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Welcome to Chequered Skipper 2020 
by Pete Moore, Branch Chairman 

Here we are at the start of another butterfly and moth season – a time to reflect on last 
year’s highlights and accomplishments but also look ahead and wonder what 2020 has 
in store for us. 
 
2019 was of course a “Painted 
Lady Year” and for many of us, 
regularly seeing this large and 
attractive species will be an 
abiding memory. Large numbers 
arrived into the UK in mid to 
late June, laying eggs and 
producing a new generation that 
emerged rather conveniently 
during BC’s Big Butterfly 
Count! Almost half a million 
were recorded during the three 
weeks of Big Butterfly Count. 
Unlike some butterfly 
“invasions” that are only 
enjoyed by people in southern 
England, there was a second 
wave of immigration in late July
-early August when huge 
numbers arrived on the coasts of 
north-east England and East 
Scotland before dispersing 
inland. These were believed to have come from Scandinavia. Scottish Big Butterfly 
Count recorders saw more Painted Ladies than their counterparts in southern England. 
Hurray! 
 
Results from the Big Butterfly Count showed that Small Tortoiseshell also had a good 
year, faring better in Scotland than in England. It is natural to think that this species, 
along with Painted Lady, capitalised on the good summer weather that we experienced 
in 2019. However, in contrast, the “white” butterflies had a poor year throughout the 
UK. If this tells us one thing, it’s that good summer weather does not guarantee a good 
year for all butterflies – there are many variables involved. 
 
For me, another great memory of 2019 was seeing some photos taken at the summit of 
Ben Macdui, the UK’s second highest mountain, by Tom Cameron who was up there 
mountain biking. He described seeing up to 100 Red Admirals on the summit during 
the half hour he was there. What an experience that was – I wish I had been there! 
 
The establishment of Commas in the Highlands has been predicted for at least several 
years but has in reality been slow to materialise. The annual increase in Comma records 

Painted Lady by Hilary Swift 
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has been progressing at snail’s 
pace but establishment seems 
to be inevitable. In 2019 there 
were fourteen records in VC’s 
95 (Moray) and 96 (East 
Inverness-shire), mostly in 
Strathspey, compared to just a 
few records annually in 
previous years.  
 
We ran sixteen events in 
Highland last year, including a 
successful AGM and two 
scrub-bashing days (at Glen 
Orrin and Polmaily). One 
notable field trip, organised by 
BC’s Tom Prescott, searched 
for the larval stage of Small 
Dark Yellow Underwing – an 
extremely scarce moth restricted to the Scottish Highlands. We found one! Or more 
correctly, Margaret Currie found one. It might have been only one, but the caterpillar 
of this species had never before been found in the wild! What a success! 
 
Unfortunately there was one very sad occasion at the end of 2019 and that was the 
passing away of David Barbour. David had only quite recently stood down as 
Highland Butterfly Recorder after 21 years. Right to the end he was actively involved 
with butterfly recording and freely offered support to other recorders using his 
extensive experience. David’s name will be synonymous with Highland butterflies for 
years to come. There is an obituary later in this newsletter. 
 

Red Admirals over Ben Macdui by Tom Cameron 27th June 2019 

Comma by Hilary Swift 
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AGM Reminder 

Our AGM will be held on Saturday the 18th of April 2020 at a new venue: 
 
Green Drive Hall 
36 Green Drive 
Inverness  
IV2 4EU 
 
www.greendrivehall.org.uk 
 
09.30 Doors open for tea and coffee (provided) 
 
10.00 – 10.45 AGM 
 
10.45 – 11.15 Talk: “Rare and Small – Actions for Priority Scottish Micro-moths 
in the Highlands” by Tom Prescott, Senior Species Conservation Officer, Butterfly 
Conservation Scotland 
 
11.15 – 11.45 Talk: “Cairngorms Connect and why Moths are better than 
Capercaillie” by Pip Gullett, Project Officer, Cairngorms Connect 
 
11.45 – 12.00 Break 
 
12.00 – 13.00 Talk: “Promoting International Conservation Actions” by Paul 
Kirkland, Director, Butterfly Conservation Scotland 
 
13.00 End of programme. Tea and coffee will be available for those who wish to stay 
and chat. Bring a packed lunch if you wish. 
 
There will also be a Plant Swap Stall - see page 13 for more details. 
 
 

That was 2019, what about 2020? Much talked about climate change will continue to 
influence butterfly and moth populations, but it is very difficult to predict winners and 
losers due to the complex relationships between these insects and their environment. 
For example, how will a changing climate affect their predators and parasites? 
 
I recently realised that the excitement of having a passion for butterflies and moths is 
that we have no idea what’s going to happen in the coming season! Wouldn’t it be 
boring if we could predict what was coming? With the vagaries of our weather 
combined with complex ecological relationships we can look forward to the coming 
season with pleasurable wonder! Enjoy! 

http://www.greendrivehall.org.uk
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Down Memory Lane by Hilary Swift 

Regular readers of Chequered Skipper will be used to me writing about our holidays 
abroad.  Alas, no foreign trips for me in 2019.  Instead, I spent a week at my childhood 
home in Surrey, on the North Downs.   

My 91 year old mother still lives in the house where I was born and I timed my July 
visit to check out the butterflies, along with helping in the garden.  Although when 
growing up I liked to see butterflies on the ice plants, or sunning themselves on the 
wall of the house, it was nowhere near the passion and interest I have acquired in the 
last ten years.  So I was keen to do a thorough observation, through more experienced 
eyes, around the garden and to check out the nearby oak trees. 

July in the south of England is usually hot – too hot.  The week I was there was 
pleasant – warm but cloudy, and not the heatwave I was expecting.  However, I still 
spent nearly all the time outside in T-shirt and shorts, and all our meals we ate outside 
– a bit different to the Highlands!  It was whilst sitting at the garden table that I was 
able to do a fair bit of butterfly watching.  
 
Now, my Mum's garden is about as far away from butterfly-friendly as you can get, 
other than a row of lavender bushes.  She likes a neat lawn and when I saw Ringlet, 
Meadow Brown and a micro moth all egg-laying in the grass, it brought home to me 
that this could be happening in most 
gardens across the UK.  All those eggs 
being munched up by lawn mowers.  No 
wonder my Mum often says she never 
sees many butterflies in her garden.   
Let's hope that the female Silver-washed 
Fritillary I saw sniffing out the violets, 
found a secluded spot for her eggs. 

I mentioned earlier about timing my 
visit for July – the one thing I was eager 
to look for was Purple Hairstreak.  The 
area is a stronghold for oak, especially 
after Dutch Elm Disease took out all the 
elm trees in the late 60's, early 70's – 
something I vividly remember.  Having 
never seen Purple Hairstreak before, I 
wasn't sure how to go about looking for 
it – all I knew was that it was active 
from about 6pm on a warm day and that 
butterflies “dance around the tree tops”.  
I had no idea how easy or difficult it 
would be to spot any.  Well!  All I did 
was to sit down at the garden table with 
my binoculars and point them at the 
biggest oak tree on the near horizon.  
Within a few minutes I witnessed a 
scuffle between three small butterflies.   

Pre-dinner Purple Hairstreak watching - 

view from the garden table across to the 

oaks in the distance 
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Although distant, they were unmistakable.  I then had to wait until they reappeared.  
But, with a pre-dinner glass of wine and some nibbles, I had plenty of time.  I counted 
six hairstreaks on one tree and two on another.  I went into the front garden to check 
on the neighbour's oak.  Two more hairstreaks and close enough to get a positive 
identification.  I was chuffed.  To think I'd been oblivious to these when I was growing 
up. 

All the time when I was living “at home”, a field at the back of the house was grazed 
by horses, but in the ensuing years the horses disappeared.  Around about 2005, I did a 
botanical check of that field and found it to be very flowery – plenty of Yellow Rattle 
and a good number of Pyramidal Orchids.  In 2019, the field had become rank with 
grass and thistles, had very few flowers and had lots of young oak saplings and 
encroaching hawthorn scrub.  Butterfly-wise, it was heaving!  Large Skipper, Small 
Skipper and Essex Skipper were everywhere, but also Marbled White, Gatekeeper, 
Ringlet and Meadow Brown.  It was akin to being abroad.  The thistle nectar source 
was like a chocolate factory for the skippers and the few clumps of ragwort were like a 
chocolate factory for the 60+ Cinnabar caterpillars I counted.  I may have battled my 
way through nettles to get into the field, but it was well worth the effort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One major change in my Mum's garden in recent years is the appearance of Marbled 
White and the three skipper species mentioned above.  Maybe that's as a result of the 
horses having gone and the grass no longer being grazed to a billiard table, as the 
caterpillars for these four species are all grass feeders.  With changes brought about by 
management or natural succession there will always be winners and losers.  

Post Script 

At our regular Polmaily scrub clearing event in September, I was chatting to Rob in 
our lunch break and we got on to the subject of childhood memories, brought on by  

Essex Skipper, black tips on antennae as 

opposed  to orange on Small Skipper 

Cinnabar caterpillars on Ragwort 
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Gatekeeper Marbled White 

him asking me where I’d been on holiday that summer.  We both remember ice plants 
being covered in butterflies - me in Surrey and him in Cambridge - and Rob 
remembers one tortoiseshell being decidedly larger than the other tortoiseshells . . . 

It got me thinking and I thought it might be interesting to get all you readers to send 
me your childhood memories of butterflies (especially if you had ice plants in the 
family garden).  If you fancy doing this, drop me an e-mail at 
vc96butterflies@gmail.com and let me know in which county you grew up and 
roughly which decade.  I can keep names confidential if you’re worried about others 
working out your age and if I get enough replies, I will do a short article with the 
results for next year’s newsletter.  It might not be particularly scientific, but more a bit 
of fun group participation!   

Photo Competition 

We are again inviting Branch members to submit photos to be judged at our committee 

meeting in October. The winning photo will appear on the cover of the 2021 issue of 

our newsletter Chequered Skipper. 

The rules are as follows: 

Photo(s) must have been taken in 2020, 

No more than 3 photos per person, 

Photo(s) must have been taken in the Highland Branch area. 

