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Welcome to Chequered Skipper 2018 and Happy  
Anniversary!!  By Pete Moore, Branch Chairman 

2018 is a milestone year because Butterfly Conservation is 50 years old. To mark the occasion 
there will be a series of special events and activities taking place across the UK and 
throughout the year. The Conservation Day of Action, which took place on 10 th March, saw 
work parties throughout the UK carrying out habitat management work to benefit butterflies 
and moths. Highland Branch played its part and our scrub clearance at Glen Orrin will 
hopefully benefit the local population of Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  
 
We are holding an Open Day at our Allt Mhuic reserve in early June which will be a double 
celebration because not only is it Butterfly Conservation’s 50th anniversary  but it is also 
Highland Branch’s 25th anniversary! Highland Branch was launched on 3rd June 1993 in the 
council chamber of the Highland Regional Council offices in Glenurquhart Road, Inverness. 
There was an introduction by Martin Warren, BC’s first Conservation Officer (Martin later 
rose through the ranks to become BC’s Chief Executive Officer until his recent retirement) 
and the “Big Name” at the launch was Magnus Magnusson KBE (who sadly passed away in 
2007). Neil Ravenscroft, then an SNH Officer, gave a talk on butterflies. 
 
This is my first public “welcome” since taking over as Branch Chairman in April 2017 and 
I’d like to say a few thank-yous. I’d like to thank the irrepressible Mark Wynn for his 
Chairmanship over the previous five years. He brought his unstinting enthusiasm to the post 
and luckily, he remains on the branch committee where I value his continued active 
involvement. 
 
I would also like to thank David Barbour, who stood down as Highland Butterfly Recorder at 
the end of 2017 after an impressive 21 years! That’s a lot of hours of voluntary work. For me, 
Highland butterfly recording and David are synonymous.  It is likely that David’s work will 
be shared out amongst several different people for 2018, although David will almost certainly 
continue to be involved at some level with Highland butterfly recording for which I am 
grateful.  
 
I would like to thank everyone on the branch committee for their involvement and, although I 
am hesitant to pick out anyone in particular, I must make special mention of Audrey Turner. 
In addition to being branch Treasurer, Audrey is also membership secretary, branch website 
manager, branch Facebook manager and editor of branch newsletters including Chequered 
Skipper! How would we manage without her? 
 
Last, but not least, I would like to thank YOU, the membership, for providing the financial 
and moral support for the conservation of butterflies and moths. Many of you will be happy to 
pay your membership subscription and not get further involved. And that’s fine. But for those 
who might be tempted to do a bit more “for the cause”, there are a few ideas within this copy 
of Chequered Skipper.  
 
Don’t keep your enjoyment of wildlife to yourself – spread the word. We want more people to 
appreciate the beauty of wildlife and we also want to raise awareness of the pressures faced 
by wildlife, particularly amongst decision makers. 
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My work colleagues will tell you that when I start talking about the future of wildlife and the 
planet, I am full of doom and gloom. With an ever-increasing human population, excessive 
consumption of the Earth’s resources, pollution of our air, water and soil (including 
pesticides, which directly contribute to the significant decline in insect populations) and 
governments who believe that achieving economic growth is more important than almost 
anything else, including the environment and wildlife conservation………then I don’t hold 
out much hope for wildlife in the future. Wildlife and wildlife habitats are being constantly 
eroded away.  
 
However, someone famous once said something along the lines of “If the Apocalypse were to 
happen tomorrow, I would still go out and plant a tree today”. That’s my philosophy exactly. 
No matter what I think is going to happen in the future, I will still do what I can for wildlife 
today. 
 
Mark Wynn started last year’s “Welcome” by lamenting the poor summers of 2015 and 2016. 
Unfortunately, as you know, 2017 was hardly any better. We got off to a good start in the 
spring, to the benefit of early season species, but then the rest of the summer was 
unremarkable. However, autumn 2017 will be memorable for the huge numbers of Red 
Admirals on the wing. Fingers crossed for a great summer ahead in 2018. 
 
I urge you all to do what you can for butterflies and moths (and other wildlife too) but above 
all, get out there and ENJOY and APPRECIATE our wildlife!  

AGM Reminder 

Just a reminder that our AGM will be held on Saturday the 14th of April 2018 at Charleston 
Community Complex, Charleston Academy, General Booth Road, Inverness IV3 8ET. 
 
The AGM will start at 10.30am, but the room will be open from 10am for tea, coffee and a 
chat.  After the AGM business has concluded, we’ll have the talks listed below, followed by 
lunch and go through a moth trap set the night before. 
 
The main speaker will be Neil Ravenscroft who spoke at the very first meeting of Highland 
Branch 25 years ago.  His talk is titled Untangling the web: the biology of the marsh 
fritillary in Scotland 

The marsh fritillary is locally common in western Scotland, in contrast to England and Wales 
where it has declined severely and is a species of great concern.   As with other butterflies in 
the UK, most studies of its biology have focused on areas in which it is rare. For the last six 
years, I have been studying it in the Inner Hebrides, where it is widespread and occasionally 
very abundant and where it occupies a wide range of habitat compared with the rest of the 
UK.   This talk will describe its life cycle and key aspects of its biology that enable it to 
persist and thrive in Scotland. 

Liz Ferrell, Scottish Officer for the Bat Conservation Trust  will give a talk titled The 
Evolutionary Arms Race: A bat and moth tale 

This will be an overview of the incredible evolutionary adaptations bats and moths have 
developed in their battle for survival. Liz’s talk will allow time at the end for discussion and 
more information on BCT as a charity. 

Tea and coffee will be provided, but please bring your own lunch. 
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Comma Exclamation Mark by Hilary Swift 

The weather forecast wasn’t good.   
 
Not only that but it was getting late in the season – 3rd September.  Instead of selecting 
somewhere to go for a walk that was good for butterflies, Pete and myself decided to “just go 
for a walk” and enjoy whatever we stumbled across.  We looked at the map and chose a 
circular walk starting from Carron, west of Aberlour, on the River Spey - a route that we 
hadn’t walked before.  
 
It was cool and overcast but not long after we started our walk we saw a Speckled Wood in a 
wooded area.  We were pleasantly surprised.   A little further on, we saw a couple more 
Speckled Woods and a little further on still, we had Green-veined White and Red Admiral.  
We were delighted, given the poor weather, and started joking about what we might see next.  
Perhaps a Painted Lady, or better still a Camberwell Beauty, Clouded Yellow or Two-tailed 
Pasha – the possibilities were endless!   
 
We stopped for a coffee break on the edge of a field and spotted a Peacock flitting along.  
This wasn’t such a bad day for butterflies after all – so much for the forecast.  We carried on 
with our walk, picking up the fisherman’s path by the river.  A few more Red Admirals – it’s 
been a good late season for them – a few more Speckled Woods – it’s been a good season for 
them, also. 
 
Then suddenly, Pete exclaimed “What’s that?”  He pointed to the ditch at the side of him and 
there was a deep orange butterfly at rest on the vegetation.   So much for our joking about 
what we might see next . . . it was a Comma. 
 
I grabbed my camera and tried to get in close.  I was far too excited and my usual stealth went 

out of the window.  The Comma was spooked and darted off down the track and out of sight. 

Comma butterfly 

Oh no!  Who would believe 

us without evidence?  Pete 

ran down the track in pursuit 

of our rare sighting and I 

followed, hoping we would 

catch it up.  No luck.  It was 

gone. We wanted to phone 

Tom and Audrey immediately 

to tell them the news, but we 

had no mobile signal.  How 

frustrating!  

We were standing on the 

fisherman’s track in a dazed 

state for about 10 minutes,  
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wondering what to do next.  Talk about the one that got away!  Then, in the distance, we saw 
a butterfly coming towards us.  It was biggish, orangey and yes, it came back to exactly the 
same bit of vegetation where we had first seen it!  This time I crept up with my camera very 
carefully.   
 
That may have been the highlight of our walk, but we continued to see quite a few more 
butterflies including a Small Copper whilst eating our lunch next to the river.  Probably the 
most interesting observation though, was seeing some Red Admirals buzzing around under 
the canopy of an oak tree.  On closer inspection they, and a Speckled Wood, were imbibing 
on oak sap.   
 
For what seemed an unpromising start to the day, we counted 7 species of butterfly, 30 
individuals and something that was pretty amazing:  Comma exclamation mark. 

Photo Competition 

We are inviting Branch members to submit their photos of Lepidoptera taken this season to 
be judged at our committee meeting in October. The winning photo will appear on the cover 
of the 2019 issue of our newsletter Chequered Skipper. 
 
Please email your entries to Audrey Turner at: 
unicorn64@btinternet.com  
 
Closing date Friday 28th of September 2018.  Good luck. 

AGM Plant Swap Stall 

Following the success of last year’s plant swap stall at our AGM, which was bigger and 

better than the previous year, we are repeating it again for 2018.  The idea is to pass on your 

surplus to other members without any money changing hands! 

If you have any spare butterfly or moth-friendly plants from your garden - perhaps 

something that has produced lots of seedlings that you don’t have space for or maybe you 

have collected seed or have cuttings that are sitting around with nowhere to go – then bring 

them along to our AGM on 14th April 2018 where a loving home will be found for them. 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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Discovering a new Small Blue site in the Cairngorm 

National Park by Toby Green 

My wife is a volunteer plant surveyor and enjoys recording in our local area, I work as a 
wildlife guide and record Moths in our Carrbridge garden and the surrounding area as well as 
Butterflies. 
 
My wife alerted me to a large area of Kidney Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria she had seen while 
looking for Wintergreen species (Pyrola) on the banks of the River Dulnain. I visited the site 
on one of the few sunny calm days, but later in the flight season than I would have liked, but 
still managed to find several females and male Small Blue (Cupido minimus) on the wing. I 
was delighted with this and decided to spend some time looking further up and down the 
river albeit out of the flight season, but found at least three more sizeable patches of Kidney 
Vetch.  
 
I look forward to re-visiting the first site and the subsequent sites this coming May and June.  

Small Blue Butterfly by Toby Green 

Editor’s note: There will be a field trip to visit this site and possibly others nearby on the 18th 

of June 2018, please see page 57 for more details. 
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On The Scent by Margaret Currie 

Last year we were asked if we would like to take part in a Goat Moth pheromone trial. The 
instructions were to hang the three separate traps about 1.5 metres from the ground near a 
known Goat Moth tree, leave them out for three weeks and check them every day. Never 
having seen a Goat Moth and knowing that they are rarely attracted to light traps the idea was 
appealing. 
 
With only a very few trees to choose from the nearest most suitable meant a round trip of 
about 40 miles every day. We agreed to try it for a week. 
 
Our chosen tree was a well grown birch in a dip just off a track and surrounded by other birch 
trees. Though these trees are reputed to have a smell of goat, that had never been particularly 
noticeable until last year when there was indeed a very strong pungent smell. 
 
The weather around the beginning of June was quite warm, and we wondered if that would 
have any influence on the emergence of the moths. Our only reliable information was a 
record of an adult seen elsewhere in VC106 on the 15th June in a previous year.  
 
So, on the 7th June 2017 we put out the three pheromone traps for the first time, there was a 
fallen tree nearby, quite handy for hanging the small plastic traps. That day there was 1 Red 
Admiral feeding on the sap of the tree, in fact the presence of just such a butterfly was how 
we originally found the tree in September 2014.  
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One of the sap runs 

When we turned up at the site on the 
morning of the 8th June, it had been quite 
cold overnight with a wind and the traps 
were empty. Same on the next two 
mornings. 
 
11th June, still no moths in the traps, but 

the tree attracts a variety of insects and 

this morning there were 4 Red Admirals 

and 1 Speckled Wood clearly feeding on 

the rather unpleasant looking sap which 

was running freely from several of the 

holes in tree. Some moths also seem to be 

attracted to the tree such as the 2 Knot 

Grass and the Small Angle Shades that 

were all quietly resting low down on the 

trunk. 

The area in the vicinity of the tree was 
quite damp with some small boggy ponds, 
consequently we spent quite a lot of time 
there mainly looking for odonata. And 
over the course of the summer we 
recorded 11 different species including 
Northern Emerald, quite a rarity in the east 
of the country. 
 
An even bigger surprise was finding the 
very small Silver Hook moth in the same 
area, a species I knew only from several 
places on the west coast. This was a new 
VC record. 
 
But back to the Goat Moth search. 12th to 
14th June passed without success, though 
the first Peacock butterfly had appeared 
and there were still 2 Knot Grass on the 
tree plus 2 Black-spotted Longhorn 
Beetles Rhagium mordax. By the 15th June 
there were still no Goat Moths. However, 
in the surrounding area we began to see 
the first of several Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary butterflies, also new to the site.  
 
At this point we removed the traps as we 
were unable to check them daily over the 
weekend. 
 
 

Northern Emerald Dragonfly 



12 

Silver Hook Moth 

19th June and the traps were put out in 
the same places again, still a very 
strong smell from the tree and much 
sap running. 
 
