scattering of geometrid moths.  

Find the moss – Jimmy McKellar
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All were inside the building except one which 
was in the “vestibule”.  They would all appear 
to have been the Engrailed from the 
photographs which I took of the ones about 
head height.  The rest though looking similar 
were well out of normal reach.  This species 
is on the wing from mid-April to early-June, 
so these ones would seem to be early on the 
go.  I would expect that if they had just 
emerged there would have been fewer so it 
seems fair to say they may have been out for 
some time.  The weather on this occasion was 
quite chilly with blustery sleet, snow and hail 
showers though little of it was lying on the 
ground.  We did find the moss and the lichen 
which we were able to confirm at two 
different locations.

Jimmy McKellar

Wanted – More Garden Moth 
Recorders in Scotland!

The Garden Moth Scheme 
(GMS) has been running now 
for five years in the West 
Midlands Region with 60 
gardens taking part across six 
counties. Intentionally there 
was no fan-fare to announce 
the start of the scheme, as we 

wanted to keep it quiet while we worked out a 
recording system that was effective. We now 
have a GMS that works and want to expand it 
to a national scheme. 

In  2007  &  2008  this  process  of  expansion 
started and has already been a great success. 
We now have GMS in Wales with 30 gardens 
(GMS Cymru),  South East England with 30 
gardens, East of England with 30 gardens and 
SW England with 20 gardens. As well as this 
we  have  quite  a  few  additional  recorders 
across the country from the Isle of Wight to 
Scotland. In 2008 we will have close to 200 
GMS recorders and we are hoping for another 
big expansion in 2009.

So do you want to join in for 2009? If so, let 
us know – you will be very welcome, we are 
particularly keen on recorders from Scotland 
joining this year. In 2008 we have 5 recorders 
from Scotland, but in 2009 we would like to 
see a big increase.

What do you need to do to take part? You just 
need to count the numbers of common moths 
you see in your moth trap, for one night every 
week from March to November (and you are 
probably  doing  that  already).  The  list  of 
moths consists of about 200 species, common 
in  your  area  and  those  that  are  difficult  to 
identify are intentionally left out. This means 
that  the  GMS  is  open  to  recorders  of  all 
abilities – you don’t have to be an expert, just 
get yourself a moth trap and field guide and 
you  will  be  welcome!  This  is  a  rapidly 
expanding  garden  moth-recording  scheme 
that  measures  the  fortunes  of  our  common 
moths. And to make it even more attractive to 
recorders the GMS now has its own popular 
website,  chat-site,  regular  newsletter,  annual 
report and meeting.

So what have been the results of the five years 
of West Midlands GMS?  We have found that 
some moths including Dot Moth and Garden 
Carpet  are  in  decline  while  others  such  as 
Common Footman and Blair’s Shoulder-knot 
are  increasing.  Preliminary  results  for  2008 
are already quantifying just how bad a second 
wet summer has been for moths. But are these 
just  short-term changes  and is  this  reflected 
across  the  whole  country?  To  answer  these 
questions  we  need  more  moth  recorders 
throughout  the  British  Isles.   If  you  count 
moths in your back garden and want to make 
a  real  difference  to the future of moths  and 
our environment then get in touch with us to 
sign up for the 2009 recording season. 

So, get in touch straight away if you want to 
join the GMS from Scotland – your  records 
will be really valuable.

Dave Grundy, 5, Melrose Avenue, Woodfield 
Road,  Sparkbrook,  Birmingham,  B12  8TG. 
Tel:  0121-446-5446,  Email: 
dgcountryside@btinternet.com
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Chairman 
Mr Jimmy McKellar
24 Scorguie Gardens
INVERNESS
IV3 8SS
Tel:  01463-241185
E-Mail  jimmy.mckellar@btopenworld.com

Secretary
Mr Tony Mainwood

Treasurer
Mr Alex Stewart

Committee Member
Mr Colin Ridley

Committee Member
Mr David W McAllister

Committee Member 
Mr Bill Slater

Moth recorders:
All  current moth recorders can be found on 
these websites: 
County Moth Recorder List (County Format) 
http://www.mothscount.org/site/images/storie
s/CountyMothRecorderListCountyformat.pdf

County Moth  Recorder  List  (Vice  -  County 
Format)
http://www.mothscount.org/site/images/storie
s/CountyMothRecorderListVicecountyformat.
pdf

Butterfly Recorder
Dr David Barbour
125a High Street
ABERLOUR
Banffshire
AB38 9PB

Butterfly Conservation is a charity registered in England & 
Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268)

Butterfly Conservation
Company limited by guarantee, registered in 

England (2206468)
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, 

Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) 

and in Scotland (SCO39268)
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