Please email your entries to Audrey Turner at: unicorn64@btinternet.com  

Closing date Friday 18th of September 2020.  Good luck. 

mailto:vc96butterflies@gmail.com
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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David Barbour 1950 - 2019 by Tom Prescott 

It is very sad to have to report that David, one of Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s 
most active and respected volunteers and recorders, has died.   
 
David will be known to most as the Highland Butterfly recorder, a role he held for 
over twenty years (1997 – 2017).  In that time it is estimated he oversaw the 
submission of over 88,000 butterfly records to the Butterflies of the New Millennium 
(BNM) project, including around 7,400 of his own records.  He was always an 
extremely thorough and conscientious BNM Co-ordinator, who ensured that butterfly 
records from both residents and visitors to the Highlands were accurately and carefully 
verified.  These records contributed to The Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain 
and Ireland, all four of the State of Britain’s Butterflies reports that BC has published, 
and numerous analyses and scientific papers that have charted the fortunes of our 
butterflies and the drivers of change over the past 20+ years. 
 
After leaving Aberdeen University butterflies and moths became the basis of his 
professional life working for Forestry Commission and then as an independent 
entomologist specialising in the cyclical populations of forest “pests” including Pine 
Beauty and Bordered White.  More recently he was involved in determining the status 
of the recently discovered population of Pine-tree Lappet in the Highlands. 
 
He also worked on several of Scotland’s rare and iconic species including Small Dark 
Yellow Underwing and Kentish Glory.  However, it was the New Forest Burnet that 
became his main interest, monitoring the remote and isolated population on the west 
coast for sixteen years. 
 
In 2008 David was the lead author of the Atlas of Butterflies in Highland and Moray 
that maps the changing distributions of the region’s butterflies at 5km resolution.  
However, it is more than a series of maps as it contains some excellent and very useful 
identification tips on separating confusing species e.g. Small and Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary, and Large from Small Heath – mostly based on features gleaned by David’s 
experience in the field.  
 
He latterly moved to Perth where his excellent fieldcraft and knowledge was 
instrumental in the rediscovery of Pearl-bordered Fritillary in the Loch Katrine area. 
 
David’s hard work and dedication is highlighted by his former role as Highland 
Butterfly recorder which is now taken on by eleven different recorders.   
 
He will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 
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David Barbour presented with his favourite tipple at the BCS Spring Recorders’ 
gathering in 2018 after 21 years as Highland butterfly recorder.  Photo by Jim Asher 
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Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) 

by Kirstie Ross 

Highlights of 2019 Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) in Highland, 
showed a good number of Painted Ladies (Vanessa cardui) coinciding with the 
influx.  14 species of Butterfly were recorded as can be seen by the graph on the next 
page (Highland Butterfly WCBS Totals 2019).  Scotch Argus (Erebia aethiops) and 
Green-veined White (Pieris napi) were recorded the most.  It was nice to see some 
records of Small Copper (Lycaena phlaeas) and Ringlet (Aphantopus hyperantus). 
There were at least 10 moth species recorded including Silver Y (Autographa 
gamma), Twin-Spot Carpet (Mesotype didymata) and Chimney Sweeper (Odezia 
atrata).   August was the best month for numbers and variety of species. 
 
This has to be one of my favourite surveys as it has to be fairly reasonable weather 
during the day and doesn’t take too long, depending where you take part.  My 
square, although under a transect for Breeding Bird surveys, is near the Grey Corries 
Munros (Spean Bridge).  It was the best year ever for varieties and numbers.  I think 
what really helped was a small buddleia plant that was growing on a fairly recently 
created forestry track.  Painted Ladies, Peacocks (Inachis io) and Red Admirals 
(Vanessa atalanta) galore! 
 
Just a wee mention 16 squares were registered to counters in the Highlands and 11 
were surveyed in 2019.  Thank you to everyone who surveyed last year especially 
those that did not see any butterflies or moths on one of their counts.  I have had that 
happen to me on a number of surveys over the years for target species.  There were 3 
counts that recorded 0 but 18 other counts had some species present. Thank you to 
those who counted a zero as they are just as important for looking at the bigger 
picture!   
 
There are still over 60 odd other squares available all over the Highlands.  Why not 
take on a square?  Just 2 good walks in July and August is all it takes!  Skye has a 
couple of squares which are easy to access.  Last year Butterfly Conservation opened 
up all the non-allocated squares as holiday squares.  This allows one off surveys of 
these transects.  Have a look at the web address below to see the interactive map and 
plan your holidays!   
 
https://www.ukbms.org/mydata/holiday-squares 
  

https://www.ukbms.org/mydata/holiday-squares
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AGM Plant Swap Stall 

Following the success of the plant swap stall at our previous AGMs, we are repeating 

it again for 2020.  The idea is to pass on your surplus to other members without any 

money changing hands! 

If you have any spare butterfly or moth-friendly plants from your garden - perhaps 

something that has produced lots of seedlings that you don’t have space for or maybe 

you have collected seed or have cuttings that are sitting around with nowhere to go – 

then bring them along to our AGM on 18th April 2020 where a loving home will be 

found for them. 

********************************************************************* 
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“Very rare in East Ross and known only from Oykel Bridge where it appears to 
persist”. That was written by the moth recorder for VC106 in 2010. 
 
It was two years before the situation changed, in late March 2012 we received a 
message that some of these very rare moths had been found near Garve and did we 
want to see them!! Well yes, indeed we did, so a few days later at 6am (the early start 
was possibly so the cows on the croft got their breakfast on time) we set off up the 
hillside to the site. 
 
We knew it was usual for the moths to be found resting on fence posts during the day, 
and eventually arrived at a typical high forestry fence. Following the fence upwards for 
only a short distance there was our  first male Rannoch Brindled Beauty, quite obvious, 
not hidden in any way, and perfectly still. What attractive, chunky little moths they are 
with a smart white, grey and black pattern on the wings and a flash of red on the furry 
body. 
 
The females being flightless look rather different, furry little bundles with dark bodies 
and a red stripe, they must have lost the ability to fly a very long time ago, only a very 
few showing scant remains of wings.  

Unlike the males, the females can be quite active when intent on reaching the top of a 
post, once in position they are presumably in the best place to attract a male moth. 
 
We followed the fence for approximately 200 yards and counted 34 males and 15 
females. They have been recorded at this location regularly since then. The highest 
count to date here was on 3rd April 2017 when 91 males and 11 females were present. 
 
It was into 2017 before we eventually went in search of the original site for the moths 
near Oykel Bridge in the very far reaches of the VC. We stopped at the known grid 

Rannoch Brindled Beauty, Lycia lapponaria, in 
VC106 by Margaret Currie & Andy Scott 

Rannoch Brindled Beauty Male Rannoch Brindled Beauty 3 Females 
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reference which is just before Oykel Bridge and looked about. There was only one 
fence nearby and it was very hard to search due to waist high vegetation, but we found 
no moths. 
 
Driving on through Oykel Bridge and spotting a likely looking fence we started 
another search, the temperature that day, 10th April, was 5 degrees but felt much colder 
in the wind. The fence we searched was a fairly new forestry fence and all we found 
was 1 male and 1 female. Disappointing, but at least the moths were still to be found in 
the area. On this occasion both insects were very close to the base of the posts, almost 
in the vegetation sheltering from the freezing wind. 

 
The following year 2018, on 17th April we were back at Oykel Bridge at the site where 
we had found the moths the previous year, and on this occasion, I realised we had been 
searching the wrong fences. There was an older fence a few yards back from the road, 
it was almost falling down and covered in moss and lichen, but that’s where the 
Rannoch Brindled Beauties were to be found, all 70 of them, 68 females and 2 males 
spread along approximately one mile of posts.  
 
A new site came to light in 2017 when a Rannoch Brindled Beauty larva was found 
near Loch Glascarnoch. Then in 2018 yet another new site, also larval, in Glen Orrin. 
By this time, in 2019 we were wondering if there were other areas worth searching. So 
by 19th March we were on a foray into the countryside starting at Aultguish on the road 
between Garve and Ullapool.  There are ancient fences on both sides running parallel 
with the road for approximately 20 miles between Garve and Braemore Junction. This 
looked a suitable area for a search. In places the fence was missing, it also crossed two 
rivers, but the moths were on both sides of the obstacle! That day we followed this 
fence for several miles, 130 Rannoch Brindled Beauties (96m 34f) were scattered 
along it, at random? Occasionally a post would have several moths on it both male and 
female, some posts only 1 moth and some none at all. 
 
Now knowing that these moths were somewhat easier to find than we had thought, on 
21st March 2019 Glen Orrin was the target area.  In the previous year caterpillars had 
been found here so it was an obvious place to look. 

Rannoch Brindled Beauty Pair Typical Habitat 
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Along the miles of old fence posts near 
the Orrin Dam a total of 237 moths were 
present, 58 male 179 female. The moths 
were also scattered over quite a large area 
on both sides of the dam and for the first 
time both sexes were well distributed in 
the heather and bog myrtle. There were 
even some females on top of the trig 
point! Occasionally, in the summer 
months, we have found a female Rannoch 
Brindled Beauty dead on top of a post. 
 
There is clearly a very healthy population 
of Rannoch Brindled Beauty in East Ross 
but, apart from the original site at Oykel 
Bridge, they are mostly found very much 
towards the west of the VC. To date, just 
beyond Achnasheen and into the 
neighbouring VC. 
 
Could they be found more to the east since 
they exist at Oykel Bridge which is over 
20 miles away from Garve? The top of the 
Struie seemed a likely place, but no, only 
more of the Drinker larvae we had been 
seeing in good numbers elsewhere. 
 
By now time was passing, April had 
arrived, perhaps it was getting late in the 
season? So far, we have found moths in 
flight between 19th March and 18th April. 
The 16th April found us optimistically 
heading up the Strath Rory track, an 

offshoot of the Struie. It was soon evident that a large forest was being planted in this 
area. Despite this disturbance we were very pleased to find 3 female Rannoch Brindled 
Beauties, on fence posts of course. Will they survive as the trees grow up around them, 
all the sites we know of are in wide open country with little shelter. Perhaps the moths 
would welcome a bit of shelter from the trees? It has been noticeable that in really 
extreme weather conditions the moths move to the sheltered side of the posts or into 
the vegetation around the posts. Having made enquiries we now know this new wood 
has been planted on private ground. Though it is comprised of a good mix of native 
trees some of them are very close to the fence.  A company planning a big project once 
contacted us for information about the presence of moths, but that was the only 
occasion. Strangely that was regarding Rannoch Brindled Beauty.  Even in this 
enlightened age moths are very rarely taken into account.  
 