Tuesday the 20th June and we had our 

Goat Moths, as we got nearer to the 

tree it was obvious that there was 

something in two of the traps. This was 

a very exciting moment, not just one 

moth, but two. Such impressive insects, 

very chunky, with beautifully subtle 

decoration on the wings, fantastic 
camouflage when on birch bark.  

Quite a day to remember as later in the afternoon a Hummingbird Hawkmoth appeared 
briefly in our front garden, showed a passing interest in some Viper’s Bugloss and then 
quickly disappeared. 
 
Next morning on the 21st June there were 3 Goat Moths caught, two in one trap and one in 
another. 
 
In the meantime we had found a further two Goat Moth trees, approximately 100 metres from 
the original tree. Once again the butterflies and many other insects were an indication that 
these birch were inhabited by Goat Moth larvae, plus the very strong smell. 
 
On the 3rd July we put the three pheromone traps beside the new trees, they had only been in 
place half an hour when one of the Speckled Wood butterflies found its way into one of 
them!  

Goat Moth Red Admirals Feasting 
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On that same day the original tree had attracted 2 Speckled Wood butterflies, one each of the 
moths Green Arches, Grey Arches and Knot Grass, plus 5 Rhagium mordax as well as all the 
usual variety of flies. 
 
Come the morning of the 4th July there was only 1 Goat Moth in the traps. At this point we 
decided that it was time to leave the moths in peace to ensure the next generation, so we 
removed the traps. 
 
Any visit to the area always involved several hours roaming about, and on this particular 
morning there were a number of small flighty orange-brown moths about. Another exciting 
find, Rannoch Looper, recorded only once before in VC 106 back in 1975. 
 
Our last visit to the trees was on the 24th September, 5 Red Admirals were feeding avidly on 
one of the newly found trees, with many common wasps and other insects present, but the 
smell was fading! 

10 Ways you can help Butterflies and Moths 

by Hilary Swift & Pete Moore 

You already help by being members of Butterfly Conservation. Thank-you. But there’s more 
you can do. Work your way down the list below and then do as many as you can. If you 
already do all ten, then give yourself a gold star and feel very smug! 
 

1. Send in your records 
 

This is perhaps the easiest way in which to contribute to Butterfly Conservation.  Known as 

‘citizen science’, you can help us build our knowledge of butterfly and moth species numbers 

and distribution by sending in your observations.  It doesn’t matter if they are just records 

from your garden and local vicinity or whether they are from trips made around the Highlands 

– every little bit helps!  All we need is the species name, date of observation, the location seen 

(preferably the place name and 6-figure grid reference, if you know how to work it out!) and 

the name of yourself.  Any additional information, such as numbers and behaviour (for 

example, what they are nectaring on) is also helpful but not essential.   

There is a list of butterfly and moth recorders at the end of this newsletter.  You can get your 
nearest recorder to send you a blank spreadsheet, then all you need to do is fill it in as you go 
through the year – easy peasy! 
 

2. Plant nectar-rich flowers for moths and butterflies, and foodplants for 
caterpillars 

 
I expect many of you do this already.  It is as well to remember that providing foodplants for 
caterpillars is more important than having only nectar-rich flowers – for without the 
caterpillars there will be no adults – simple, when you think about it!  There is a 
comprehensive list of plants to have in your garden on the Butterfly Conservation website. 
 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/11908/garden.html  

https://butterfly-conservation.org/11908/garden.html
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3. Spread the word, especially with younger people 
 
The state of our U.K. butterflies is not at all good.  Many species are struggling for various 
reasons.  Yet, butterflies are iconic and their images bring joy to many people.  You see 
butterfly designs on all sorts of household and personal goods, even though the average 
person in the street probably wouldn’t be able to name the species.  No doubt even fewer 
people are aware of the decline in butterfly numbers.  Making a link between the image and 
the real thing is perhaps the first step we can take as individuals to helping the problem i.e. 
awareness.  So, encourage your family and friends to go out and enjoy seeing butterflies, then 
perhaps the natural progression from that will be to become more interested and more 
involved . . .? 
 

4. Work party days 
 
Don’t be put off by the word ‘work’ but concentrate on the word ‘party’.  These are great fun 
and very sociable, and usually involve the consumption of home-made cake!  If you are just a 
little bit fit, enjoy gardening-type jobs and getting out into the fresh air, this is for you.  If you 
love exercise and getting stuck into practical things, then even better!  Every year we do a 
regular event of ‘scrub-bashing’ at two locations where Pearl-bordered Fritillary is found.  
Looking after the habitat is very important and if it wasn’t for us giving a helping hand, this 
species could be struggling for survival a lot more than it already is.  The type of work we do 
is the cutting back of scrub, big and small, so will involve some major elbow grease or the 
gentle pulling-up of small seedlings – whatever your preference – or you just come along and 
make the tea!  You will be doing your bit for conservation. 
 
Dates of our work party days are in the list of field trips in this newsletter. 
 

5. Buy organic 
 
One of the problems faced by all insects in the U.K. is the widespread and excessive use of 
pesticides, particularly across our farmland but also in gardens.  Recent research showed how 
neonicotinoid pesticides (which hopefully may soon be banned in the U.K.) found their way 
into soils, air and water, and were taken up by wildflowers growing in the area.  The 
pesticides were found in the nectar and pollen of wildflowers so that any insect feeding on 
these became contaminated, sometimes with fatal consequences.  Although neonicotinoids are 
particularly nasty, is there such a thing as a safe pesticide?  For years we have been spraying 
toxic chemicals across the landscape without understanding the full consequences and it is 
likely that the marked decline in flying insects over the years is linked to this. 
 
We should be supporting organic farmers who have moved away from a reliance on the use of 
pesticides.  Not only will this be better for wildlife, it will probably be better for you, too! 
 

6. Buy only Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certificated timber products 
 
When choosing your new garden furniture or household items, have a thought for those 
rainforest butterflies!  In tropical forests of the world there is much illegal logging and 
degradation of wildlife-rich habitat.  To ensure that you are not supporting illegal logging, 
always check that timber products show the FSC logo.  This tells you that the forest from 
which the product comes is sustainably managed.   
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7. Support Butterfly Conservation through shopping 
 
There are a few ways in which BC can benefit financially when you are shopping!  The most 
obvious of these is visiting the BC on-line shop for T- shirts, mugs etc.   
 
Another straight-forward way of raising money for BC by shopping on-line is to sign up to 
www.giveasyoulive.com/join/butterflyconservation.  You can shop at over 4000 stores 
including big names such as Amazon, eBay, Boots, B&Q etc.  A percentage of every pound 
you spend on-line will be donated to BC. 
 
Also, if you are an eBay seller, you can donate a percentage of your selling price.  This can be 
set up when doing the listing of your item.  
 

8. Leave a legacy 
 
We don’t want to get rid of you just yet, but suffice to say it comes to us all sooner or later!  If 
you would like to leave something in your will, there is more information on how to do so 
elsewhere in this newsletter or on the BC website. 
 

9. Recording butterflies for the Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey 
 
There is another way to send in butterfly records and that is as part of a proper survey.   
Butterfly Conservation set up the Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) to find out 
more about what’s happening out there in the countryside, rather than in areas that were 
already known to be good for butterflies.  It relies on volunteers to walk a set route about two 
kms long, within a single one km square, once in July and once in August. 
 
There are a number of these set routes, or transects, all across the UK that need a person to 
walk them and there will no doubt be one near you!    
 
Taking part in this is more of a commitment as it is repeated every year, preferably by the 
same person, but it is only two half-days a year.  The information is used to increase our 
knowledge of species distribution and numbers. 
If you are interested, or just want to find out more before committing yourself, you can 
contact our very own Ewan Munro, Highland Branch WCBS Champion at wcbs@highland-
butterflies.org.uk.  He can suggest a suitable transect near you, send maps and a recording 
sheet – all you need to do then is return the completed sheet either on-line or by snail-mail. 
 

10. Join our new Highland Branch campaign group  
 
We are keen to set up a campaigning group to prevent habitat loss and damage caused by 
inappropriate development and land management, for example, the recently proposed golf 
course development at Coul Links in Sutherland.  Other ideas include contacting the Highland 
Council about their verge cutting regime which can be damaging to butterflies and 
wildflowers. 
 
People who become aware of issues can contact the group with details and then the group can 
give a co-ordinated response to the appropriate planning body or organisation through e-
mailing or letter-writing. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Pete Moore on tonuptwitcher@gmail.com.  

http://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/butterflyconservation
mailto:wcbs@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:wcbs@highland-butterflies.org.uk
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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Lead Belle Variant by Mark Wynn 

I was very excited on a sunny day at the end of May 2017 to detect interesting variants of the 
Lead Belle moth in Glen Orrin, Ross-shire. Or had I discovered a new species?!  The 
revealing identifying feature was that the two inner lines are scalloped such that they form 
three distinct circles on each wing – as clearly seen in this accompanying photograph. 

I began to wonder how I would find out if a similar variant had been seen or recorded before. 
Are descriptions logged anywhere e.g. British Museum of Natural History?   Or would I just 
have to trawl through the literature. 

Moreover, I'm not sure if one is allowed to name a new species from a photograph without a 
museum specimen to keep as a 'type' specimen. However, I was already naming this un-
named variant after my late sister – Scotopteryx mucronata rosalind.  I wasn't about to learn 
Latin!!! 

Anyway, Roy Leverton, the principal of all British moth-ers, thought the only way I'm going 
to know is to e-mail the image to the B M N H and they would check the national collections 
– though he mentioned that if it isn't there that doesn't mean it can't be in some museum in 
Germany or elsewhere. 

Consequently, I received back a most helpful e-mail. The B M N H has six specimens that all 
show these three circles to a varying degree and they are under the name ab. Juncta Lempke, 
1949.   Four of the specimens are from Torrington, Devon and the other two from Braemar. 
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David Barbour - twenty-one years as Highland Butterfly 
Recorder by Pete Moore 

As mentioned at the start of this newsletter, David Barbour is standing down as Highland 
Butterfly Recorder after twenty-one years, 1997 to 2017, an impressive stretch of voluntary 
work. To mark the occasion, I want to say something about David’s life-long commitment to 
lepidoptera but at the same time I don’t want this to sound like an obituary! David will 
hopefully continue to be involved with lepidoptera for years to come. 
 
Even as a student at Aberdeen University, David was an enthusiast for butterflies and moths. 
After University he was bright enough to succeed in making a career out of this interest by 
working as an entomologist for the Forestry Commission. His research focussed on the 
cyclical populations of forest “pests” including Pine Beauty and Pine Looper moths. 
 
Eventually, David left FC to become more independent, although, as an excellent field 
worker, he continued to do contract work for them. Although much of his work focussed on 
moths as pests, his broad knowledge and experience also made him an obvious person to 
involve in moth conservation work. For example, he carried out research on Kentish Glory 
moth at Dinnet and from 1990 monitored the relatively remote colony of New Forest Burnet 
moths on the Scottish west coast. His “mountain goat” abilities made him particularly 
suitable to work on the steep slopes and cliffs at the colony! When he stopped monitoring the 
New Forest Burnets, a neighbour said, “I miss his professional and good-natured presence 
and I’m sure the rock and shore does too”. More recently he has been involved in 
determining the extent of the recently discovered population of Pine-tree Lappet moth in the 
Highlands. 
 
David developed an increasing interest in butterfly distributions, especially Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary, and he was an obvious candidate to take over as Highland Butterfly Recorder in 
1997. Although moving to live in Perth and stepping down as Recorder, David will continue 
to be involved with butterflies and moths in the Highlands.  
 
I am planning to make a small presentation to David at the Recorder’s Gathering in Battleby 
on March 17th 2018. If you haven’t been to the Gathering before, it’s an enjoyable, 
informative, and sociable event. And the buffet lunch is brilliant! It would be great to see you 
there. 
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An obituary of Ray Collier 17 December 1935 - 15 March 

2017 by Mark Wynn 

Ray Collier was our first Chairman of the Highland Branch of Butterfly Conservation. 
Together with Magnus Magnusson & Martin Warren they launched the Branch 25 years ago 
this year. After his two year tenure Ray continued to promote Butterfly Conservation, and 
especially the Highland Branch, through his popular wildlife articles in two local newspapers, 
the Inverness Courier and the Highland News. 

Ray was immediately recognisable with his bald pate and long white beard. I often bumped 
into him in Inverness or in RSPB hides. His immense love of wildlife was infectious. He 
readily shared his knowledge and experience. You stopped and listened. We also discussed 
rugby union. Ray was born in Gloucestershire and played for Gloucester. Growing up in Bath 
I supported Bath. So, I must have watched Ray all those years ago. Moreover, that rivalry 
continued when we met up. 