On the plus side there are now 10 sites in the VC where Rannoch Brindled Beauty 
seems to be thriving, and another season coming soon!! 

Rannoch Brindled Beauty Larva 
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Borage, Borago officinalis, As Larval Foodplant 
for Painted Lady by Hilary Swift 

On the Bank Holiday weekend in late August 2019, I decided to escape the noise of 
the Harley Davidson rally, appropriately named "Thunder in the Glens", and visit a 
friend at her new house in Foyers, next to Loch Ness. 

She had long wanted to plant a "bee garden" and, having a proper garden for the first 
time ever, did an admirable job in choosing an assortment of pollinator-friendly 
flowers, including Borage Borago officinalis. 

In addition to a good number of butterflies on the Buddleia, I noticed several of the 
same type of caterpillar on her Borage.  Not being very familiar with lepidopteran 
larvae and not being of the iPhone generation, I took some photos and went home to 
consult a book.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I identified the larvae as Painted Lady, not surprising given the influx we have seen 
this year, but surprising in that Borage isn't mentioned as a foodplant for Painted Lady 
in Britain.  I wondered if my identification was correct and consulted Roy Leverton by 
e-mail.  He confirmed that the caterpillars were indeed that of Painted Lady, but 
suggested I rear one anyway, given that Borage had been thrown into the equation. 

Painted Lady larva found on borage in 

Julie Murray’s garden 

Painted Lady larva about to pupate 
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The following weekend, my friend arrived at my house with a jam jar containing 
Borage cuttings plus large caterpillar, and another jam jar of cut Borage in water, to 
keep the "wee one" going with fresh leaves.  Within 2 days pupation occurred.   

Now the Borage was no longer needed, I was about to throw it out when I nearly 
squashed a second caterpillar, a little over an inch long.  Another Painted Lady larva, 
by the look of it!  We named it "Larry" (Larry the larva) and he/she munched his/her 
way through the remaining Borage, finally pupating after 14 days. 

Back to our first pupa and after 22 days an adult Painted Lady emerged, happily flying 
away on a nice sunny day.  By now it was 24th September.  Mission accomplished.  
However . . . 

. . . Larry was still a pupa and out went September, in came October and night time 
temperatures started to dip below zero.  I brought Larry in from the cold and into our 
cool hallway.  I kept looking at the weather forecast and worrying that Larry wasn't 
going to make it south before winter.  To my utter surprise on 23rd October, at 13.3°C, 
Larry emerged in our back hallway, 40 days after pupating.  It was sunny outside, but 
the southerly winds were far too strong for anything as delicate as a butterfly to fly.  It 
remained so for the next couple of days, before the temperature plummeted to our 
winter average.  I was faced with a dilemma.    

The question was, should I put my lovingly-reared butterfly outside where it was 
surely going to die, but what would be deemed natural selection?  Or should I nurture 
it further and allow it to overwinter in my hallway, thus defying the law of nature?  I 
will leave you to guess . . . 

One thing is sure though: the use of Borage Borago officinalis as a larval foodplant by 
Painted Lady butterfly. 

 

 

Painted Lady pupated Painted Lady freshly emerged 
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From Microbes to Moths - In Search Of Kentish 
Glory Caterpillars by Fred Tilston 

I am a microbiologist by training, my area of expertise the ecology of the human body, 
with side interests in the microbial flora of food and more recently rocks!  I know 
nothing about moths and butterflies other than the former fly at night and  fold their 
wings flat at rest; the latter fly during the day and can cause chaos by flapping their 
wings.  

Following early retirement and a couple of years wandering about not knowing what to 
do I was fortunate to meet Tom Prescott, moth man extraordinaire.  He was looking for 
someone to search for evidence of Kentish Glory moth caterpillars.  It just so happens I 
have the time, the inclination and  live a ten-minute cycle from the best location – 
Granish farm near Aviemore.  First thing I learned was that some moths fly in the 
daytime.  Second thing I learned was that where eggs are laid can be species and plant 
specific. Kentish Glory moths are very particular about where they lay their eggs.  A 
shame they show no concern for what happens thereafter. 

In late June 2018, I went out for an afternoon with Tom searching for evidence of 
caterpillars.  There is a classic pattern of stripping a  young birch twig of all its leaves 
down to the stem.  It is done in a very clinical and organised fashion.  The newly 
hatched caterpillars start at the tip and together eat one leaf  at a time, progressing 
downstream, for about 8 to 10 leaves, before moving on.  I know this to be true  
because in 2019 I watched, fascinated,  as the first batch of caterpillars worked through 
about five adjacent twigs over the course of a couple of weeks.  Back in 2018 though it 
was late in the season and it was hard to tell if we were really seeing evidence of 
munching or just heavy wind damage.  

In early April 2019 I got a text from 
Tom to say the moths were flying.  It 
took a couple of weeks to get 
organised, but we went out with some 
new pheromone formulations to see 
what would come our way.  It was a 
cold spring day with occasional snow 
showers, those large feathery 
snowflakes we sometimes get.  To my 
amazement flying towards us, 
determined and dogged, flashing his 
orange underwing, came a boy Kentish 
Glory, dodging  flakes as large as him.  
He was going to get his girl no matter 
what!  Then just under a metre away he 

stopped and sharply changed direction,  into the upper reaches of a tall pine, as if he 
realised he had been tricked by some cheap facsimile.  This happened not once but 
several times, whether the same hopeful moth or others fancying their chances I don’t 
know but clearly there was  no strong attraction for a tube inside a bit of netting.  Still I 
saw the males flying and learned that moths can move in  surprisingly low 
temperatures.  Tough little critters ! 

Kentish Glory Eggs 
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On that same day Tom and I looked for eggs.  Me to no avail, but Tom found a batch 
of about 15.  Just as well, I was looking for completely the wrong thing.  It seems 
different species of moths and butterflies lay their eggs in different ways.  In the case 
of the Kentish Glory it’s a clutch of about 15 to 20 small brown eggs near the end of a 
birch twig. Makes sense when you think about it, the babies  don’t have to move far for 
their first meal.  I took due note and agreed to start looking for more. 

I designed a record collection sheet (it turned out to be useless in the field) put together 
a field kit – hand lens, GPS (for co-ordinates), orange tape, marker pen, tape measure 
and, oh so smart, a notebook and pencil.  Off I went quite the Charles Darwin. 

Stop one, to take measurements, tree height, width etc, for the first egg batch Tom had 
found.  I already had  the co-ordinates so located the wee sapling pretty quickly but no 
matter how I searched – no eggs!  Surely, they could not have hatched already?  Then I 
noticed the neat slice across the twig.  Grazing - and not by cattle, they were being kept 
away by the farmer to protect the Kentish Glory juniors.  I had seen a couple of white 
bottoms bouncing through the trees as I cycled over. Newly declared  public enemy 
number one, only fit for the dinner table – Roe Deer!  Eating my charges and them 
probably vegans too.  Nature can be reckless and thoughtless.  The fight was on, each 
new batch was to be protected by netting, not  successfully sadly, it kept getting blown 
away!  

Primary batch lost to the vagaries of nibbling teeth I went searching on similar sized 
saplings for more eggs.  I soon found some and started recording.  You do have to be 
careful with identification and the hand lens is important, it’s easy to record shrivelled 
lichen in error.  I should not have been surprised that eggs have a camouflage to suit 
the plant.  I love this evolution stuff.  

I spent many happy hours searching out egg clutches amongst the regenerating birches 
of Granish farm but with small return for my efforts – there were a lot of beautifully 
clipped twig ends……… Inside the deer fence was another matter however and over 
the course of two months about 20 trees were tagged and measured. 

 

Kentish Glory Hatchlings Kentish Glory Caterpillars 2 weeks 

old approximately 
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In mid May I was on one of my regular surveys checking on the eggs when to my 
delight I found one batch had gone from brown to clear – the babies had hatched! I 
took a photo and sent it to Tom who responded almost at once (I like to think as 
excited as I) ‘first recorded hatchlings of 2019’.  Then I saw at the top of my photo 
several tiny, squirming, almost black baby caterpillars  headed for a leaf!  Note to self 
– need to be more observant.  Over the next few weeks I visited pretty regularly.  They 
stayed bunched together working their way down leaf by leaf in text book style, 
without having to go to school, and would raise their heads in response to my arrival – 
some dull naturalist suggested it was a defence mechanism but I know they were 
happy to see mum!  One day I arrived and to my horror they had gone. I was about to 
go on a deer hunt when movement on an adjacent twig caught my eye.  What I thought 
was a dead leaf turned out to be my babies in new green coats.  Apparently, caterpillars 
have stages – they were now in instar two but entwined as close as ever.  Despite being 
teenagers they still raised their heads to say hello. 

Following their development, 
finding new sites, recording my 
findings, taking others out to see 
them, sharing enthusiasm for these 
small creatures was an absolute joy.  
The delight on my brother’s face 
when he first saw egg batches never 
to be forgotten.  I get regular 
updates from London on new 
caterpillar findings of various 
species. 

What added to the fun was all the 
other insects I saw and started to 
learn about.  Green tiger beetles, 
flying by the edge of the track,  the 
wonderful yellow horned moth 
caterpillar seriously annoyed when I 

Kentish Glory just hatched with 

some eggs still to hatch 

Yellow Horned Moth Caterpillar 

Early Instar Kentish Glory from one of the 

last batches to hatch 
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interrupted its leisurely feed, the looper caterpillars, such brilliant mimics, species 
unknown, a myriad of micromoths, all sorts of flies and beetles I had never paid 
attention to before.  A whole new world has opened up for me.  From microbes to 
moths and everything in between.  Can’t wait for spring 2020 and all it promises.  

Most of the babies succumbed to deer or marauding birds – the latter I can forgive - 
but several made it through to the wonderful fat, overfed final instar that looks like a 
folded birch leaf and some may even have pupated.  I saw one that looked like a 
caterpillar on speed, I thought it was probably parasitized by some horrid wasp, but 
Tom was of the view that this is classic pre-pupation behaviour.  Here’s hoping  it was 
and the moths will be flying again in April.  My notebook and hand lens are ready. 

 

 

Kentish Glory final instar near to pupation 
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Butterflies in Croatia - June 2019 - A Naturetrek 
Tour by Janet King 

Croatia is a Balkan state bordered by Slovenia, Serbia, Hungary and Bosnia and 
Herzogovina.  The interior is mountainous and densely forested.  It lies along the 
eastern edge of the Adriatic with its many islands, there is a narrow habitable coastal 
strip here between the sea and the formidable mass of the Dinaric Alps. 
 
A military presence is still visible especially along the Bosnian border, with shells of 
bombed-out buildings both at strategic points and in prosperous looking villages, a 
stark reminder of the recent wars. 
 
The landscape is dotted with limestone outcrops (“karst”) and thus supports a huge 
variety of flora much enjoyed by the resident butterflies (101 on our checklist and we 
added half a dozen more). 
 
Moth traps were set most evenings and yielded a remarkable number of specimens, 
and I noticed that some of these are familiar to the UK, e.g. the Beauties, Thorns, 
Carpets and Waves.  I also saw familiar 6-spot Burnets near the Adriatic shore.  

Looking for butterflies in Croatia’s karst (limestone) landscape 



24 

Butterflies were dominated by Ringlets, Skippers, Fritillaries, Blues and Heaths, with 
the occasional larger species such as the Scarce Swallowtail (locally not at all scarce!) 
and Clouded Apollo. 
 
Croatia is well supplied with National Parks (8 or 10 are noted), and we visited 3, the 
Plitvice Lakes (entry by ticket only), Paklenica National Park and the Velebit 
Mountains.  This did involve a fair amount of travelling and we stayed at 3 hotels for 
2/3/2 nights.  The daytime average temperature was 28C to 30C for the whole week!  
But 2 weeks previously the country had suffered a very cold and wet spell, and this 
was given as a reason that numbers of butterflies were definitely down from 2018 
possibly due to late hatching or pupa mortality. 
 
We thought that Croatia's greatest glory was its wonderful meadows with a huge 
variety of grasses and flowers left standing late into the summer before being 
harvested for nutritious hay.  We saw no big farms or large agricultural machinery, 
allotment-sized strips were sown with vegetables for local families and communities, 
and there were gardens and vineyards too.  On at least 3 nights we had locally caught 
trout for dinner.  What a Paradise. 
 
Our group included some enthusiastic birdwatchers and one of the leaders, Gerard, was 
also very familiar with frogs, lizards and snakes.  On hot days I was sorely tempted to 
take a rest in the shade and just listen to the abundant nightingales and orioles. 
 
But, back to butterflies.  Grizzled Skippers, one of my favourites, were easily 
recognisable and our own Chequered Skipper was noted at one site, plus Dingy, 
Lulworth and Essex Skippers.  Of course they never kept still and were extremely 
difficult to photograph.  Of the Blues, I admired most the brilliant Adonis, which I did 
manage to photograph as it was fond of “mud-puddling”; as was the Scarce 
Swallowtail.  I see that 8 different varieties of Blue were listed; this involved a lot of 
peering at various spots and stripes on underwings with hand lenses. 
 
Personally I am only familiar with the Green Hairstreak but on our Croatia trip 3 
others were  spotted – Black, Ilex and Sloe. 

Scarce Swallowtail butterfly Clouded Apollo butterfly 
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There were wonderful fritillaries – Queen of Spain, also Glanville, Heath, Niobe, 
Nickerl's and Pearl-Bordered.  And most days we saw plenty of Woodland Ringlets (I 
thought these were suspiciously like our own Scotch Argus but was quickly dissuaded).  
One of the target species “bagged” was the Southern Festoon, which produced lots of 
“oohs” and “aahs”. 
 
I had my own success on the last day which I decided to take off instead of spending it 
clambering in and out of the van and traipsing about in the 30C heat.  Whilst enjoying 
a coffee on the (shaded) decking outside the hotel I spotted a pair of unfamiliar 
butterflies.  I only had seconds to observe them before they danced away but by 
process of elimination (my usual method) I narrowed them down to another Target 
Species – the Map Butterfly.  To my relief the sighting was later accepted by our 
indefatigable leader, Andy Harding. 
 
I think about 70 species of butterfly were recorded altogether, though I must admit, not 
all by me.  For some reason Andy designated me as Weather Recorder.  We only had 
one short thundery shower the whole week.  I got a bit tired of presenting the same 
daily report and in the end just gasped “Today was Bloody Hot!”  This remark will no 
doubt be censored by Naturetrek who apparently do not allow anything derogatory or 
controversial to appear in trip reports. 
 
(Footnote:  If you still have your 2017 Chequered  Skipper look on page 34 for Paul 
Kirkland's photos of Transylvanian hay meadows.  Exactly like the ones in Croatia but 
minus the karst). 
 

 

Looking for butterflies in Croatia’s karst (limestone) landscape 
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Dark Bordered Beauty in Strathspey 2019 
by Pete Moore 

Site 1. Invertromie Wood, Insh Marshes 

Monitoring was undertaken by Tay Davies, Pete Moore (and all DBB Bash public 
event attendees), Thijs Claes, Poppy Hole, and Nigel Voaden. 

Larval searches: Larval searches were undertaken on the 07/06, 09/06 (as part of a 
larval search event with 10 attendees), 12/06, and 14/06. One larva was found on the 
09/06 in sub-site O and one was found 14/06 in sub-site L.  It was unclear at the time if 
the larva which was found on the 09/06 was actually a DBB, so TD reared it through to 
an adult female, which emerged on 23/07. 

TD hoped to use this female to attract males but she didn’t call. Perhaps this was 
because she wasn’t taken out straight away or because she needed food. 

Flight season: The flight season this year was from 25/07 to 28/08. Tay Davies set up 
a trap network on a regular basis, which incorporated sub-sites B/C, D, F, M, O, L, H, 
P, and G. A large number of traps covered almost every sub-site at the DBB bash on 
the night of the 02/08. Overall, 71 DBB were caught in light traps over the course of 
the 2019 flight season. The peak count was on the night of the DBB bash, where 29 
individuals were caught.  

Alongside light trapping, several daytime transects were walked by Poppy Hole, an 
RSPB volunteer, and daytime searches were conducted by Tay Davies. Poppy Hole 
walked transects twice a week, totalling 8 walks. Overall, she saw 12 males and 1 
female DBB, with a peak count of 6 on 29/07. Tay Davies conducted a number of 
daytime searches, finding 16 individuals overall, with a peak count of 6 on 26/07. 

The total number caught during the 2019 flight season was 87 DBB, of which 81 were 
males. Females were caught in four sub-sites (H, L, D, and B/C), though it is likely 
they are now present across the site, with the exception perhaps of sub-site A.  

Mark, release, recapture work undertaken by Tay Davies resulted in a total count of 71 
definite individuals across Invertromie in the 2019 flight season. A total of 10 
recaptures were made, two of which were of the same individual. The average distance 
travelled was 84m, with the longest distance being 240m and the shortest just 10m. 
The longest time between capture and recapture was 12 days. 

The maps on the next pages show the Invertromie sub-sites and a map of captures. 
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Map of all DBB caught during the 2019 flight season.  
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As in previous years, a population index was calculated. The index takes the maximum 
number of DBB recorded in each clearing or sub-site at any one time (i.e. the number 
caught in a trap or traps at that sub-site plus the number seen flying at the same time as 
moths are in the trap(s)). Maxima from all sub-sites are added together (note: maxima 
from different sub-sites can occur on different days) to give a population index. This is 
not an estimate of total population size, rather an indication of between-year changes 
in numbers. 

See table below. 

The index suggests that the population at Invertromie has been quite stable for the last 
four years. 

Invertromie population index 2010 – 2019. 

 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

A                   1 

B   1   3 1       1 B/C  1 

C               1 1   

D             2     1 

E                     

F               1   1 

G 15 1 2 2 5   9 8   2 

H   1   15 4 1 12 2 2 3 

I             1       

J     1         1 9 2 

K             1 2 1   

L     1   9 2 4 5 12 8 

M     1 2 18   5 13 9 2 

N             2 1 1 3 

O             4 8 5 10 

P       1       5   3 

Q                     

Total

(population 

index) 

15 3 5 23 37 3 40 47 41 37 
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Site 2. Near Grantown on Spey 

Monitoring was mostly undertaken by Tay Davies and Pete Moore. 

Larval searches: All 12 clearings were searched for larvae on the 18th and 19th June. 
Six larvae were found in just one clearing. Two larvae were on suckers within a small 
grazing exclosure, the rest were on the grazed suckers on an east-facing slope. 
Surprisingly, there were two larvae on the same small sucker. Despite searching, no 
larvae were found anywhere else on the site. It was noted that the suckers in other 
clearings had very minimal leaf damage. 

Light trapping: The 7 clearings in the northern end of the site were trapped on the 
nights of 23/07, 29/07, and 15/08. The 5 other clearings were trapped at least once 
during the season. One female was caught on the night of the 29/07. PM caught one 
male in the same clearing on the night of the 27/07. This was not the clearing in which 
the larvae had been found. PM also caught one male at the larval clearing on the night 
of 05/08. These three records were the only adult moth records for the year. It appears 
that DBB is now restricted to just two clearings. 

Management: The site is grazed by sheep during the winter period. Large sheep-
excluding exclosures were erected at five clearings in September. These gated 
exclosures will allow suckers to grow without grazing damage, and all have gates for 
easy access and may also allow closely monitored grazing if deemed necessary. All 
exclosures will have permanent quadrats created, with corresponding quadrats outside 
the fences to monitor change in vegetation. 

It is hoped that the increase in suitable DBB habitat will enable the currently small and 
vulnerable population on this site to increase in numbers and spread.  