In his articles Ray often mentioned how the small, beautiful dappled Chequered Skipper 
played an important part in his relationship with wildlife. Ray was warden at the Castor 
Hanglands National Nature Reserve in Northamptonshire. The principal conservation activity 
was focussed around butterflies and moths, and particularly the Chequered Skipper. Little did 
Ray know that by the mid '70's it would become extinct in England. Ray had moved to 
Scotland by then covering the NNRs in the Ardnamurchan area. Extraordinarily, part of the 
only area of Scotland where Chequered Skippers now fly. Usefully, Ray was able to bring his 
management experience – widening rides and glades. 

Mark Young tells a lovely story. “As a 
youngish lepidopterist I came to 
holiday near the River Kirkaig and one 
evening drove past the NCC house at 
Inverpolly and saw a moth trap being 
run there. The next day I called and 
found Ray Collier, who was delighted 
to welcome someone else who 
recorded moths and who was most 
helpful and showed me what he had 
been catching. His enthusiasm was 
tremendous and as I hadn't even moved 
to live in Scotland then, it was all so 
new and exciting.” 

At a Butterfly Conservation Highland 
Branch get-together Ray explained that 
he didn't run a moth light trap from his 
home in Strathnairn, near Inverness, 
where he lived because he has badgers  

Ray Collier at Loch Shiel 28th May 1984 

visiting his feeding station each night. Mothing was something he missed being able to do. 

He was a fine fella to know. 
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A few memories of Ray Collier by Stephen Moran (one of 
four editors of the Highland and Moray Butterfly Atlas) 

I met Ray Collier on my second day as a Natural History Curator at Inverness Museum, in 
November 1984. The NCC (now SNH for younger readers) HQ for North-West Scotland, 
Fraser Darling House, on Culduthel Road was a first port of call on my tour of introductory 
visits to local agencies. The number of staff in the building was quite small in those days and 
after short sessions with the two Deputy Regional Officers, I was ushered into the office of 
the Chief Warden, Ray, a man with a big black beard and a very firm handshake. 
 
I suspect that the first topic of conversation was the weather, but the second – and only other 
– topic was biological recording; bumblebees, dragonflies and butterflies. From here a 
collaboration developed which made parts of my job much easier and was crucial to several 
useful developments for biological recording in the Highlands. 
 
In 1984, Ray organised a chequered skipper working party in the Loch Sunart area, attended 
by NCC Wardens and, through his great kindness, by me. His interest in the species stemmed 
from his time at Castor Hanglands in Northamptonshire. 
 
From the 26-30 May we split into subgroups and prospected likely sites for the butterfly 
ranging across Doire Donn, Inverscaddle Bay, Glen Cripesdale, Ariundle NNR, the Sunart 
Woodlands and all points in between. The most memorable of these excursions, on 28th May, 
was a boat trip to explore the north-western shores of Loch Shiel. We stopped at every likely 
spot where there was a possibility of landing and had some success finding nectaring 
skippers. 

Ray Collier at Loch Shiel 28th May 1984 
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Ray took the lead in these things and was always a strong presence; he steered the boat, gave 
the orders (we manned the pumps) and was a fund of knowledge on nearby points of interest. 
One of our stops was at the landing stage of a very remote cottage which was, at that time, 
inhabited by the society-columnist turned natural history writer, Mike Tomkies. Ray was 
quite taken with the idea of catching up with a fellow wildlife writer but a note on the cottage 
door proclaimed that Mike would be “back in ten minutes”. We had good binoculars and a 
clear view for about five miles in each direction but could find no sign of a returning 
Tomkies, and so we sailed on, slightly crestfallen. The cruise back to Polloch was into an 
interesting head wind and I recall arriving on shore in a fairly damp condition. 
 
Ray kept us all busy in the evenings too, with single malts (discussion and moderate 
bibulation), the music of the Dubliners, Gaberlunzie and The Corries and moth trapping/
sugaring expeditions on Ariundle NNR. Some of the friendships developed on the trip proved 
immensely important and last to this day and, as the only non-NCC person present I regard it 
as an immense privilege to have been there. 
 
Ray’s post as Chief Warden plus his captive audience as a regular writer for a number of local 
newspapers and the Guardian gave him a ready-made network, in those pre-social media 
days, which proved invaluable in the early years of the HBRG and the Highland Branch of 
BC. Ray would write about recording projects and his articles spawned many ‘first contacts’ 
with recorders, some of who are still going strong. It brought on board people such as the late, 
great Jimmy Stewart (Grantown) who kept us all straight and enthused and was a major 
driving force behind the 1998 Highland Atlas. 
One of Ray’s other great enthusiasms was Rugby, he having played in his native 
Gloucestershire when younger (I think he was a scrum half). This meant that meetings might 
occasionally be curtailed during the autumn internationals and 5/6 Nations seasons so that he 
could make for the TV. Even my attempts to keep him there with the lure of much favoured 
dark chocolate covered ginger biscuits were futile. 
 
 For some reason I always thought that long beard was a part of the ‘naturalist image’ (he 
used to joke about it as a potential entanglement for bats). A chance encounter with 
Gloucester RU supporters on a train ten years ago may point to another explanation. I was 
behind them in a queue for the buffet and as each turned back with their purchased beers it 
became evident that all four had a chest length beard, just like Ray’s! 
 
Without his generous friendship many parts of my job would have been extremely difficult – I 
owe him a great debt. In more recent years our interaction was limited to the occasional chat 
on the phone, always about wildlife with only tiny references to his illness. Of course, I wish I 
had been in touch more often. 
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Butterfly House Update by Ailie Brown, Head Butterfly 

Keeper at Landmark Butterfly House, Carrbridge 

Since your Branch visit to the Butterfly 

House in April 2017, we have had lots of 

new additions.  We welcomed five budgies 

to our family in January. The budgies are a 

colourful and noisy group who have taken 

the responsibility of trimming the bamboo 

trees. 

Following the budgies, we rehomed two pairs of 

Indian Ring-necked Parakeets from separate 

locations in Scotland. They took a few days to build 

their confidence and find their feet (or should I say 

wings), but have now settled in well. 

One of our cheeky parakeets, Hector, keeps us 

entertained on a daily basis shouting ‘hello’, wolf 

whistling and stealing objects from the Staff Room. 

We now have our own breeding population of Owl 

Butterflies. The banana trees are a bit worse for wear but 

the caterpillars are happy.  

We did this by buying in around 20 at the start of the year 
and the very occasional five more, here and there. They 
seem to be the only species that will happily fly all year 
round. 

We’ve tried a few new species from S.E. 
Asia including the Tree Nymph Idea 
leuconoe, Malayan Lace Wing Cethosia 
hypsea, Giant Egg Fly Hypolimnas bolina, 
Lemon Pansy Junonia lemonias and 
Chocolate Soldier Junonia iphita.  
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Our Chinese Painted Quail doubled in numbers this year, so we had lots of adorable chicks 
running around. At the end of the summer we gave five males to the Butterfly World in 
Edinburgh and another three to a local family.  
 
We are happy to report that 2017 was a very busy and successful year for us. We are hoping 
to have a few more additions (possibly invertebrates) to the Butterfly House in 2018 and 
hopefully breed our own Atlas moths, sp. Attacus atlas, which has proved to be very popular 
with our visitors.  
 
We look forward to your next visit.  
 
Ailie, Skye and Emma. 

We have also had the odd Morpho achillies……. 

Editor’s note: The Landmark Butterfly House has been selling the Butterfly Conservation 

butterfly and moth pin badges since April last year.  Up to mid-February, £1675.27 has been 

raised for Butterfly Conservation funds which is a fantastic amount. 
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Grains of rice, lovely larvae and nasty little critters 
By Hilary Swift 

We all know what a poor summer 2017 was - the third such one in a row.  However, there are 
lepidopteran things to be seen on a cool, dull day.  Here are a few I came across last summer - 
some I went looking for, and some I found by accident . . . 
 
I’d been reading that both Orange-tip and Green-veined White butterflies lay their eggs on 
Cuckoo flower, so to further my knowledge, I thought I’d be clever and go looking for some.  
Sure enough, I found loads of eggs.  I have to say that the eggs are tiny, but obvious, and I 
found that rather than getting down on hands and knees in a ditch to study the Cuckoo flower, 
it was far better to remain standing and look through close-focussing binoculars.   
 
Apparently, Orange-tip caterpillars can be cannibalistic, so the adult female will usually lay 
only one egg on a single plant.  It is laid towards the top of the plant, underneath a flower and 
looks like a miniature grain of rice.  The hatched caterpillar will then feed on the developing 
seed head.  If you look closely at the photograph below, you can just make out the tiny orange 
egg of the Orange-tip underneath a flower bud.  The egg is pale at first, but turns orange after 
a couple of days. 

Orange Tip Butterfly Egg 

In comparison, the Green-veined 
White lays her white eggs on the 
underside of a leaf on the plant, as the 
caterpillars feed on the leaves.  She 
will lay more than one egg, also 
reminiscent of a grain of rice.  So it’s 
easy to see the difference, especially 
if you happen to find eggs of both 
species on a single plant.  So, 
remember: orange egg near the flower 
= Orange-tip, white egg on a leaf = 
Green-veined White. 
 
Now on to caterpillars.  In 2016, BC 
Highland Branch members found a 
Puss Moth larva at Tomintoul after 
one of our moth trapping events.  It 
had been feeding on a small spindly 
willow bush near to the entrance of 
the quarry and we seem to remember  

there was a second caterpillar on a smaller, even spindlier willow nearby.  In early July 2017, 

the mothing event was repeated and as per the previous year members had a wander around 

the quarry in search of Lepidoptera before returning home.  We made a bee-line for the same 

willow bush, never thinking we would find a Puss Moth larva there two years running, but we 

were wrong!  There was not one, but two larvae in the same bush.  We were lucky enough to 

have with us the moth master himself, Mr Roy Leverton, and he informed us that the female 

lays two eggs at a time on the same bush. We surmised that the caterpillars were in their  
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penultimate instar, as they didn’t have the characteristic ‘face’ and Roy reckoned that it 
wouldn’t be long before they reached their final instar.   
 
I returned to the quarry about ten days later to find both caterpillars still there, but only one in 
its final instar, freshly moulted, with the shed skin next to it.  Perfect timing. 

Freshly Moulted Puss Moth Larva with Moulted 

Skin beside it. 

In June I found this beautiful lime green 
Emperor Moth caterpillar with pink 
spots.  It was on Ling Calluna vulgaris 
in Anagach Woods, in the area where 
the old town tip used to be, which is 
actually quite good for butterflies, if you 
find yourself in that neck of the woods.  
In July, I was collecting the seed of 
Yellow Rattle when I nearly plucked 
this stripy Broom Moth caterpillar to put 
in my paper bag.  Good job I spotted it.   
 
However, the most impressive larva 

here, after Puss Moth, has got to be that 

of Pale Tussock and I confess that it 

wasn’t me who saw it.  It was spotted by 

Liz Amphlett somewhere south of the 

border and we are indebted to her and 

Andy who sent us their photo for 

identification.  
Emperor Moth Caterpillar 
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Pale Tussock Caterpillar (Above) 

Broom Moth Caterpillar (Left) 

Now to my final observation and if you are at all squeamish, I suggest you skip this 
paragraph!  Once again it was a caterpillar that caught my attention.  I got down on my hands 
and knees to photograph it – I don’t know my caterpillars, so I need to take photos and then 
go home to look them up.  Smart young things have something called an app, I believe.  I am 
of the old school – I still use reference books, but on this occasion I used the internet and the 
website www.ukleps.org.  I saw there was something else stuck to a nearby leaf which I 
thought could be the moulted skin of the same caterpillar, having grown into its next instar.  
On closer inspection, it wasn’t an old shed skin but a second larva which had met an untimely 
end.  It was being eaten by two shieldbugs.  I took a photo and went home to my reference 
library.  I identified the shieldbugs as Spiked Shieldbug and read that they are predators of 
caterpillars, especially butterflies, moths and sawflies.  This was a Red Admiral caterpillar.   

Spiked Shieldbug 

I sent my record of the shieldbugs to Murdo Macdonald 
at Highland Biological Recording Group, as the 
distribution map in the book showed the bug to be quite 
scattered in Scotland and I thought it might be of 
interest.  He replied to say thank you and to tell me of 
the occasion when he observed one, describing them as 
“nasty little critters”.   The shieldbugs catch their prey 
and suck them dry. Yes, that’s nature for you. 

http://www.ukleps.org
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Always something new…….. by Dr David Barbour 

We are now 23 years in to the ‘Butterflies for the New Millennium’ recording scheme. When 
it started in 1995 we thought it would be a big ask, in Highland Branch, to comprehensively 
map the distribution of our butterflies in the 5-year period then allotted for it. But the scheme 
has carried on, and the records have rolled in in their thousands, and tens of thousands. By 
now we might reasonably think our coverage of species distribution would be more or less 
complete. 
 