********************************************************************* 

Diamond-back Moth Larvae by Hilary Swift 

Not only is the perennial 
wallflower "Bowles Mauve" 
an excellent nectar source for 
butterflies, it is also delicious 
to these Diamond-back Moth 
larvae which are munching 
their way through the flower 
heads.  Fortunately, once the 
larvae have pupated, the 
flowers recover. 
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Bike For Butterflies Challenge by Simon Saville 

In June-July I will be cycling the 
1,200 miles across the length of the 
UK from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats. I’m doing this challenge to 
highlight the decline of butterflies and 
moths, the importance of connecting 
with our natural world - and 
importantly, to raise funds for BC.  
 
You may know me as Chair of the 
Surrey & SW London Branch of BC, 
or as a Trustee for the last year or so. 
Cycling has always been an interest of 
mine, and I have long held a 
fascination with the Land's End to 
John O'Groats ride. Having retired 
early, I wanted to take on something 
that would challenge me - something 
that I wasn't sure that I could 
accomplish. This seemed the ideal 
opportunity: being 61 years old, it 
feels like "now or never”! 
 
I aim to raise awareness of the crisis 
that faces our wildlife, to promote 
Butterfly Conservation and the 

fantastic work it does with its volunteers, and to get people to engage with nature, 
especially near where they live and work. The point is that everyone can do something 
to help in protecting the UK’s nature: every small action or donation counts.  
 
My ride uses the National Cycle Network set up by Sustrans, and I am visiting as many 
BC reserves as I can. All being well, I will be at Wester Moss near Stirling on 1st July, 
and then on to Callander, Killin, Pitlochry, Aviemore, Inverness, Lairg, Tongue and 
Thurso - due to arrive at John O’Groats on 9th July. 
 
I hope to be able to meet as many local volunteers as possible, and welcome folks to 
join me on their bicycles, whether for a couple of miles or longer. Planning of detailed 
events is at an early stage, so look out for more information. 
 
Butterfly Conservation is promoting the ride and it has appeared in the Spring 2020 
edition of Butterfly magazine, and at www.butterfly-conservation.org/
bikeforbutterflies.  
 
Of course we want to raise money, and I have set up a JustGiving page: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bikeforbutterflies. We will be promoting the ride 
with the hashtag #BikeForButterflies. 

Simon Saville with his bike 

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bikeforbutterflies
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/bikeforbutterflies
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bikeforbutterflies
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bikeforbutterflies
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Cairngorms Connect – and how moths are stars of the 
show by Ellie Dimambro-Denson (Monitoring        
Officer) and Pip Gullett (Project Scientist) 

Cairngorms Connect is a partnership of land managers with an ambitious 200-year 
vision to restore and enhance natural habitats and ecosystem processes across a 60,000 
ha area in the Cairngorms National Park. New funding from the Endangered 
Landscape Programme has enabled the partnership to scale up their restoration efforts, 
including an extensive programme of monitoring and ecological research projects to 
track the effects of management over the coming years. For one of these projects, we 
are monitoring three different species groups – birds, macro moths and vegetation – at 
different points in time and in different parts of the project area, to see how restoration 
management is altering the wildlife community. In 2019, we collected our first round 
of baseline data at eight sites from 270 to 940 m altitude. Over the next four years, we 
will monitor another 36 sites, as well as repeating monitoring at four key sites spread 
across the project area. These sites can then be re-surveyed in 10, 50, or even 200 
years’ time, to see how the restoration work has influenced species across the 
Cairngorms Connect area.  This project was made possible thanks to the time and 
expertise of Tom Prescott, with Butterfly Conservation being a supporting partner of 
Cairngorms Connect. 
 
We are using two complementary approaches to monitor macros across the project 
area. The first is a longitudinal study (i.e. sites are monitored every year) that uses a 
125W MV Robinson’s trap at four sites at 300m, 500m, 700m and 900m altitude, with 
sites surveyed monthly from May – September, for five years. The second is a 
chronosequence approach (i.e. using spatial variation in habitat conditions as a proxy 
for time since restoration, when taking other factors such as altitude into account) for 
which we are using a 15W actinic heath trap to collect data from more remote, 
randomly-selected sites throughout the Cairngorms Connect area over the next five 
years, visited twice in a single year. We’ll also be monitoring some comparison sites in 
Norway, where ecological restoration is much more advanced than in the Cairngorms, 
to give us an idea what species assemblages we might hope to see in the Cairngorms in 
future decades. 
 
The success of moth trapping in 2019 fluctuated with the seasons. The prolonged cold 
and wet weather in spring resulted in lower moth catches than anticipated through May 
and June, but as the weather improved throughout the summer so did the data – even at 
higher altitudes. For example, the longitudinal site at 300m found 118 moths of 18 
species in the July session compared to only 22 moths of 7 species in June. Another 
July catch at 700m on Glenfeshie found 612 moths in a single night where only a few 
weeks before, the trap on that site yielded a big fat nothing. 
 
The scale and remoteness of the Cairngorms Connect area, along with the 
unpredictability of the weather, means that moth monitoring here is not without its 
challenges. The first few months of the project were a steep learning curve for us and 
involved a lot of ‘adaptive learning’ – e.g. don’t try and bivvy out on one of the worst 
midge nights of the year! That said, it’s without a doubt one of the best parts of the job,  
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and a total delight and privilege to be able to hike out and camp in some of the most 
remote, beautiful parts of the UK to survey moths. It’s going to be fascinating to see 
what new species show up over the coming years. 
 
Anyone interested in volunteering on the project should please email Pip at 
pip.gullett@cairngormsconnect.org.uk, or come and speak to us at the Highland branch 
AGM. 
 

 

Heath trapping at a ‘chronosequence’ 

site at 750m altitude at Abernethy 
(RSPB Scotland) 

Robinson trapping at a ‘longitudinal’ 

site at 900m altitude in Glenfeshie 
(Wildland Ltd) 

Walk in to a ‘chronosequence’ site near 

Loch Morlich (Forestry and Land 
Scotland) at dusk  

Wing scales of a pine beauty moth, 

viewed under a light microscope 

mailto:pip.gullett@cairngormsconnect.org.uk
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Priority Moths of Bearberry Heath by Mike Taylor 

Compared to other parts of the UK we in Highland are fortunate to have a fairly high 
proportion of heaths that contain significant amounts of the plant Bearberry 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi. Bearberry, a prostrate evergreen shrub tends to favour the 
drier heaths within the southern and eastern parts of Highland with it arguably being 
best represented on the heaths within and around the Cairngorms National Park. 
 
There are three moths on the Priority Conservation list that feed on Bearberry, 
however due to their scarcity there is much that we do not know about the distribution 
and precise habitat requirements of these species. It is hoped that the following 
information will assist those who would like to help us understand more about these 
species and perhaps encourage a few who do not visit this type of habitat all that often 
to have a look and see if they can find these species in new or under-recorded areas. 
 
Small Dark Yellow Underwing Coranarta cordigera: This is a species that appears to 
have been more abundant in the 20th century than it has been recently. Despite the 
number of recorders searching for this moth few have been found since year 2000 with 
none seen at all in 2012 and 2013. Since 2014 Small Dark Yellow Underwing (SDYU) 
has been recorded annually but with low numbers and from very few sites. The two 
most reliable sites of late are one near Carrbridge and another close to Nethy Bridge. 
Other sites where the moth has been seen on several occasions in the recent past 
include Granish Moor near Aviemore, last recorded there in 2016, and Lochindorb also 
2016. Last year I found seven SDYU from the Carrbridge and Nethy Bridge sites, with 
one other adult SDYU being found by Tom Prescott at the site of a scrub clearance 
event at Ralia. No other records have been received which does indicate that there is a 
need for others to go out and help look for the species. 

One notable success from last year was from a search for SDYU larvae using a ‘Bug-
vac’, a modified leaf blower operating in suction mode so that it can collect 
invertebrates without damaging them. This was kindly provided and operated by 
Stephen Moran, the current chair of Highland Biological Rrcording Group. To help 
search the vacuumed content fourteen people turned up and success was achieved 
when Margaret Currie found a SDYU larva. This is thought to be the first time a larva 
of this species has been found in the wild within the UK. Night time searches in 2017  

Small Dark Yellow Underwing SDYU Larval Search Near Carrbridge 
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failed to find any larvae, to date, and despite only one being found this, for the time 
being, appears to be the optimum method. The larva which was retained has now 
pupated and hopefully will successfully emerge this spring. 
 
For those willing to look for this species, the easiest way to find them is to look on 
fence posts that are within or very close to areas of Bearberry. Mid to late afternoon 
appears to be the optimum time of day and sunshine with low windspeeds definitely 
helps with the moths favouring the sunny side of the post. A pair of binoculars may 
help as singles can be a bit flighty when approached, though they do settle down after 
a while. Perhaps I have been fortunate, but I have managed to see several mating pairs 
on posts, and these are easier to approach closely. Areas such as those on Dava Moor 
and around Lochindorb have considerable amounts of Bearberry but no posts so 
searching the plant is the only way. This can be slow-going but with perseverance the 
species can be located. 

Netted Mountain Moth Macaria carbonaria: This species occupies the same habitat 
as Small Dark Yellow Underwing and is generally regarded as the easier of the two to 
find. This was certainly the case in the 2008 to 2011 period with the best year being 
2009 when 136 were found from just 16 records. Since then the numbers have tailed 
off considerably with just single figure abundance seen in the majority of years. 
 
Last year 14 were found from eight records despite a considerable amount of searching 
from just three recorders, myself, Tom Prescott and another who lives outside of 
Highland. 
 
The reason for the apparent fall in numbers is not yet clear. It may be they are going 
through a difficult time as the SDYU appeared to do, it could simply be due to 
unfavourable weather during their spring time flight period, or it may just be that not 
enough recorders are out looking for the species over a wide enough number of sites. 
 
The totals mentioned in the above text for Small Dark Yellow Underwing and Netted 
Mountain Moth are solely from Moray (VC95) and East Inverness-shire (VC96) which 
are where the majority of sites for these two species are found. These species can also 
be found on Deeside and Donside where last year a single Small Dark Yellow 
Underwing was seen plus a little over twelve Netted Mountain Moth, this quantity is 
approximate as not all records included a precise figure. These two species have also 
been found in the Rannoch area and in East Ross at relatively low to very low density. 

SDYU Site Near Carrbridge Netted Mountain Moth 
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Bearberry Case-bearer Coleophora arctostaphyli: This is another Bearberry feeding 
species, a rare micro-moth with a very limited distribution within the UK, known only 
from a few localities around Strathspey and Deeside. Like many Coleophora species, 
the moth is easiest to identify when found inhabiting a case made from a rolled leaf 
during its larval stage. Prior to cutting and rolling a leaf, the larva lives in a gallery 
mine within a Bearberry leaf. There have been few records in recent years, those being 
from a couple of well-known sites. This is partly due to the difficulty in finding the 
larval cases which have to be searched for on hands and knees. 
 
During 2019 a number of searches for the moth were made beginning in early spring 
across its range. Signs of C. arctostaphyli including gallery mines, feeding damage and 
larval cases were located at eight different sites within the Cairngorms National Park. 
Five of these were new localities for the moth, two of which were in Strathspey and 
interestingly included a gallery mine found during vacuum-sampling for SDYU larvae 
at the site near Carrbridge in June. Overall the surveys in 2019 have upped the number 
of known hectads from six to ten, a great result. It seems likely the moth is present in 
other Bearberry-rich localities in Strathspey and Deeside, although there are potential 
threats to this important habitat through changing management. Two historic sites for 
C. arctostaphyli have most likely already been lost to conifer plantations.  

 
All three of the above moths are listed as Priority Species in the recently published BC 
Scotland Conservation Strategy. In order to conserve these species we need to know 
how they are doing, which is where the records come in, and what their true habitat 
requirements are, hence the larval searches, therefore it would be very helpful if more 
searches could be undertaken on Bearberry heath. For anyone walking within any dry 
heath area, including grouse moors, it is worth keeping an eye out for patches of 
Bearberry which are very often located beside tracks and roads, and pausing for a 
moment to see if you get lucky and can find a new site for the species. Even if these 
species cannot be found there are of course many other moths and butterflies that 
occupy these heaths, and their records will be just as welcome. Just a few examples 
include Green Hairstreak, Emperor Moth, Fox Moth, Northern Eggar, Dark Tussock 
(usually larvae), Small Argent & Sable, Common Heath, Beautiful Yellow Underwing 
and for those who are up for the challenge a significant number of micro moths, some 
of which are not too difficult to ID. 
 

Coleophora arctostaphyli Gallery Mine Coleophora arctostaphyli Larval Case 
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Acknowledgements: My thanks to David Hill for drafting the Coleophora 
arctostaphyli paragraphs and providing information about the 2019 records for that 
species, and to Helen Rowe for providing record details from Deeside. 

********************************************************************* 

After ten years of dedicated and excellent service as Caithness Moth Recorder, Neil 
Money wishes to reduce his workload by continuing as Macro-moth recorder only.  
We are therefore looking for a replacement to take on the role of Micro-moth 
Recorder. The role simply requires the collation and verification of the county’s new 
micro-moth records.  It is not necessary to be an expert as there is a great deal of help 
and support on hand from other Scottish VC moth recorders in the Highlands and 
further afield.  
 
To make matters easier, Caithness has its own moth website “The Moths of Caithness” 
http://www.caithnessmoths.org.uk/. This excellent resource, put together by Neil, has 
all you wish to know about Caithness moths and their distribution, with photos, maps 
and phenology charts. A superb asset for the vital task of verification. If you are 
interested or wish to find out more please contact Tom Prescott 
email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org. Tel: 01540 661469 Mob: 07979 785665 

Bearberry near Dalwhinnie 

Vice-county Micro-Moth Recorder Required for 
Caithness (VC 109)  
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Choreutis diana by Dr Tom Prescott 

Butterfly Conservation’s recently published Scottish Conservation Strategy identifies 
the country’s priority butterflies and moths that are deemed in most need of 
conservation action.  Unsurprisingly this includes the usual suspects including 
Chequered Skipper, Kentish Glory, Dark Bordered Beauty and New Forest Burnet.  
However, it also includes several micro-moths, some being exceedingly rare, with 
some apparently restricted to a single site.  The main action for these micros is to raise 
their profile and encourage recording in order to help determine their true status. 

One species that falls into this category is Choreutis diana which is only known in the 
UK from Glen Affric.  This small day-flying moth is in the same family as the very 
widespread Nettle-tap, Anthophila fabriciana, that can be found flying around the tops 
of nettle patches particularly on sunny days.   

Choreutis diana was first discovered in the UK in the glen near Fasnakyle on the 12th 
August 1919 and over the intervening 100 years the moth has only been recorded 
sporadically with gaps of 33, 23 and 12 years without any sightings and apparently not 
seen as an adult since 1995 – 24 years ago!   

Attendees gather for the Choreutis diana Centenary Survey - by David Hill 
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The moth’s caterpillars were discovered for the first time in 2007 by Bob Heckford, 
their presence being betrayed by characteristic upturned spinnings on birch leaves.  
Subsequent occasional larval searches found that the moth was restricted to just a 
handful of birch trees centred around the glen’s top car park.  It was therefore 
important to ascertain the moth’s current status. 

As a consequence, a survey weekend was held at the end of June to search for these 
characteristic spinnings.  This resulted in finding 42 ‘occupied’ C. diana trees over 
10km of the glen (see map).  The next challenge was to look for the adults so on the 
12th August, exactly one hundred years to the day of the moth’s discovery in the UK, 
over twenty people gathered in the top car park.  However, despite the number of 
spinnings and number of eyes looking only single adults were fleetingly seen at two 
locations, one nectaring on Ragwort the other on Creeping Thistle.  Subsequent visits 
to the glen particularly by Mike Taylor and Margaret Currie recorded at least nine 
adults but always in the same two locations (see map on page 40).  Also whilst 
planning and advertising the events Alan Watson Featherstone reported seeing an adult 
in 2018 at one of these sites.   

So great progress has been made and C. diana appears to be less threatened now than it 
was at the start of the year.  However, more needs to be done and further events and 
surveys for both larvae and adults are planned for 2020 to find out if the moth occurs 
in any of the neighbouring glens and shed some light on why the adults are so elusive 
and difficult to find away from their two preferred nectar plants, which are both very 
scarce in the glen. 

Finally, and to some most importantly and contentiously, what common name, if any, 
should C. diana be known by?  Some authorities call it the Inverness Twitcher, 
presumably due to the caterpillar’s habit of thrashing its head from side-to-side when 
disturbed.  Others Birch or Inverness Metal-mark or Diana’s Choreutis Moth.  In 
Sweden it is known as Björkgnidmal which loosely translates as Birch rubbing/
stroking moth!  But whatever it’s called please keep your eyes peeled for the Affric 
Twitcher, or maybe safer to say Choreutis diana. 

Choreutis diana Glen Affric - by Alan 

Watson Featherstone 

Choreutis diana Larval Spinning  - by 

R. J. Heckford 
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For details of the 2020 events please contact Tom. 

Tom Prescott 

Email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org   

Tel: 01540 661469 

Mob: 07979 785665 

 

Distribution Map of Choreutis diana in Glen Affric in 2019 - by David Hill 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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The Rare and Romanian by James Silvey, Species and 
Habitats Officer, RSPB Scotland 

In August 2019 I was lucky enough to travel to Romania for 2 weeks as part of my 
sabbatical working with the RSPB. The purpose of the trip was to assist in a study on 
one of Europe’s fastest declining butterfly species, the Danube clouded yellow. 
 
The Danube clouded yellow (Colias myrmidone) is very similar in appearance to other 
clouded yellow species (large, yellow/orange butterfly with conspicuous black 
markings on the forewings), and forms part of a European complex for the genus that 
includes 12 species. Like other clouded yellows the larvae feed on legumes but with 
particular preference for various broom species (Chamaecytisus sp.) that grow in open 
pasture or woodland glade meadow systems. These meadows were once common 
across large areas of central and eastern Europe where low intensity grazing provided 
ideal conditions for the butterfly and the foodplant. Specifically, the larvae prefer to 
feed on the tender young shoots of broom, laying their eggs on the very tips of the 
plant which makes them vulnerable to mowing and grazing by cattle and sheep. Across 
Europe the intensification of farming has meant that traditional methods of managing 
grasslands have disappeared, being replaced with improved grasslands that are cut 
multiple times throughout the year. With this increased grazing and cutting regime 
there is no available new growth on the broom species the butterflies prefer and very 
quickly, (in some cases less than 4 years) the local population goes extinct.  

 
With this in mind, back to Romania and the hillsides west of the city of Cluj-Napoca 
where one of Europe’s largest populations of the Danube clouded yellow still survive. 
The purpose of the trip was to assist in a project designed to measure the survivability 
of larvae in different micro habitats. This involved looking for eggs and larvae, 
marking their locations and monitoring their growth throughout the summer season.  

Danube Clouded Yellow Most eggs are laid singly, but sometimes 

twins were found 
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I’d never been to Romania before, but I’d heard that the grasslands of Capusu-mic 
were incredibly diverse and something quite special, but nothing quite prepared me for 
the reality.  
 
The grasslands are on steep sided slopes and rolling hills above a rural village full of 
wooden houses and dogs the size of small horses. Local villagers graze the hillside 
with buffalo and cattle and prevent the dominance of scrub by harvesting birch regen 
through the summer. This type of management creates a mosaic of habitats full of 
mantids, spiders, bees, ants, beetles and bugs as well as the most diverse grassland 
flora I’ve ever seen. However, the standout was the butterflies. Walking along any path 
we’d be pushing waves of blue butterflies ahead of us; long-tailed, adonis, common 
and silver-studded were incredibly numerous and fritillaries, festoons and swallowtails 
were common-place.  
 