Well ‘more or less’ is a fair assessment. The broad-brush pattern of distribution for each of 
our 30 species is now well known (at least at the 10km-square level of resolution). But a 
challenge we did not foresee has been to keep track of the rapid changes in some species 
during these 23 years. For example, Peacock and Ringlet have both shown huge increases in 
their range in the area. And not only with these fast-expanding species, there have still been 
discoveries to make every year in the form of new, or previously-overlooked, colonies of 
butterflies. 
 
Reviewing results of recent years shows that, surprisingly, about 1 in 100 of all records 
submitted still generates a new 10km-square species record in Highland area. (And we 
average about 5,000 records coming in each year). To give a flavour of what is still being 
discovered, I thought I would pick out a selection of the more interesting and unusual new 
findings of 2017. 
 
Since the Atlas of butterflies we published in 2008 is already starting to get out of date, I have 
taken the opportunity to produce up-to-date maps of six species, on which the new 2017 
findings are plotted. 

Key to species maps: 

    2005-2016 

   1995-2004 only 

   new 2017, see text 
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Green Hairstreak 3 May Speymouth Forest NJ35 

I‘ll start with a very pleasing discovery of my own. Some years ago I was surprised to find, 

in a very ordinary conifer plantation in the heart of Speymouth Forest, a small colony of 

Rannoch Looper moths. This species feeds as a larva on bilberry, which was growing in 

abundance in the sheltered wayleave under a pylon line. Another bilberry feeder, sometimes 

found on the same sites as Rannoch Looper, is the Green Hairstreak.  Although the 

Hairstreak is quite localised in lowland Moray, it occurred to me that this spot might be well 

suited to it. I made a mental note to return at a suitable date to check for it. Sure enough, my 

hunch was confirmed in May this year and I had the pleasure of chalking up a new site for 

the species. In fact, it is 10 miles beyond what seemed to be the north-easterly limit of its 

range in the area.  
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Pearl-bordered Fritillary 21 May near Dunain Hill NH64 

The Pearl-bordered Fritillary is one of the crown jewels of our butterflies in the Highlands, 

where it has as many current sites as in the whole of England and Wales. It is commoner in 

the western and central parts of the region, having declined in the east (now possibly extinct 

in the whole of Moray). So there was great excitement when Cat Owen-Pam, cycling the 

Great Glen Way just west of Inverness, chanced upon a small colony in a bracken-clad 

wayleave. Luckily Cat was familiar with the distinction between this and the much 

commoner Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary, from her experience as an RSPB warden in 

England. That this key species could be living so close to the major population centre, un-

detected for 23 years of our recording scheme, is a wake-up call to all of us.  How many more 

colonies of ‘Priority Species’ may be waiting still to be discovered, right under our noses? 
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Large Heath 28 June Edinbane Forest, Skye NG35 

As the map shows, this bog-dwelling species is particularly widespread in our region (absent 

only from low-lying agricultural areas around the Moray Firth). Still there are some odd gaps 

in its coverage, as in the west of Skye and parts of Lochaber. So when Andy Williams was 

exploring a remote area of north-west Skye he was pleased to find a small number of them in 

a boggy area near plantation woodland. Perhaps even more pleased to be told this was the first 

we had recorded from that square since the current scheme began in 1995!  Andy’s 

photograph of the Large Heath can be seen on the Highland Branch website ‘Latest news’ 

page. 
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Small Blue 1 July River Dulnain NH82 

Mainly a coastal species with us, the Small Blue’s few inland colonies are small and 

vulnerable (and some have died out just in recent years). The butterfly is dependent on its 

larval foodplant Kidney Vetch, often found growing on river shingles or (post 1960s) on the 

tracks of disused railway-lines. Local residents Toby and Michelle Green were exploring the 

River Dulnain above Carrbridge and came across an extensive area of Kidney Vetch on the 

river bank. Two Small Blue butterflies were found, almost at the end of their flight period, 

quite worn but still recognisable.  The area of foodplant is extensive on both sides of the River 

Dulnain, so we hope this interesting new colony will turn out to be a large one. 
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Speckled Wood 12 July Melvich NC86 

The Speckled Wood has shown a remarkable increase and spread in the region, over a period 

of many years. It finally crossed the upland wastes of Sutherland and appeared on the north 

coast near Tongue a few years ago. But it is still quite localised in this area. So it was good to 

hear that Graham Crittenden in Melvich found one in a young woodland there this July -  and 

not just one, a number of them appeared over subsequent weeks, showing that the species has 

properly colonised here. 
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Comma 3 September River Spey near Aberlour NJ24 
 
This species has been appearing in very small numbers in the central Speyside area for a few 
years now. There are enough sightings to suggest these are not just vagrants but the start of a 
resident population. Pete Moore and Hilary Swift, walking the north bank of the Spey 
upstream from Aberlour, found one at rest on the side of the footpath!  This was the first 
sighting in our Highland region since 2015, but two others were later reported about the same 
time further up the Spey valley. 
 
These examples are just a small part of the story of new findings made by many different 
observers in 2017. I have not described the several new findings of Ringlet in the Fort 
Augustus/ Loch Oich area, or the new localities for Speckled Wood in Speyside, including 
colonization of the Insh Marshes reserve. All these discoveries show that the full story of our 
butterfly distributions is not yet told. It will never be finally complete, but there is enough to 
challenge us for several years yet to get out into new and unexplored areas and fill in a few 
more of the gaps! 
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Fencing in the New Forest Burnet by Dr Tom Prescott  

New Forest Burnet Adult 

The New Forest Burnet is only known in the 
UK from a single colony on the west coast 
of Scotland, following its extinction in 
England in 1927.  Conservation efforts at 
the site have focused on excluding sheep 
and resulted in the population increasing 
from c20 in the 1990’s to peak at c12,500 in 
2012.  
 
However, in the winter season of 2014/2015 
the fence surrounding the site that excluded 
the sheep was breached by land-slips and 
falling boulders.  In the summer of 2015 
emergency fence repairs were undertaken by  

volunteers from Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s Highland Branch and the sheep excluded, 
only for further damage to the fence and ingress of sheep the following winter.  The original 
fence was in very poor state with many loose and broken posts, snapped and brittle wires and 
it was deemed no longer viable to continue with further maintenance and repairs.  A new 
fence was required!  This is far easier said than done at this very remote site with incredibly 
steep terrain, even finding fencing contractors to provide a quote and willing to do the work 
proved difficult.   
 
The contract was awarded to local fencer Seumas MacNeil from Acharacle.  Work could not 
commence until a pair of Golden Eagles, nesting on the adjacent crags had finished breeding.  
A local landowner who monitors the nest announced that breeding was over in mid-August so 
materials were immediately ordered and delivered as close as possible to the site.  These were 
bundled into ten loads and transported to pre-marked locations along the proposed fence line 
by helicopter on 1st September.  Work commenced a few weeks later but was delayed by 
several periods of very wet and windy weather as well as a three week break to prevent 
disturbance to deer stalking.  The fence was finally completed in the first week of December.   
 
The new fence has been erected on the inside of the existing one with the aim that it will 
provide some protection by catching debris from any future landslips.  Seumas has done an 
outstanding job, particularly given the very difficult working conditions due to the site’s 
remoteness, the very steep and difficult terrain as well as the weather conditions.  
 
Moth numbers increased in 2017 after two very poor seasons due to the sheep and inclement 
weather but there is still a long way to go before the highs of 2012 are reached.  However, in 
the absence of sheep grazing the habitat for the moth will steadily improve and we are 
confident that the population will start to increase as a result.  Hopefully the fence will last for 
many years and thus continue to contribute to the conservation of one of the UK’s rarest 
moths. 
 
The new fence was funded through a contribution by Highland Council through the Scottish 
Landfill Communities Fund and Butterfly Conservation’s Matchpot.   
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Seumas bundling up 900m of fencing material ready for delivery to site by helicopter 

Materials being transported to the site by helicopter (left).  A close up of the new fence 

protected by the old fence (centre).  The new fence protected by the old fence (right). 
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A few notable moth records from Moray (VC95) and East 
Inverness-shire (VC96) in 2017 by Mike Taylor 

The number of moth records received at the time of writing is a little under 7,000 for Moray 

and approximately 6,000 for East Inverness-shire. As there are a number of records still to 

come in I am estimating that the combined totals for the two VCs should be somewhere close 

to 15,000, and providing these records come in, 2017 will be the best recorded year to date. 

There were three macro moth species added to the vice-county lists last year. Duncan 
Davidson trapped a Pale Pinion near to Nairn on 16th April making it a first record for East 
Inverness-shire (VC96). This was followed four weeks later with another Pale Pinion being 
trapped in East Inverness-shire by Paul Millard at Daltulich to the south west of Forres on 
14th May. Finally whilst checking some Michaelmas Daisy flowers by torchlight at dusk in 
our garden in Boat of Garten on 19th October I was fortunate enough to find yet another Pale 
Pinion. This time it was in Moray (VC95) and became the first record for that vice-county. 
Pale Pinion is a species that has shown a remarkable range expansion northwards over the 
past few years and has now reached the Moray coast, more about the range expansion of this 
species can be found in Leverton, R and Palmer, S (2009. The Spread of the Pale Pinion 
Lithophane Hepatica (Clerck) (Lep.: Noctuidae) into The Northern Half of England and 
Scotland Since 1990. Entomologist’s Rec. J. Var. 121: 129-133). 
 
The second species was an Argent and Sable found by Hayley Wiswell near Grantown on 
Spey on 18th June. This species is local but fairly widespread within East Inverness-shire but 

Hayley’s record was the first for Moray. 

Pale Pinion 
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The third new macro moth was a Copper Underwing species found by Wendy Anderson near 
Inverness on 15th August and unless another as yet unreported one was found last year, it is 
the first for Highland. The moth was seen nectaring on over-ripe bananas that had been left 
out for butterflies and moths. Despite a photograph being taken at the time it has not been 
possible to positively identify which of the two Copper Underwing species it is, the moth has 
therefore had to be recorded as a Copper Underwing aggregate, it remains however a valuable 
record showing that at least one of these species has now reached our area. Should anyone 
else be lucky enough to find another it would be very helpful if the specimen can be retained 
so that the actual moth can be seen in order to try to establish which of the two candidates it 
is. 
 
In addition to the new macro moths there were three new micro moth species recorded in each 

of the two vice-counties. 

In Moray I trapped a Pammene obscurana in Boat of Garten on 16th June. This was followed 

by an Ypsolopha sequella also trapped by me in Boat of Garten, this one on 27th August. Four 

days later, sorry me again, I found a larva of a Firethorn Leafminer Phyllonorycter 

leucographella, not unsurprisingly, within a mine on a leaf of a Firethorn bush in Findhorn. 

Ypsolopha sequella 

In East Inverness-shire on 29th April 

John Kemp found a tenanted mine on 

the tips of a Juniper bush, the leaves 

were retained and an adult Argyresthia 

dilectella emerged on 3rd July. Tom 

Prescott trapped an Argyresthia 

trifasciata in Kingussie on 18th June. 

Finally, I found leaf mines of the 

Firethorn Leafminer in the Inverness 

Botanic Garden on 1st September, this 

time they were on both Firethorn and 

Apple trees. 

Argyresthia trifasciata by Tom Prescott Pammene obscurana 
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Highlights of My Mothing Year - 2017 
by Pete Moore 

In last year’s Chequered Skipper I described how I clocked up 334 moth species during the 
course of 2016 and had a few adventures along the way - not all of them pleasant! 
Incidentally, “Well done” to Roy Leverton for spotting a mistake in last year’s article. I 
mentioned seeing Four-spotted Footman in Morvern. This should have been Four-dotted 
Footman! In my defence I would say that’s an easily made mistake.  
 
Anyway, since two people said they enjoyed reading my article, I thought I’d repeat the 
process this year and describe my mothing exploits of 2017. I shall omit what I think is the 
boring stuff and only give you the highlights. 
Just to recap…..I live in the middle of a town, surrounded by concrete and street lights, so 
almost all of my mothing is done away from home and due to working full-time, is mostly 
restricted to weekends.   
 
The incredible diversity of moths is, for me, one of their great attractions. And unlike 
butterflies, there is year-round interest. If you are already interested in moths, then I hope you 
enjoy this article through relating to my experiences. If you are new to moths, then I hope this 
inspires you to look for them and learn about them. But it comes with a health warning: 
mothing can become addictive! 
 
Some of the moths listed below have RDB, Na or Nb in brackets after their names. These 
refer to their UK distribution status (rarity). RDB (Red Data Book) species have been 
recorded in 15 or fewer 10km squares in the UK. Na (Notably scarce A) species have been 
recorded in 16 to 30 10km squares and Nb (Notably scarce B) species in 31 to 100 10km 
squares. 

Mother Shipton by Roy Leverton 

January. I saw my first moth 

of the year on the 25th – a 

Twenty-plume Moth flying in 

my living room. I suspect it 

had been hibernating in my 

outdoor wood-store, came 

indoors amongst a sack of 

wood and soon came to life in 

the warmth of my living-room. 

It is a distinctive and exquisite 

little moth and the only moth I 

saw this month. 

February. Only one moth seen 

again this month, on the 22nd, 

this time another micro-moth,  

Agonopterix arenella. This was also seen in my living-room and probably another hibernating 
denizen of my wood-store. 



38 

March. I only had one moth at home again this month. It was another living-room guest, this 
time Agonopterix heracliana or A. ciliella. These two species are impossible to separate when 
alive and active, so I was happy to accept it as one or the other. 
 
At the end of March, a week staying with my mother-in-law in the warmer climes of Surrey 

was the opportunity to do my first light trapping of the year. I love my 40W Lucent trap which 

neatly packs down into a small carrying case – ideal as hand luggage on the plane. Six nights of 

trapping turned up the usual common spring species such as Common Quaker, Hebrew 

Character, Clouded Drab and Chestnut. Although common species, it’s great to see them at the 

start of the season, like greeting old friends! But even better, there were also species that I 

don’t see near to home… Small Quaker, Twin-spotted Quaker, Blossom Underwing, Dotted 

Chestnut (Nb) and Early Grey. During the daytime, I noticed a leaf mine on bramble which 

belonged to Stigmella aurella. This was a pleasing find because it was my first foray into the 

world of leaf mines. There are quite a few micro-moths whose larvae feed within leaves and 

create distinctive “mines” that are identifiable to a species. The adult moths, in contrast, are 

mostly hard to find and often un-identifiable in the field.  

April. Back at home, I had another micro-moth indoors – this time Cork moth (Nemapogon 
cloacella). 
 
At the end of the month I did my first public moth-trapping event of the season at Landmark 
Adventure Park and we had the usual spring suspects such as Brindled Beauty, Red Chestnut, 
Diurnea fagella, Early Tooth-striped and Engrailed. 
 
On the last day of the month I trapped at Ballinlaggan RSPB reserve and species diversity 
started to improve. Species included Glaucous Shears, Pine Beauty, Puss moth, Red Sword-
grass, Elgin Shoot moth (Rhyacionia pinivorana) and Acleris abietana. 
 
May. On the first day of the month I had my first daytime outdoors record, Incurvaria 

pectinea, whilst on a walk near Grantown on Spey.  

I trapped at Ballinlaggan on several occasions. The rarest moth was Sweet Gale moth (Na).  

Although not so rare, I had some gorgeous 

moths in my traps - Elephant Hawkmoth, Fox 

moth, Yellow-barred Brindle, Grey Scalloped 

Bar, Birch Mocha, Herald, Poplar Hawkmoth, 

Lunar Thorn and Pale Prominent (I love this 

one because you can’t tell which way it’s 

facing!). 

A trap run at RSPB Insh Marshes added to the 
gorgeous moth list – White Ermine, Streamer 
and Small Phoenix – whilst daytime walks near 
to Grantown on Spey added Small Purple-
barred, Ruby and Garden Tigers and, one of 
my favourites, Mother Shipton (with the profile 
of a witch’s face on its wings!). Small Purple-barred by Roy Leverton 
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June. Further trapping at Ballinlaggan added Saxon (Nb), Beautiful Brocade and Sallow 
Kitten. 
 
I spent a week on Shetland mid-month, the primary attractions being birds and landscape, 
although of course I took my moth traps with me. Shetland is not a classic mothing 
destination because species diversity is so low. I ended up running my MV trap on one night 
only (on Fetlar) and my paltry catch of six Map-winged Swifts and one Angle Shades was 
described by my host as a very good catch! He had been running an actinic trap since April 
and had never caught more than a couple of moths! Mind you, it was cold at night and we 
were sometimes wearing woolly hats and gloves by day. I had more luck in the daytime 
though, seeing five micro-moth species, including Phiaris schultziana. I spoke to another 
resident moth-er on Shetland and he said the main problem, apart from a lack of species, was 
stopping one’s trap from being blown apart or blown over by the frequent high winds! And 
with only one resident butterfly species, Large White, I would not recommend Shetland as a 
lepidopteran destination. 
 
July. The month kicked off with a public moth trapping event at Tomintoul. I had trapped 
there the previous year in an area of limestone soils, hoping to find a limestone specialist. 
That didn’t happen but we saw plenty of moths. This year we only managed 44 species. 
However, there were some lovely moths, such as Poplar Hawk-moth, Beautiful Golden Y, 
Grey Dagger, Sallow Kitten, Burnished Brass and Argyresthia brockeella. But the best was 
saved until last. At the end, as I was packing up one of the traps, Pete Gordon noticed a small 
moth hiding underneath the bulb holder that had been previously overlooked. I didn’t 
recognise it but Roy Leverton, who was standing next to me, recognised it straight away as a 
rather obscurely marked Barred Carpet (Na). He also knew that it was a “first” for the Vice 
County, indeed realised later that it was new for North-east Scotland! Also, my “Waring and 
Townsend” field guide stated that it is found in “damp woodland and other sheltered damp 
places on base-rich rocks”. Yes, we had found our first lime specialist!  
 
I spent the following weekend on the Argyll coast, my now traditional annual trip to help 
monitor the UK’s only colony of New Forest Burnet moths. And, in the tradition of my 
previous trips, the weather was mostly poor - rainy and cold. Since it was too cold for the 
moths to be naturally active, I resorted to using newly developed artificial pheromones.  I had 
previously noted with Six-spot Burnets that pheromones spurred male moths into active flight 
on a day that would otherwise have been too cold for them to be active.  I hoped it would also  

Barred Carpet by Roy Leverton 

work with New Forest Burnets. Well, it did 

to an extent but nowhere near as successfully 

as with Six-spots.  However, there was a 

highlight – the pheromones attracted a rare 

form of Six-spot Burnet (form flava) in 

which the red colour on the wings is 

replaced by yellow throughout.  It was the 

first time I had ever seen this form (and may 

be the only time). Whilst negotiating the 

flowery cliffs I also came across Thyme 

Plume.     
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I ran moth traps overnight and 
caught a few species that I associate 
with the west coast, like Drinker, 
Triple-spotted Clay and Buff 
Ermine. 
 
Back at home, trapping at 
Ballinlaggan produced Round-
winged Muslin (confined in the 
Highlands to an area around 
Aviemore), Scotch Annulet (Nb), 
Yarrow Plume, Oblique Carpet, 
Great Brocade (Na) and Mompha 
propinquella.  

New Forest Burnet by John Knowler 

July was also the time for me to start monitoring the two Strathspey colonies of Dark 
Bordered Beauty (RDB). 2017 was a good year for them at Insh Marshes but they still had 
only a tenuous foothold at the colony near Grantown on Spey. 
 
I finished the month with a species I rarely see – Small Dusty Wave. And it was inside my 
house! 
 
August. I had a successful climb up onto the Cairngorm plateau to see dotterels and on the 
way down I found two mountain/moorland micro-moths: Epinotia mercuriana (Nb) and Udea 
uliginosalis (Nb). 
 
Moth trapping in woodland near to Grantown on Spey produced Plain Clay (Nb), Cousin 
German (RDB), Agonopterix umbellana (rarely recorded inland in this VC) and Angle-striped 
Sallow (Nb). And trapping at Ballinlaggan found White-line Dart, Setaceous Hebrew 
Character and four Rustics: Neglected, Autumnal, Heath and Black. There were notable 
numbers of Canary-shouldered Thorns (what a gorgeous moth – just what you want on a 
public moth trapping event to get folk excited) and high numbers of Mirificarma mulinella 
(not so gorgeous!). 

Dark Bordered Beauty by Roy Leverton 

September. I ran public moth 
trapping events at Newtonmore (Grey 
Chi) and Boat of Garten (Bordered 
Beauty, Suspected, Northern Deep-
brown Dart and Brown-spot Pinion).  
Interestingly, because of where I 
work, I see far fewer Bordered 
Beauties than the much rarer Dark 
Bordered Beauty. 
 
I rounded off the month with some 
autumn classics: Brindled Ochre, 
Frosted Orange and Green-brindled 
Crescent. 
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Cousin German by Chris Williams 

October. Mild weather allowed 
trapping to continue. Numbers were 
low but new species for the year 
continued to appear, for example 
Red-line Quaker and December 
Moth at Ballinlaggan. 
 
At month’s end, I had another trip to 

relatives in Surrey and again my 

moth trap went with me. The 

weather was very mild and so I had 

high hopes for the mothing but 

actually numbers were really low, 

for whatever reason.  

The local VC Recorder said it was a poor autumn for the area. Still, I was pleased to see 
Yellow-line Quaker, Acleris schalleriana and Light Brown Apple Moth (Epiphyas 
postvittana). 
 
November. My Surrey trip edged into November and new species were Shuttle-shaped Dart 
on the 2nd and Feathered Thorn on the 3rd – my last recorded moth of the year. 
 
So, in 2017 I saw a total of 279 moth species (334 in 2016 and 256 in 2015). I saw moths in 
every month of the year, although in December I only saw moths in my car headlights and 
didn’t identify them, so I didn’t put any records in for that month. I felt at year’s end that I 
hadn’t seen anything out of the ordinary, but looking back on it now, I saw some brilliant 
moths. Roll on 2018! 

Bordered Beauty by Roy Leverton (above) 

Canary-shouldered Thorn by Roy Leverton 

(left) 
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Kentish Glory Pheromone Trials 2017 by Dr Tom Prescott 

Introduction 
Kentish Glory is a large, beautiful, iconic, spring moth that is confined in the UK to Scotland, 
where its distribution is centred on the Cairngorms and Forestry Commission Scotland’s 
Culbin Forest on the Moray coast.  It is a moth of open birch woodland, woodland edges, 
wayleaves, rides and tracksides, and plantation clear-fell where birch up to 2.5m grows in an 
open unshaded woodland structure.  Concerns have been growing over its conservation status 
as its habitat is relatively scarce and ephemeral, leading to habitat fragmentation and the 
resulting isolation of populations.  Furthermore, most recent records have come from two or 
three well known sites, making it unclear how it is faring elsewhere.   
 
In addition, Kentish Glory is not the easiest species to locate, not helped by the vagaries of 

Scotland’s spring weather, that can change its annual phenology by up to a month.  Adults are 

regularly recorded by light trapping and males fly actively in warm, sunny conditions 

searching for females from mid-morning to mid-afternoon.  In late April and May, daytime 

searches for egg batches and adults can be successful by carefully checking the outer twigs of 

suitable birches.  Kentish Glory males can be “assembled” to caged virgin females, but this 

requires access to freshly emerged females that have been purposely reared.  This was such a 

successful method that it probably contributed to the moth’s decline and extinction south of 

the border through overuse by unscrupulous collectors.  So if it was such a successful 

technique could it not be used to help determine the moth’s current status in Scotland. 

Artificial Pheromone 
In 2016 by working with scientists at Canterbury Christchurch University, the Kentish Glory 
female sex pheromone was identified following analysis by gas chromatography coupled 
mass spectrometry, on a gland extract from a Scottish reared female Kentish Glory by Ph.D. 
student Ashen Oleander.  However, no moths were attracted to rubber septa lures baited with 
0.1mg of the synthesised pheromone when tested in the field in 2016 by Butterfly 
Conservation Scotland (BCS) volunteers.  Limited testing of higher concentrated lures was 
also undertaken at ten (1mg) and twenty times (2mg) the original concentration, but these also 
produced negative results.  Tests after the field trials confirmed that the correct synthesised 
compound had been deployed in the lures and that the right lures had been distributed to the 
volunteers.   

It was therefore decided that field trials 

should continue in 2017 but with the 

synthesised pheromone being deployed at 

the original concentration (0.1mg) on 

three different substrates; butyl rubber 

septa (S) (exactly as used in 2016), glass 

vials (G) and polypropylene PCR tubes 

(P).  Another aspect that would be tested 

was the importance of visual clues to 

attract males to the lures.  Ashen, 

therefore made up wonderful life-size 

dummy females made of felt, pipe 

cleaners and acrylic paint.  Photo on right. 
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Thirty sets of the three pheromone 

lures (S, G & P) were distributed to 

BCS volunteers along with a 

dummy female.  The three different 

lures (S, G & P) were to be 

deployed simultaneously, with 

most recorders suspending them 

from small netted bags around 1m 

apart from the lower outer branches 

of trees or suspended from garden 

canes, see photo on right. 

Results 
218 lure trials were undertaken in 2017 between 8th April and 21st May by twenty-four 

different recorders.  The map below shows the location of all trials including the 58 (26.6%) 

successful trials.  This clearly highlights that the trials were undertaken across the species’ 

range.  
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Successful Trials 
In the majority of cases where males were seen it was not possible to determine which of the 
three lures the moth was specifically attracted to as summarised in Table 1 and there were 
only eight trials where males were recorded landing on one of the lures (Table 2). 