On top of all this were the Danube clouded yellows. Even here they weren’t common 
but once we got our eye in, the eggs and larvae were fairly simple to find. Once found, 
the branch the egg or larva was on was individually marked with red tape (the local 
crickets found this extremely palatable) so we could follow their progress across the 
coming weeks. Every egg and larva were visited every two days and notes were taken 
on their development, how many leaves had feeding damage and if further eggs had 
been laid. Over the two weeks it was striking how butterflies seemed to choose 
particular areas to lay their eggs and we would often find clumps of broom with 
multiple eggs and then large areas of apparently similar habitat with nothing. Clearly 
the females are selecting not just the right area but also the right individual plant to lay 
their eggs and what is attractive to one female is also attractive to another.  

Danube Clouded Yellow Habitat 
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Crawling across the grasslands and staring for long periods of time at broom plants (or 
maybe it was the heat of the midday sun) allowed me to observe some quite bizarre 
correlations.  
 
Quite often eggs or larva would be found on broom that was also home to a wasp 
spider (Argiope bruennichi). These impressive spiders are brightly marked and sit in 
the middle of their web so once seen they are easily avoided, particularly if bitten by 
one! The spiders seem to like the more open areas the larger broom plants provided 
and it was also these plants that the butterflies seemed to select to lay their eggs. In 
fact, towards the end of the two weeks we were finding that one way of finding eggs 
quickly was to look for the spider and if present, inevitably there would be an egg or 
small larvae on the plant as well. Of course, this is likely to be an unrelated correlation, 
caused by both species selecting similar exposed broom plants, but we never saw a 
Danube clouded yellow in a wasp spider’s web…   
 
By the end of the two weeks I’d helped the group find over 120 eggs and larvae but in 
that time, we’d already lost 20% of the eggs to predation and grazing, and by the time 
the project was over only a handful of individuals had made it to the final instar. This 
may seem like a big loss but then life is hard for any lepidoptera larvae with few eggs 
ever making it to adulthood and these sorts of losses will be, I imagine, fairly typical.  
 
The results have yet to be analysed and added into other datasets, but it will be 
interesting to see if any of the recorded habitat conditions improved survivability. 
What was clear from the trip is that the species is still in trouble. Our grassland site 
was an island in a sea of intensively managed systems with tractors cutting grasslands 
all-round the local village. If the Danube clouded yellow is to continue to exist in 
Europe, then a more nature friendly form of farming that benefits biodiversity as well 
as the local farmers must be adopted.  
 
 

Wasp spiders were often found on broom plants 
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Events are listed below in chronological order. Not many events had been finalised 
before this newsletter went to print but rest assured, there will be more events to come. 
These events will be advertised on the BC Highland Branch website and e-mailed to 
those members for whom we have an e-mail address.  Apologies to those who do not 
have ready access to a computer. 
 
If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to be added, please contact Audrey 
Turner, Branch Membership Secretary, unicorn64@btinternet.com  
 
If you have any ideas for future field trips or other events please contact Pete Moore, 
Events Organiser, tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  If you would like a field trip to take 
place in your local area, get in touch and we’ll see what we can organise. 
 
These events are free and open to both BC members and non-members.  
 
Car sharing. For environmental and social reasons it would be good if people car 
shared when attending events. If you are travelling by car and happy to give someone 
else a lift or if you would like a lift to an event, please contact the event leader 
beforehand and they will try to match people up.  

Your Event Leaders 
Pete Moore 
Pete is Chairman and Events Co-ordinator of BC Highland Branch. He came to moths 
relatively late in his career as a nature reserve warden but his enthusiasm for moths has 

overtaken that of birds and other wildlife. His main passions: moths, mountains and 
motorbikes. 

 
Mark Wynn 

Mark sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch. He has a love of wildness & 

natural history. Hence why he & his wife retired to Scotland. He believes music - 
especially jazz & R&B - is the most dazzling fruit of human creation. Closely followed 
by films & football. Sources for the spirit. Thus, Mark will keep you entertained. 

 
Hilary Swift 
Hilary is enthusiastic about all wildlife, but particularly butterflies, which has landed 
her with the new role of Butterfly Recorder for VC96.  Other voluntary pastimes 
include walking two butterfly transects. She enjoys nothing more than wielding a tree-
popper at a scrub-bashing event, planning butterfly holidays abroad and guerrilla 
gardening around Grantown. 
  
Audrey Turner  
Audrey is a member of the branch committee and is Treasurer, Membership Secretary 
and editor of Chequered Skipper! Audrey is an excellent field naturalist and her 
knowledge extends beyond butterflies to moths, plants, birds and other wildlife.  

2020 Field Trips & Events 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com


45 

Tom Prescott 
Tom works for Butterfly Conservation Scotland as Senior Conservation Officer.  He 
has been enthusiastic about moths and butterflies for a long time, is extremely 
knowledgeable and is Vice-County Moth Recorder and Butterfly Recorder for West 
Inverness.  Other personal skills include riding his bike, brewing beer, baking cakes 
and telling bad jokes; but not all at the same time! 

Details of events in chronological order 

BUTTERFLY TRANSECT WALKERS’ GET-TOGETHER 
 
Date: Saturday 4 April 
 
Time: Open for tea and coffee at 10.00 am for a 10.30am start. 
 
Meeting place: Balloch Hall, Culloden Road, Balloch, Inverness IV2 7HQ 
 
Description: Walking butterfly transects is the best way to monitor long-term changes 
in butterfly numbers. This is an opportunity for anyone interested in butterfly transects 
to come together for a chat and an exchange of ideas and information. It’s aimed at a 
range of people - experienced transect walkers, those that know a bit about it but want 
to know more or get involved and anyone else who is just plain curious. 
 
Approx duration: Certainly until lunchtime, maybe into the afternoon, especially if 
the weather is fine and we can get outside for a wander. 
 
What’s needed: Bring a packed lunch if you wish to stay for lunch or into the 
afternoon. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided. 
 
Any other information: Please register your interest in advance with Pete Moore so 
we have an idea of numbers attending. 
 
Leader names: Pete Moore & Hilary Quick 
 
Leader contact details:  email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com    
Tel: 07866 578079 
 
 
WHERE DO BUTTERFLIES LAY THEIR EGGS? 
 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch  
 
Target Species: Orange-tip and Green-veined White 
 
Date: Saturday 16 May 
 
Time: 2pm 

mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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Meeting place: Grant Park, Grantown on Spey (opposite the Grant Road-High Street 
junction). Grid ref: NJ 028272. Look for the BC banner and gazebo just inside the 
entrance at the silver bridge. 
 
Description: As part of the Cairngorms BIG Nature Weekend, join the two Hilarys for 
a look at which wildflowers butterflies use to lay their eggs and a search to find some. 
The importance of those plants will be explained, along with the type of habitat where 
they are found. Crucially, without butterfly caterpillar food-plants there would be no 
butterflies! Weather permitting, we will walk through the Park to the River Spey and 
along a riverside path. 
 
Approx duration: Up to two hours, depending on the weather and people’s 
enthusiasm! 
 
What’s needed: Outdoor clothing appropriate for the weather. Sturdy shoes. Close-
focussing binoculars if you have them and a hand lens/magnifying glass. Knee-pads if 
you have dodgy knees!  
 
Any other information: Park on street. Toilets further up High Street next to Red 
Sock Laundry. 
 
Leaders names: Hilary Swift and Hilary Quick 
 
Leader contact details: email: hilaryandpete@gmail.com  Tel: 01479 872261 
 
 
POLMAILY BUTTERFLY WALK, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT 
 
Target Species: Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 
 
Date: Saturday May 23 or Sunday May 24 
 
Time: 10.30  
 
Meeting place: The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles west of 
Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 (OS sheet 26 – 
Inverness and Loch Ness) 
 
Description: A visit to see the rewards of previous habitat management undertaken by 
members of Highland branch. 
 
Approx duration: Up to 4 hours 
 
What’s needed: Bring a packed lunch 
 
Any other information: Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday 
will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the weather forecast. Please phone Mark 
a few days before-hand for the final decision. 

mailto:hilaryandpete@gmail.com
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Leader name: Mark Wynn 
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01463 222060 or 07944 708608  
 
email: mark.9wynn@btinternet.com 
 
 
SMALL BLUE WORK PARTY AND FIELD TRIP – ARDERSIER - 
PLANTING KIDNEY VETCH FOR SMALL BLUE 
 
Organiser: BC Highland branch  
 
Date: Saturday June 6 or Sunday June 7 
 
Time: 10 am until lunchtime 
 
Meeting place: Ardersier picnic site car park, 200m past the village of Ardersier on 
the left hand side of the road to Fort George. Grid reference NH 779557 (OS map 26, 
Inverness and Loch Ness). 
 
Description: Help the scarce Small Blue butterfly at Ardersier by planting kidney 
vetch (the caterpillar food plant) and sowing kidney vetch seed along the shore path. If 
the weather allows, we will also take a walk to look for Small Blue and any other 
butterflies that may be on the wing. 
 
What’s needed: Stout footwear and appropriate outdoor clothes including gardening 
gloves. Please bring small garden trowels and forks if you have them.  
 
Bring a packed lunch if you wish to stay after lunch – it’s a lovely site to explore. 
 
Any other information: Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday 
will be decided nearer the time, dependent on the weather forecast. Please phone Mark 
a few days before-hand for the final decision. 
 
Leader name: Mark Wynn 
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01463 222060 or 07944 708608  
 
email: mark.9wynn@btinternet.com 
 
 
DARK BORDERED BEAUTY BASH 
 
Target Species: Dark Bordered Beauty moth 
 
Date: Sat 1 August 
 
Time: 10am 

mailto:mark.9wynn@btinternet.com
mailto:mark.9wynn@btinternet.com
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Meeting place: RSPB Insh Marshes car park. 2 miles out of Kingussie on the B970 
(past Ruthven Barracks). NN775998 (OS map 35 – Kingussie) 
 
Description: A look through moth traps as part of the reserve’s annual monitoring of 
Dark Bordered Beauty moth, found at only three locations in Scotland.  
 
Approx duration: To lunchtime and possibly beyond….. 
 
What’s needed: Packed lunch, midge repellent (just in case) 
 
Leader name: Pete Moore 
 
Leader contact details:  email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  Tel: 07866 578079 
 
 
BUTTERFLY WALK AT FINDHORN BEACH 
 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch  
 
Target Species: Grayling and whatever we find 
 
Date: Sunday August 9 
 
Time: 10:30am 
 
Meeting place: Car park at NJ036648  - drive through Findhorn village on the B9011 
and bear left taking the road signposted “Harbour” and “Beach”.  The road turns sharp 
right immediately after the Crown and Anchor Inn, then take the next left signposted 
“Beach Car Park” and “Heritage Centre”.  Carry on until you see a brown sign, “Car 
Park No Overnight Camping”, pointing to the right, turn here and the road quickly 
becomes a rougher track.  Bear left when the track splits, then after a short distance the 
track turns sharply to the right and widens into a parking area which is where we’ll 
meet. 
 
Description: A walk along the dunes to see if we can find Grayling and other 
butterflies such as Common Blue and Small Copper.  There are also likely to be Six-
spot Burnet Moths.   
 
Approx duration: 3 to 4 hours depending on how far we walk 
 
What’s needed: Lunch, sun cream, waterproofs 
 
Leader name: Audrey Turner 
 
Leader contact details: email: unicorn64@btinternet.com      
 
Tel: 07450 548862  

mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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POLMAILY WORK PARTY, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT  
 
Date: Saturday September 19  
 
Time: Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm  
 
Meeting place: Follow the Butterfly Conservation Scotland signs from the end of the 
forest track into Polmaily Wood, approx. 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 
towards Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304. OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness)  
 
Description: Another session of clearing and cutting back trackside vegetation and 
scrub to improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper.  The 
work includes “weeding” sections previously cleared, as well as tackling un-cleared 
areas.   
 
Approx duration: Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave 
whenever you want to.  Every little helps so if you are able to come just for an hour or 
so, you will still be very welcome.  
 
What’s needed: If staying all day bring lunch and wear old clothes as well as gloves, 
secateurs, loppers, forks, rakes and bow-saws if you have them.  Further hand-tools 
including the wonderful Tree-poppers and gloves will be available.  Home-baked cake 
also gratefully received! 
 
Any other information: This is the ninth Polmaily work-party, or bake-off as it has 
become known by regular attendees.  The previous ones have all been great fun, well 
attended and had plenty of cake!  Tea and coffee will also be provided. 
 
Leader name: Tom Prescott  
 
Leader contact details:   Tel: 01540 661469  Mob: 07979 785665   
 
email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

Chairman 
Pete Moore 
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com 
 
Membership Secretary & Treasurer 
Audrey Turner  
email: unicorn64@btinternet.com 
 
Minutes Secretary 
Barbara Brodie 

 

Branch Committee 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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Events Organiser 
Pete Moore  
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com 
 
Committee Members:     
Ewan Munro    
Mike Taylor  
Mark Wynn 

Kirstie Ross  
Email: funkyhaywood@yahoo.co.uk   
 
Please get in touch with Kirstie if you would like to take part in the Wider Countryside 
Butterfly Survey. 

VC 94, Banffshire 
Roy Leverton,  
Whitewells, Ordiquhill, Cornhill,  
Banffshire, AB45 2HS 
email: roy345@btinternet.com 
 
VC 95, Moray & VC 96, East Inverness-shire 
Mike Taylor,  
Allasdale, Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire, 
PH34 3BP 
email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com     
Tel 01479 831060 
 
VC 97, West Inverness-shire 
Dr Tom Prescott,  
Mill House, Mill Road, 
Kingussie, Inverness-shire, PH21 1LF 
email: tomprescott@btconnect.com 
 
VC 104, North Ebudes, Skye 
Dr Keith Sadler 
Seascape, 2 Portnalong, Carbost 
Isle of Skye 
IV47 8SL 
email: sadlerkeith2@gmail.com 
Tel 01478 640477 

Branch Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey  

Champion 

County Moth Recorders 

mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
mailto:roy345@btinternet.com
mailto:mst.taylor@btinternet.com
mailto:tomprescott@btconnect.com
mailto:sadlerkeith2@gmail.com
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VC 104, Small Isles 
Jessie Wormell,  
Fionchra, Carsfad, St John’s Town of Dalry, 
Castle Douglas, DG7 3SU 
email: jessiewormell@yahoo.com    
Tel: 01644 430248 
 
VC 105, West Ross 
Barry Blake 
An Cro, 38 Lonemore, Gairloch 
IV21 2DA 
email: bfb01@hotmail.co.uk  
Tel: 01445 712075 
 
VC 106, East Ross 
Mary Eagleson,  
Nether Bogbain, Lochussie, 
Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8HJ 
email: eaglesonmary@aol.com     
Tel: 01349 863787 
 
VC 107, East Sutherland 
Brigid Primrose, 
24 Fairmuir Road, Muir of Ord, 
Ross & Cromarty, IV6 7TB 
email: vc107.moths@gmail.com  
Tel: 01463 871907 
 
VC 108, West Sutherland 
Graham Crittenden,  
55 Melvich, Thurso, Sutherland, KW14 7YJ  
email: graham5561@btinternet.com     
Tel. 01641 531278 
 
VC 109, Caithness - Macro-moths 
Neil Money,  
Heathfield House, Dunnet, Thurso, Caithness, KW14 8XP  
email: neil@heathfield99.plus.com    
Tel: 01847 851346  
 
VC 109, Caithness - Micro-moths 
Butterfly Conservation Scotland 
email: scotland@butterfly-conservation.org  
 
VC 110, Outer Hebrides  
Steve Duffield,  
7 Carinish, Isle of North Uist, Western Isles, HS6 5HL.  
email: steveduffield70@gmail.com   
Tel: 01876 580619 OR 07867 555971  

mailto:jessiewormell@yahoo.com
mailto:bfb01@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:eaglesonmary@aol.com
mailto:vc107.moths@gmail.com
mailto:graham5561@btinternet.com
mailto:neil@heathfield99.plus.com
mailto:scotland@butterfly-conservation.org
mailto:steveduffield@hebrides.net
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VC 111, Orkney Islands  
Sydney Gauld,  
Quoyberstane, Work Road, St Ola, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1UF   
email: orklander45@gmail.com   
Tel: 01856 872468  
 
VC 112, Shetland Islands  
Paul Harvey 
Shetland Biological Records Centre,  
Shetland Amenity Trust, Garthspool, Lerwick, ZE1 0NY  
email: paul.harvey@shetlandamenity.org  
   
Fair Isle  
Nick Riddiford,  
Schoolton, Fair Isle, Shetland, ZE2 9JU  
email: taibnick@gmail.com 
Tel 01595 760250  
 

VC 95, Moray      
Audrey Turner      
12 Grampian View, Aviemore    
Inverness-shire PH22 1TF     
email: unicorn64@btinternet.com    
Tel 07450 548862      
 
VC 96, East Inverness-shire 
Hilary Swift 
90A High Street, Grantown-on-Spey 
Morayshire, PH26 3EL 
email: vc96butterflies@gmail.com 
Tel 01479 872261 
 
VC 97, West Inverness-shire 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC 104, North Ebudes - Skye 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC 104, North Ebudes - Small Isles 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC 105, West Ross 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

Butterfly Recorders 

mailto:orklander45@gmail.com
mailto:paul@shetlandamenity.org
mailto:taibnick@gmail.com
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:vc96butterflies@gmail.com
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VC 106, East Ross 
Margaret Currie and Andy Scott,  
7 Balnatua, Culbokie, 
Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8JQ 
email: margandy@hotmail.co.uk     
Tel: 01349 877223 
 

VC 107, East Sutherland 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC 108, West Sutherland 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC 109, Caithness 

Philip Davey, The Old Manse, Lybster, KW3 6BS 

email: caithnessbutterflies@gmail.com 

Tel: 01593 721749 

 

VC 110, Outer Hebrides 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC 111, Orkney Islands 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC 112, Shetland Islands 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

If you are unsure which vice county your record is in, please use the following details 

and the record will be forwarded to the correct recorder. 

 

highlandsightings@yahoo.com 

Or send to; 

“Butterfly Records”, 19 Culloden Court, Inverness IV2 7DX 

 

 

 

mailto:margandy@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:caithnessbutterflies@gmail.com
mailto:highlandsightings@yahoo.com
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Species Name Scientific Name UK BAP Status 

Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon Priority species 

Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Priority species 

Large White Pieris brassicae Not listed 

Small White Pieris rapae Not listed 

Green-veined White Pieris napi Not listed 

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines Not listed 

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi Not listed 

Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus Not listed 

Small Copper Lycaenas phlaeas Not listed 

Small Blue Cupido minimus Priority species 

Northern Brown Argus Plebeius artaxerxes Priority species 

Common Blue Polyommatis icarus Not listed 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta Not assessed 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Not assessed 

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae Not listed 

Peacock Inachis io Not listed 

Comma Polygonia c-album Not Listed 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene Priority species 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne Priority species 

Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja Not listed 

Marsh Fritillary Euphydrias aurinia Priority species 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria Not listed 

Mountain Ringlet Erebia epiphron Priority species 

Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops Not listed 

Grayling Hipparchia semele Priority species 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina Not listed 

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus Not listed 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus Priority species 

Large Heath Coenonympha tullia Priority species 

Highland & Moray Regular & Migrant Butterflies 
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Where to find more information 

For more information about Butterflies and Moths in the Highlands, Islands and 
Moray, and information on recent sightings please visit our website: 
 
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 
There is also information on our “In Your Area” page on the main Butterfly 
Conservation website: 
 
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  
 
or visit our Facebook page, Butterfly Conservation – Highland Branch: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationHighlandsIslands  
 
Or Facebook Group, Highland Moths & Butterflies 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/highlandbutterflies/ 

 
You can also find us on Twitter BC Highland on Twitter 

Contact us 

To contact Highland Branch with contributions for “Latest news”, or on any matter 
relating to Butterflies and Moths in our area, please send an email to: 
 
contact@highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 
You can also contact any of the committee members, names and contact details are 

available on the Branch Committee pages, pages 49 & 50. 
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Runner-up in the cover competition was this well 
camouflaged Feathered Thorn larva taken on the 9th 
of June 2019 by Pete Moore 