Lure substrate (S/G/P) that attracted 
KG 

No. of positive trials 

No specific lure 24 (42.9%) 

G 18 (32.1%) 

G & P 6 (10.7%) 

S 3 (5.4%) 

P? 2 (3.6%) 

G? 1 (1.8%) 

P 1 (1.8%) 

S & P 1 (1.8%) 

Table 1: Results showing attractiveness of male Kentish Glory to the different lure substrates 

Lure substrate (S/G/P) No. of trials 

G 6 

P 1 

S 1 

Table 2: Results showing cases where male Kentish Gory landed on the lures 

Both tables clearly show that the glass vial (G) proved to be the most effective in attracting 
male Kentish Glory.  Recorders were also asked to estimate how long any males spent within 
1m of the lures.  Of the 27 occurrences where this information was recorded on average the 
males spent 9.2 seconds within the 1m, however, in 17 (63%) of these cases they spent five or 
less seconds within the 1m, emphasising how brief and flitting these attractions often were 
and also highlighting the difficulty in categorically stating which of the three lures the moth 
was specifically attracted to. 
 
Unfortunately the use of the wonderful dummy females did not further enhance the 
attractiveness of the lure.  In the sixteen cases where Kentish Glory was attracted to the lures 
and the dummy was deployed no response to the dummy was noted.   
 
All positive trials took place over a twenty-four day period between 16th April and 9th May 
with 206 of the trials (94.5%) undertaken within this time period.  Trials undertaken outwith 
this period, therefore, may well have been outside the Kentish Glory flight period. In most 
cases where males were attracted to the lures this happened very quickly with 25 cases (68%),  
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Discussion, conclusions and plans for 2018 
Despite completely negative results from fieldwork undertaken in 2016, 26.6% of trials (58) 
in 2017 obtained positive results by attracting male Kentish Glory.  The success and potential 
of the lures was also clearly demonstrated as a number of new sites were discovered and the 
refinding of Kentish Glory at former sites, as well as its rediscovery in Perthshire, the first 
record since 2000.   
 
It was clear from the recording forms and live feedback during the course of the field season 
that the lures were able to attract male Kentish Glory even in cold and windy conditions, but 
they were rarely capable of enticing the males directly to the lures, with most flying several 
metres downwind or momentarily swooping past the lures.  This is supported by there being 
only eight trials where males were recorded landing on the lures.  Further work is therefore 
needed to optimise aspects of the lure including its composition, concentration and/or 
substrate through comparative trials including the possibility of direct comparison with reared 
female moths to assemble males and study their response.   
 
Further trials are therefore planned for 2018, these will be overseen by Gabby Flinn 
(Gabrielle.Flinn@rspb.org.uk) the Rare Invertebrates in the Cairngorms Officer both within 
and outside the national park as Kentish Glory is one of six scarce and threatened 
invertebrates that the project is focussing upon.  If you want to take part in 2018 please either 
contact Gabby or Tom Prescott, (Email tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org Tel: 01540 
661469).   
 
Finally I would like to acknowledge the help of all volunteers who undertook pheromone 
trials in 2017 and thus contributed to improving our knowledge of Kentish Glory, and also 
acknowledge financial assistance from SNH.  Here’s to further success in 2018. 

Kentish Glory Male 

mailto:Gabrielle.Flinn@rspb.org.uk
mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Caption Competition 

We’ve decided to run the caption competition again after last year’s success.   

What is Pete Moore Up to? 

All entries will be read out anonymously at the AGM on Saturday the 14th of April and the 
winner will be decided by popular vote (or loudest groan)! 
 
Entries should be sent to me by the 7th of April, either by email to: 
unicorn64@btinternet.com or you can phone me on 07450 548862 if you don’t have access 
to email.   
 
Alternatively, if you are attending the AGM, then you can hand in your entry on the day. 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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Conservation of Dark Bordered Beauty Moth  
by Gabrielle Flinn and Pete Moore 

Dark bordered beauty moth is only found at three sites in Scotland and one site in England. 
Two of the Scottish sites are within Highland, namely RSPB Insh Marshes and a private site 
near Grantown on Spey. 
 
RSPB staff and volunteers from Insh Marshes lead on monitoring numbers of moths at these 
two sites with support from Butterfly Conservation. In 2017, additional work was carried out 
by the Rare Invertebrates in the Cairngorms project lead by Gabrielle Flinn the Project 
Officer. This report is thus in two parts. 
 
Monitoring numbers  
 
Insh Marshes: This year, 2017, most of the monitoring was carried out by Ivan Lang, on 
sabbatical with RSPB. He recorded a record number of moths, see table below, although this 
is still a small colony. The population index is calculated by adding together the maximum 
number of moths recorded at each area of aspen suckers. A combination of light trapping and 
daytime monitoring is used.  
 

 
 
With the habitat in good shape, we are hoping that the Insh colony will continue to increase in 
the years ahead. 
 
Grantown: Bridget England, another RSPB staff member on sabbatical, helped monitor this 
site. As can be seen from the table below, there is a worryingly low number of moths.  

 
 

Year Population index 
2010 15 

2011 3 

2012 5 

2013 23 

2014 37 

2015 3 

2016 40 

2017 47 

Year Population index 
2010 17 

2011 3 

2012 1 

2013 2 

2014 3 

2015 1 

2016 3 

2017 5 
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Unlike at Insh Marshes, the quality of the habitat is declining, in terms of number and quality 
of aspen suckers. We are taking steps to remedy this, see the next section below. 
 
The Rare Invertebrates in the Cairngorms (RIC) project is working to improve the 
conservation fortunes of some of the Cairngorms National Park’s rarest species by recruiting 
local volunteers to help survey for them, as well as offering advice to landowners on how best 
to manage habitats for their needs. The project is a partnership between RSPB, Cairngorms 
National Park Authority, Buglife, Butterfly Conservation and SNH and is part-funded by the 
Scottish Government and European Community LEADER 2014-2020 programme. The dark 
bordered beauty moth is one of the species that the project is focussing on, along with Kentish 
glory. 
 
The dark bordered beauty, is named literally (as is the habit of lepidopterists), and bears a 
thick dark border along the edge of its yellow-orange wings whilst also being strikingly 
beautiful. In Scotland, the caterpillars feed on the leaves of young aspen suckers whilst those 
south of the border have a preference for creeping willow. 
 
Caterpillars hatch in May after overwintering as eggs, pupate into adults in July and can be 
found flying into August. Males, who are darker in appearance are the most likely to be seen 
as they are more mobile than the females who are more likely to stay very close to where they 
hatch. 
Due to a loss of native woodland, the increase of grazers and a reduction in diversity within 
forests (meaning there are less open glades and trees which are all of a similar age) over the 
decades, this moth has suffered as the niche it has evolved to occupy has dramatically 
reduced. 
 
During the first year of the project we were keen to train volunteers to identify the moth and 
its habitat. As such, on August 4th we ran a training day with Pete Moore at the Insh Marshes 
reserve. Ten people attended the training day and were graced with presence of several males 
and females flying around an aspen suckering site. Aspen suckers are the food plant of the 
moth, it is believed that the young leaves are of a specific nutrient content that attracts the 
moths. 

 
 

DBB Training Day Dark Bordered Beauty 
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Following the training day, volunteers undertook the important job of mapping suitable 
habitat for the moth at a key site where the moth is known to occur. They spent the day 
walking transects across the site to spot suitable patches of suckering aspen which were then 
mapped out. This valuable information can then be used to protect this habitat and monitor it 
during the flight season. Over winter, electric fences were placed around this key habitat to 
protect it from grazing which the RIC volunteers monitored to ensure the fences were 
working throughout this time. 
 
During the flight season, we also took the opportunity to do moth trapping at some good 
suckering sites across the park where the moth had not yet been observed. Although it was not 
found this time, the team hope to revisit these sites and some new ones in 2018. By 
monitoring suitable habitat where it has not yet been found, we hope to ensure that the habitat 
is protected to enable the species to spread and recolonise parts of the national park. 
 
We look forward to an exciting year ahead with the project and hope to recruit even more 
volunteers to help us find and protect this incredible species. To find out more about the 
project and volunteering, contact gabrielle.flinn@rspb.org.uk. 

Dear Reader by Hilary Swift 

It would be great to get more articles for Chequered Skipper written by you, the reader!   
 
If you have something that you would like to share with us about butterflies and/or moths, 
then we want to hear from you.  It doesn’t have to be scientific or knowledgeable, and you 
don’t have to be a good speller or perfect with your grammar.  Just be yourself and tell us 
about a nice experience you’ve had pertaining to Lepidoptera.  So, get that pen to paper or 
rattle that keyboard for the next Chequered Skipper.  We will remind you in our autumn 
newsletter! 

Highland & Islands Branch Field trips and events – 2018 

Events are listed below in chronological order. There will be additional events, the details of 
which had not been finalised before this newsletter went to print. These events will be 
advertised on the BC Highland Branch website and e-mailed to those members for whom we 
have an e-mail address.  Apologies to those who do not have ready access to a computer. 
 
If you are not on our e-mail list and would like to be added, please contact Audrey Turner, 
Branch Membership Secretary, unicorn64@btinternet.com  
 
If you have any ideas for future field trips or other events please contact Pete Moore, Events 
Organiser, tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  If you would like a field trip to take place in your local 
area, get in touch and we’ll see what we can organise. 
 
These events are free and open to both BC members and non-members.  
 
Car sharing. For environmental and social reasons, it would be good if people car shared 
when attending events. If you are travelling by car and happy to give someone else a lift or if 
you would like a lift to an event, please contact the event leader beforehand and they will try 
to match people up.  

mailto:gabrielle.flinn@rspb.org.uk
mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
mailto:tonuptwitcher@gmail.com
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MARCH 
Saturday March 10 - BC Day of Action: Habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary, Glen Orrin near Muir of Ord. 
 
Saturday March 24 – Micro-moth workshop, Kilmorack near Beauly. 
 
MAY 
Sunday May 20 – Field trip for Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Glen Orrin near Muir of Ord. 
 
Saturday May 26 or Sunday May 27 -  Field trip for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy 
Skipper.  Polmaily, near Drumnadrochit. 
 
Tuesday May 29 – Recording and Monitoring Lochaber’s Butterflies, Fort William. 
 
Wednesday May 30 – Moth Morning, Fort William. 
 
JUNE 
Sunday June 3 - Allt Mhuic Open Day. Moth traps, butterfly walk and BBQ. Loch Arkaig 
near Spean Bridge. 
 
Sunday June 17 – Field trip for Small Blue. Sluggan near Carrbridge 
 
Saturday June 23 – Moth traps and butterfly walk. Insh Marshes near Kingussie. 
 
Sunday June 24 – Moths & Butterflies of Anagach Woods, Grantown-on-Spey. 
 
JULY 
Sunday July 1 – Field trip for butterflies. Struie Hill near Alness. 
 
Sunday July 15 - Landmark Adventure Park Moths 
 
Saturday July 21 – Moth Morning, Fort William 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Saturday September 15 – habitat management work party for Pearl-bordered Fritillary. 
Polmaily near Drumnadrochit. 

2018 Events at a glance - in chronological order 

Your Event Leaders 

Margaret Currie 
Margaret is Vice-County Moth Recorder for East Ross-shire and so it goes without saying 
that she knows a lot about moths, but her knowledge extends beyond moths to butterflies and 
other wildlife. 
 
Pete Moore 
Pete is Chairman and Events Co-ordinator of BC Highland Branch. He came to moths 
relatively late in his career as a nature reserve Warden but his enthusiasm for moths has 
overtaken that of birds and other wildlife. His main passions: moths, mountains and 
motorbikes. 
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Hilary Swift 
Hilary is enthusiastic about all wildlife, but particularly butterflies, which has landed her 
with the new role of Butterfly Recorder for VC96.  Other voluntary pastimes include 
walking two butterfly transects and being on the committee for the Anagach Woods Trust in 
Grantown.  She enjoys nothing more than wielding a tree-popper at a scrub-bashing event, 
planning butterfly holidays abroad and guerrilla gardening around Grantown. 
 
Tom Prescott 
Tom works for Butterfly Conservation Scotland as Senior Conservation Officer.  He has 
been enthusiastic about moths and butterflies for a long time, is extremely knowledgeable 
and is Vice-County Moth Recorder and Butterfly Recorder for West Inverness.  Other 
personal skills include riding his bike, brewing beer, baking cakes and telling bad jokes; but 
not all at the same time! 
 
Audrey Turner  
Audrey sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch and is Branch Treasurer, Webmaster, 
Membership Secretary, Facebook administrator and editor of “Chequered Skipper”! Audrey 
is an excellent field naturalist and her knowledge extends beyond butterflies to moths, 
plants, birds and other wildlife.  
 
Mark Wynn 
Mark sits on the committee of BC Highland Branch. He has a love of wildness & natural 
history. Hence why he & his wife retired to Scotland. He believes music - especially jazz & 
R&B - is the most dazzling fruit of human creation. Closely followed by films & 
football. Sources for the spirit. Thus, Mark will keep you entertained. 
 
Ross McIlwrath 
Ross is working with BC as a trainee with the TCV Natural Talent Programme, studying 
Peatlands and Micro moths. He is enthusiastic about all wildlife but is particularly 
passionate about birds and moths. Hailing from Northern Ireland, he is currently enjoying 
experiencing the natural wonders and wildlife of Scotland.  

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION 50TH ANNIVERSARY CONSERVATION DAY OF 
ACTION 
 
In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Butterfly Conservation, a National Day of 
Conservation Action is taking place throughout the UK on Saturday 10 March 2018.  As 
part of this celebration Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s Highland Branch will be holding a 
work party to benefit Pearl-bordered Fritillary on Fairburn Estate in Glen Orrin, near Muir 
of Ord.  
 
Date: Saturday March 10 
 
Time: Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm. 
 
Description: Another chance to help cut back vegetation and rake up excessive bracken to 
improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries.  Both species 
occur on the south facing slopes and track-sides on the slopes of An Dun.  This will be the 
fifth “bash” at the site and the fourth in the spring.  We will focus on the very steep slopes 
adjacent to and immediately below the track.   

Details of events in chronological order 
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Meeting place: Parking at the work site is limited, therefore, we will meet at the visitor’s car 
park at the entrance to Glen Orrin, grid ref NH474514 (OS Map Landranger 26) at 10.30am.  
We will then take as few cars as possible a mile further up the glen to the site.  If you cannot 
make it at 10.30 then hopefully you will find us up the glen on the south or left-hand side of 
the road as you drive up the glen along the track that starts at approx. NH464517. 
 
Directions: From Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles to 
Aultgowrie.  On the south side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a small car park for 
visitors.   
 
Approx duration: 4-6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever you want.  
Every little helps so if you only want to come for an hour you will still be very welcome. 
 
What’s needed: Bring lunch and wear old clothes.  Bring gloves, rakes, secateurs, loppers 
and bow-saws if you have them.  Further hand-tools, including our wonderful Tree Poppers 
and gloves will be available.  Tea, coffee and cake will also be provided – maybe even a BC 
50th Birthday cake 
 
Leader names: Tom Prescott and Margaret Currie 
 
Leaders contact details: Tom: Tel: 01540 661469 or Mob: 07979 785665 
email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
Margaret: Tel: 01349 877223 Email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com  

MICRO-MOTH WORKSHOP 
 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch in conjunction with The Conservation Volunteers 
 
Target Species: Micro-moths 
 
Date: Saturday March 24 
 
Time: 10am to 4pm 
 
Meeting place: Kilmorack Village Hall, a red building situated just off the A831 road to 
Cannich, about three miles from Beauly. Grid ref: NH 493 443 (OS map 26: Inverness & 
Loch Ness) 
 
Description: An informative workshop about how to search for and identify micro moths. 
Content will include: 
 

1. Highlighting the resources available to aid in micro-moth ID and the limitation of each 
resource. 

 
2. Common species found in traps and gardens to look out for and how to identify them. 

 
3. How to identify the family groups, to facilitate the recorder to be comfortable with 

getting to the species level on their own. 
 
4. Learn and practice techniques for daytime searches. 

mailto:tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org
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Approx. duration: Six hours 
 
What’s needed:  Bring a packed lunch, walking shoes and waterproofs. Tea and coffee will 
be provided.  
 
Any other information:  PLEASE NOTE: BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL. Please e-mail (or 
phone) Ross to book your place or to get more details. 
Although not technical, this workshop is aimed at people who have some previous knowledge 
of moths. 
 
Leader name:  Ross McIlwrath 
 
Leader contact details:Tel: 07727 230032  
email: rmcilwrath@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
GLEN ORRIN FIELD TRIP 
 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch  
 
Target Species: Pearl-bordered Fritillary  
 
Date: Sunday May 20 
 
Time: 10.30am 
 
Meeting place: Car park at NH474514 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness & Loch Ness). From 
Marybank on the A832 take the minor road south for 1.5 miles to Aultgowrie. On the south 
side of the bridge turn west for 200 yards to a small car park for visitors. 
 
Description: We have been counting the Pearl-bordered Fritillaries here every year since they 
were found in 2009. Scrub clearance by BC volunteers at the site has taken place over the last 
four years enabling the food plant, violets, to flourish. 
 
There is a short uphill section on to the track after which it continues gently upwards. The 
estate have now cleared the track on the opposite side of the glen which means we can now do 
a circuit of about 5 miles. Last year there was a report of PBF further up the hill where the 
track crosses over. 
 
Approx duration: 4 hours depending on weather 
 
What’s needed: Lunch, boots and waterproofs 
 
Any other information: We have always called this area “tick hill”, so be warned. 
 
Leader name: Margaret Currie 
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01349 877223 or Mob: 07484 778684 
email:  moths.vc106@btinternet.com 

mailto:rmcilwrath@butterfly-conservation.org
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POLMAILY BUTTERFLY WALK, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT 
 
Organiser: BC Highland & Islands Branch  
 
Target Species: Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper 
 
Date: Saturday May 26 or Sunday May 27 
 
Time: 10.30  
 
Meeting place: The end of the forest track into Polmaily, about 2 miles west of 
Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards Cannich. Grid ref NH 484304 (OS sheet 26 – Inverness 
and Loch Ness). 
 
Description: A visit to see the rewards of previous habitat management undertaken by 
members of Highland branch. 
 
Approx duration: Up to 4 hours 
 
What’s needed: Bring a packed lunch 
 
Any other information: Whether the trip will be run on the Saturday or the Sunday will be 
decided nearer the time, dependent on the weather forecast. Please phone Mark a few days 
beforehand for the final decision. 
 
Leader name: Mark Wynn 
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01463 222060 or Mob: 07944 708608                            
email: markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 
RECORDING AND MONITORING LOCHABER’S BUTTERFLIES 
 
Organiser: Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Landscape Partnership 
 
Target Species: Chequered Skipper and Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
 
Date: Tuesday May 29 
 
Time: 10am – c3pm 
 
Meeting place: Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, Claggan Road, Fort 
William, PH33 6PH.  Grid reference NN116742 
 
Directions: If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the town on the A82 
and turn left onto Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan Industrial Estate, Achintee and 
Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right after about 400m onto Achintee Road and then right 
again after just 20m into the entrance to the car park to An Drochaid. 
 
If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan Road which lies 
c150m to the north of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  Then follow the directions above. 
 

mailto:markwynn@highland-butterflies.org.uk
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Description: The event will focus on different techniques for recording and monitoring 
butterflies including timed counts and transects.  It will also include an introduction to the 
butterflies of Lochaber covering all 22 species recorded in the area but paying particular 
attention on the scarce Chequered Skipper and Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  After an indoor 
presentation an afternoon field trip in Glen Nevis will look for spring butterflies and day-
flying moths.  It is hoped that participants will be keen to record and help monitor butterflies 
in Glen Nevis and elsewhere in the local area over the rest of the summer.   
 
Approx duration: 2-3 hours indoors followed by a 2-3 hour field trip.  In the unlikely event 
of unsuitable butterfly weather the field trip may be postponed until the following afternoon.  
 
What’s needed: Plenty of sunshine, packed lunch, stout walking shoes and a good sense of 
humour! 
 
Any other information: Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.  Butterfly books and 
charts will be available to buy as well as free butterfly and moth leaflets to take away. 
 
Booking: To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are limited.  This can be 
done online at http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by contacting Tom (details 
below). 
 
Leader contact details: Tom Prescott Tel: 01540 661469.  Mob: 07979 785665 
email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  
 
MOTH MORNING  
 
Organiser:  Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Landscape Partnership 
 
Target Species:  Moths! 
 
Date:  Wednesday May 30 
 
Time:  10am till around noon.    
 
Meeting place:  Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, Claggan Road, Fort 
William, PH33 6PH.  Grid reference NN116742  
 
Directions.  If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the town on the A82 
and turn left onto Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan Industrial Estate, Achintee and 
Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right after about 400m onto Achintee Road and then right 
again after just 20m into the entrance to the car park to An Drochaid. 
 
If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan Road which lies 
c150m to the north of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  Then follow the directions above. 
 
Description:  Come and find out more about the fascinating and wonderful world of moths.  
We will be checking the contents of moth traps set locally the night before.  All moths caught 
will be released unharmed. 
 
Approx duration:  2-3 hours depending on how many moths are caught! 

http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/
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What’s needed:  Cool, calm and muggy weather on the night before to ensure a good haul of 
moths.    
 
Any other information:  Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.   
 
Booking:  To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are limited.  This can be 
done online at http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by contacting Tom (details 
below). 
 
Leader Name: Tom Prescott 
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01540 661469 Mob: 07979 785665 
email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org  
 
ALLT MHUIC OPEN DAY – A TRIPLE CELEBRATION: 50 YEARS OF BUTTERFLY 
CONSERVATION, 25 YEARS OF HIGHLAND BRANCH AND 15 YEARS OF ALLT 
MHUIC RESERVE!! 
 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch  
 
Target Species: Chequered Skipper, Pearl-bordered Fritillary and moths! 
 
Date: Sunday June 3 
 
Time: 10.30am 
 
Meeting place: Allt Mhuic reserve car-park on the north shore of Loch Arkaig, along a 
narrow, single-track road, six miles west of Clunes. Grid ref: NN 121912 (OS sheet 34 Fort 
Augustus) 
 
Description: BC is 50 years old this year and reserve open days are taking place throughout 
the UK. Also, Highland Branch was launched EXACTLY 25 years ago this day in 1993. 
What better place to celebrate than Highland’s only butterfly reserve, managed by BC 
Scotland in conjunction with Forestry Commission Scotland and what more appropriate 
butterfly to look for today than Chequered Skipper, the emblem of Highland Branch?  
 
As if that wasn’t enough to celebrate, it just so happens that Allt Mhuic reserve itself was 
opened exactly 15 years ago this weekend!  
 
The morning will start with a look through moth traps run the previous night, then we will go 
for a walk around the 2-mile trail in search of butterflies and day-flying moths. Back at the car 
park we will round off the day with a BBQ provided by Highland Branch. 
 
Approx duration: Until early evening if you stay for the BBQ. 
 
Leader name: Pete Moore 
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01479 872261 Mob: 07866 578079 
Email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com 

http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/
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SMALL BLUE AT SLUGGAN BRIDGE 
 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch  
 
Target Species: Small Blue 
 
Date: Sunday June 17 

 
Time: 10.30am 
 
Meeting place: Carrbridge car park grid ref NH907227, we will then go along Station Road 
to a small parking area near Sluggan Bridge in as few cars as possible, grid ref NH875213 OS 
sheet 36. 
 
Description: Last year some BC members found a colony of Small Blue butterflies which 
had not been recorded previously at this site.  We’ll look at the area they were found and see 
if we can discover how extensive the colony is.  If time/weather/enthusiasm permits, there are 
other areas of Kidney Vetch, the larval foodplant, nearby that could also be checked. 
 
Approx duration: 3-4 hours 
 
What’s needed: Packed lunch, midge repellent, stout footwear 
 
Leader name: Audrey Turner 
 
Leader contact details: Mob: 07450 548862  
email: unicorn64@btinternet.com  
 
MOTHS AT THE MARSHES – NATIONAL INSECT WEEK 
 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch  
 
Target Species: Moths and butterflies! 
 
Date: Saturday June 23 
 
Time: 10am 
 
Meeting place: RSPB Insh Marshes car park. 2 miles out of Kingussie on the B970 (past 
Ruthven Barracks). NN775998 (OS map 35 – Kingussie) 
 
Description: A look through moth traps run the previous night and then, if the weather is 
good, go for a butterfly walk. 
 
Approx duration: Up to 6 hours, depending on how many moths there are and if the weather 
is good enough for a butterfly walk! 
 
What’s needed: Midge repellent and a packed lunch. Stout footwear if walking the trail 
which is uneven. 
 
 

mailto:unicorn64@btinternet.com
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Any other information: This event is being run as part of National Insect Week – a 
celebration of bugs with events taking place throughout the UK. 
 
Leader name: Pete Moore 
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01479 872261 Mob: 07866 578079 
Email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com 
 
MOTHS AND BUTTERFLIES OF ANAGACH WOODS 
 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch and Anagach Woods Trust 
 
Target Species: Whatever we find! 
 
Date: Sunday June 24 
 
Time: 10am 
 
Meeting place: Anagach Woods car park at the end of Forest Road, Grantown on Spey (next 
to the curling pond). Grid ref: NJ 037276 (OS map 36: Grantown and Aviemore). 
 
Description: We will look through moth traps run the night before and then, if the weather is 
fair, we will have a walk nearby to look for butterflies. 
 
Approx duration: 10am until 1pm 
 
What’s needed: Your own refreshments. 
 
Any other information: Event run as part of National Insect Week 
 
Leader name: Hilary Swift  
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01479 872261 
email: hilaryandpete@gmail.com 
 
STRUIE HILL (373M/1230FT) BUTTERFLY WALK 
 
Organiser: BC Highland Branch  
 
Target Species: Whatever turns up! 
 
Date: Sunday July 1 
 
Time: 10.30am 
 
Meeting place: Small car park at NH650849 on the west side of the B9176 (Struie) road. The 
track up Struie Hill is close by. Not the viewpoint car park at NH652858. 
 
Description: There are very few records of both butterflies and moths for this lovely little 
hill, hopefully on this July outing we can add many more. The path starts from where we can 
park and is approx. 500ft of easy ascent with a short steep section just below the top. From 
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there we can follow a good path along the ridge as far as time permits. The walk up the hill 
will be very slow with lots of stops as befits our aged state (that’s Andy and myself!).  
 
Approx. duration: Approx. 4 hours depending on weather. 
 
What’s needed: Lunch, waterproofs, suitable footwear. 
 
Leader name: Margaret Currie 
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01349 877223 or Mob: 07484 778684 
email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com 
 
LANDMARK ADVENTURE PARK MOTHS 
 
Organiser:  BC Highland Branch in conjunction with Landmark Adventure Park 
 
Target Species: Moths! 
 
Date:  Sunday July 15th 
 
Time:  10.30am 
 
Meeting place:  Landmark Forest Adventure Park, Carrbridge. Grid ref: NH 908223 (OS 
sheet 36: Grantown & Aviemore). On the southern edge of Carrbridge on the B9153 to 
Aviemore. 
 
Description:  Moth traps will be run within the Adventure Park, near to the Butterfly House, 
the night before. Why not combine a look at what’s been caught in the traps with a visit to the 
stunning Butterfly House? 
 
Approx duration: 2½ hours 
 
Any other information:  Please note: this is not a free event. The usual Landmark Adventure 
Park entrance fees will apply. See www.landmarkpark.co.uk for details of admission prices. 
 
Leader name:  Pete Moore 
 
Leader contact details:  Tel: 07866 578079     
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com  
 
MOTH MORNING  
 
Organiser: Butterfly Conservation Scotland and Nevis Landscape Partnership 
 
Target Species: Moths! 
 
Date: Saturday July 21 
 
Time: 10am till around noon.    
 
Meeting place: Voluntary Action Lochaber Offices at An Drochaid, Claggan Road, Fort 
William, PH33 6PH.  Grid reference NN116742 

mailto:moths.vc106@btinternet.com
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Directions: If you are travelling to Fort William from the north enter the town on the A82 
and turn left onto Claggan Road (signposted to Claggan Industrial Estate, Achintee and 
Footpath to Ben Nevis).  Then turn right after about 400m onto Achintee Road and then right 
again after just 20m into the entrance to the car park to An Drochaid. 
 
If you are travelling to Fort William from the south turn right into Claggan Road which lies 
c150m to the north of the Ben Nevis Centre roundabout.  Then follow the directions above. 
 
Description: Come and find out more about the fascinating and wonderful world of moths.  
We will be checking the contents of moth traps set locally the night before.  All moths caught 
will be released unharmed. 
 
Approx duration: 2-3 hours depending on how many moths are caught! 
 
What’s needed: Cool, calm and muggy weather on the night before to ensure a good haul of 
moths.    
 
Any other information: Tea and coffee will be provided on arrival.   
 
Booking: To avoid disappointment it is advisable to book as places are limited.  This can be 
done online at http://www.nevislandscape.co.uk/local/events/ or by contacting Tom (details 
below). 
 
Leader Name: Tom Prescott 
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01540 661469 Mob: 07979 785665 
email: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 
 
POLMAILY WORK PARTY, NEAR DRUMNADROCHIT  
 
Date: Saturday September 15  
 
Time: Anytime from 10.30 – c4pm 
  
Meeting place: Follow the Butterfly Conservation Scotland signs from the end of the forest 
track into Polmaily Wood, approx. 2 miles west of Drumnadrochit on the A831 towards 
Cannich. Grid ref: NH484304. OS sheet 26 (Inverness & Loch Ness)  
 
Description: Another session of clearing and cutting back trackside vegetation and scrub to 
improve the habitat for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dingy Skipper.  The work includes 
“weeding” sections previously cleared, as well as tackling un-cleared areas.   
Approx duration:  Up to 5 or 6 hours but you are welcome to join in and leave whenever you 
want to.  Every little helps so if you are able to come just for an hour or so, you will still be 
very welcome.  
 
What’s needed: If staying all day bring lunch and wear old clothes as well as gloves, 
secateurs, loppers, forks, rakes and bow-saws if you have them.  Further hand-tools including 
the wonderful Tree-poppers and gloves will be available.  Home-baked cake also gratefully 
received! 
 
Any other information: This is the eighth Polmaily work-party, or bake-off as it has become 
known by regular attendees.  The previous ones have all been great fun,  were well attended 
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and had plenty of cake!  Tea and coffee will also be provided. 
 
Leader name: Tom Prescott  
 
Leader contact details: Tel: 01540 661469 or Mob: 07979 785665   
E-mail: tprescott@butterfly-conservation.org 

Branch Committee 

Chairman 
Pete Moore 
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com 
 
Membership Secretary & Treasurer 
Audrey Turner  
email: unicorn64@btinternet.com 
 
Minutes Secretary 
Barbara Brodie 
 
Events Organiser 
Pete Moore  
email: tonuptwitcher@gmail.com 
 
Committee Members:    Ewan Munro WCBS 
Malcolm Harvey    Mike Taylor    
Stuart Bence     Mark Wynn 
 

Branch Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey Champion 

Ewan Munro   
Email: wcbs@highland-butterflies.org.uk 
 
Please get in touch with Ewan if you would like to take part in the Wider Countryside 
Butterfly Survey. 

County Moth Recorders 

VC 94, Banffshire 
Roy Leverton,  
Whitewells, Ordiquhill, Cornhill,  
Banffshire, AB45 2HS 
email: roy345@btinternet.com 
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VC 95, Moray & VC96, East Inverness-shire 
Mike Taylor,  
Allasdale, Kinchurdy Road, Boat of Garten, Inverness-shire, 
PH34 3BP 
email: mst.taylor@btinternet.com     
Tel 01479 831060 
 
VC 97, West Inverness-shire 
Dr Tom Prescott,  
Mill House, Mill Road, 
Kingussie, Inverness-shire, PH21 1LF 
email: tomprescott@btconnect.com 
 
VC 106, East Ross 
Margaret Currie and Andy Scott,  
7 Balnatua, Culbokie, 
Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV7 8JQ 
email: moths.vc106@btinternet.com     
Tel: 01349 877223 
 
VC 104, North Ebudes, Skye 
Dr Keith Sadler 
Seascape, 2 Portnalong, Carbost 
Isle of Skye 
IV47 8SL 
email: sadlerkeith2@gmail.com 
 Tel 01478 640477 
 
Small Isles 
Jessie Wormell,  
Fionchra, Carsfad, St John’s Town of Dalry, 
Castle Douglas, DG7 3SU 
email: jessiewormell@yahoo.com    
Tel: 01644 430248 
 
VC 105, West Ross 
Barry Blake 
An Cro, 38 Lonemore, Gairloch 
IV21 2DA 
email: bfb01@hotmail.co.uk  
Tel: 01445 712075 
 
VC 107, East Sutherland 
Brigid Primrose, 
24 Fairmuir Road, Muir of Ord, 
Ross & Cromarty, IV6 7TB 
email: vc107.moths@gmail.com  
Tel: 01463 871907 

mailto:mst.taylor@btinternet.com
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VC 108, West Sutherland 
Graham Crittenden,  
55 Melvich, Thurso, Sutherland, KW14 7YJ  
email: graham5561@btinternet.com     
Tel. 01641 531278 
 
VC109, Caithness  
Neil Money,  
Heathfield House, Dunnet, Thurso, Caithness, KW14 8XP  
email: neil@heathfield99.plus.com    
Tel: 01847 851346  
  
VC110, Outer Hebrides  
Steve Duffield,  
7 Carinish, Isle of North Uist, Western Isles, HS6 5HL.  
email: steveduffield70@gmail.com   
Tel: 01876 580619 OR 07867 555971  
  
VC111, Orkney Islands  
Sydney Gauld,  
Quoyberstane, Work Road, St Ola, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1UF   
email: orklander45@gmail.com   
Tel: 01856 872468  
 
VC112, Shetland Islands  
Paul Harvey 
Shetland Biological Records Centre,  
Shetland Amenity Trust, Garthspool, Lerwick, ZE1 0NY  
email: paul@shetlandamenity.org  
   
Fair Isle  
Nick Riddiford,  
Schoolton, Fair Isle, Shetland, ZE2 9JU  
email: taib@mallorcaweb.net   
Tel 01595 760250  

Butterfly Recorders 

VC95, Moray 
Audrey Turner 
12 Grampian View, Aviemore 
Inverness-shire PH22 1TF 
email: unicorn64@btinternet.com 
Tel 07450 548862 
 
VC96, East Inverness-shire 
Hilary Swift 
90A High Street, Grantown-on-Spey, 
Morayshire, PH26 3EL 
email: vc96butterflies@gmail.com 
Tel 01479 872261 

mailto:graham5561@btinternet.com
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VC97, West Inverness-shire 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC 104, North Ebudes - Skye 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC104, North Ebudes - Small Isles 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC105, West Ross 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC106, East Ross 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC107, East Sutherland 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC108, West Sutherland 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC110, Outer Hebrides 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC111, Orkney Islands 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

VC112, Shetland Islands 

Same as moth recorder, please see previous list for contact details. 

 

For any Highland vice counties not mentioned above, or if you are unsure which vice county 

your record is in, please use the following details and the record will be forwarded to the 

correct recorder. 

 

sightings@highland-butterflies.org.uk 

Or send to; 

“Butterfly Records” 

19 Culloden Court 

Inverness 

IV2 7DX 

mailto:sightings@highland-butterflies.org.uk
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Species Name Scientific Name UK BAP Status 

Chequered Skipper Carterocephalus palaemon Priority species 

Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Priority species 

Large White Pieris brassicae Not listed 

Small White Pieris rapae Not listed 

Green-veined White Pieris napi Not listed 

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines Not listed 

Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi Not listed 

Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus Not listed 

Small Copper Lycaenas phlaeas Not listed 

Small Blue Cupido minimus Priority species 

Northern Brown Argus Plebeius artaxerxes Priority species 

Common Blue Polyommatis icarus Not listed 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta Not assessed 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Not assessed 

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae Not listed 

Peacock Inachis io Not listed 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene Priority species 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne Priority species 

Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja Not listed 

Marsh Fritillary Euphydrias aurinia Priority species 

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria Not listed 

Mountain Ringlet Erebia epiphron Priority species 

Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops Not listed 

Grayling Hipparchia semele Priority species 

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina Not listed 

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus Not listed 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus Priority species 

Large Heath Coenonympha tullia Priority species 

Highland & Moray Regular & Migrant Butterfly species 
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Where to find more information 

For more information about Butterflies and Moths in the Highlands, Islands and Moray, 
and information on recent sightings please visit our website: 
 
http://www.highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 
There is also information on our “In Your Area” page on the main Butterfly Conservation 
website: 
 
http://butterfly-conservation.org/313/highlands-and-islands-branch.html  
 
or visit our Facebook page, Butterfly Conservation – Highland Branch: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationHighlandsIslands  
 
You can also find us on Twitter BC Highland on Twitter 
 

Contact us 

To contact Highland Branch with contributions for “Latest news”, or on any matter 
relating to Butterflies and Moths in our area, please send an email to: 
 
contact@highland-butterflies.org.uk  
 
You can also contact any of the committee members, names and contact details are 

available on the Branch Committee page, page 61. 
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Your lasting legacy 

Have you ever considered leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation in your Will? An 
increasing number of members and friends are choosing to support Butterfly Conservation in 
this way. All gifts, however small, are welcome and make a crucial and lasting contribution 
to the conservation of butterflies and moths. Accounting for over one third of voluntary 
income, legacy gifts make a real difference to the work we can undertake. 
 
So as well as leaving gifts to loved ones in your Will, please consider leaving a gift to 
Butterfly Conservation, it will help ensure butterflies and moths thrive in the years to come. 
 
For more information about leaving a gift to Butterfly Conservation and 
sharing your love of butterflies and moths with future generations please contact John Lloyd;  
 
Tel: 01929 406012 or email: jlloyd@butterfly-conservation.org or write to him at:   
Butterfly Conservation,  
Manor Yard,  
East Lulworth,  
Wareham,  
Dorset  
BH20 5QP 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Butterfly Conservation 
Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468) 
 
Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, 
Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP 
 
Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268) 
 
************************************************************************** 
Give as you live is another way you can raise money for Butterfly Conservation by shopping! 
 

mailto:jlloyd@butterflyconservation.org
mailto:hcorrigan@butterfly-conservation.org
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/

