
Butterfly Conservation Highland Branch - Newsletter No. 11 - 2006 

  
- 1 - 

Chairman’s Introduction 
 
It is always gratifying to receive the reports 
from Head Office telling me who has paid 
their subscriptions, even more so when I get 
notification of a new member.  I always try to 
send our new members the latest Newsletter, 
but this year I was so overwhelmed by the 
numbers I ran out.  With this in mind I would 
like to welcome all new members and 
apologise to the few who did not get their 
copy. 
 
The Newsletter is the main vehicle used to 
inform members of the past years activities 
and I would welcome any articles, comments 
or contributions from all members, new or 
established for the next edition. 
 
While on the subject of membership we have 
reached something of a milestone as we now 
have over 100 members.  We are still the 
second smallest branch in the country but 
with steady growth we have developed into a 
well run mature entity, well able to compete 
with many of the other branches with our 
activities and expertise. 
 
This year saw David Barbour stand down as 
both a committee member and as our moth 
recorder.  We would like to thank David for 
all his help and work over the years.  He had 
held both posts since the inception of the 
Branch on 3rd June 1993, a very respectable 
innings!  David will continue as our butterfly 
recorder and we look forward to many more 
years of mutual help for the benefit of both 
branch and butterflies.  I have no doubt he 
will be keeping a close watch on the moth 
scene from his armchair. 
 
David’s departure left us with a couple of 
vacant posts which, we are delighted to have 
filled by two volunteers.  Allan Lawrence has 
been elected as a committee member and we 
welcome Allan who is an experienced 
lepidopterist.  The other post was more 
problematic as the incumbent would have to 
be very “moth-ly” wise and we were 
extremely lucky to have Jeff Waddell turn up 

to volunteer his services in the role of moth 
recorder for VC 96 East Inverness-shire.  
Welcome Jeff, we wish you all the best in this 
new role.  Jeff continues to have links with 
East Branch and so we hope he does not find 
his split affinities too taxing.   
 
I am very pleased to have received excellent, 
quality articles for this edition of the 
Newsletter and would like to thank all the 
contributors for their support. 
 
It has been a very good year for discovering 
new sites for butterflies with both Dingy 
Skipper and Pearl-bordered Fritillary being 
found and particularly exciting for me when 
David Barbour managed to solve a decade old 
mystery of where the Small Blue at Ardersier 
came from. 
 
By the time you read this we should be 
looking forward to the new season and 
looking back on our achievements.  If you 
still have any records from last year, or 
previous years, please send them in, they all 
count. 
 
Have a good butterfly season in 2006. 
 
Jimmy McKellar 
 

 
Dingy Skipper day on the Black Isle 
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Unseasonal Sightings 
 
Bill Slater came across this fresh-looking 
male Common Blue at Culbin Forest in the 
early afternoon of the 4th of October 2005. 
 

 
Bill Slater Fuji S7000 digital camera.  

 
It was resting on grass by the roadside, about 
500 metres from Wellhill Car Park. The 
adjacent area appeared to have been felled 
and replanted in recent years. 
  
The weather was cool and overcast, 
temperature about 15°C. 
  
He returned on 6th October 2005, when 
conditions were sunny, with a light breeze but 
there was no sign of any adult Common 
Blues. 
 
George Thomson (Butterflies of Scotland) 
wrote that CB adults have been seen in 
Scotland as late as September, but were 
normally single brooded, and late (July) 
appearances on Speyside possibly accounted 
for records in August into September.   
 
David Barbour thought that this must surely 
be a second brood specimen.  His comment 
that it was so fresh it must surely have been 
'second brood'.  There have been very 
occasional September records in our area, but 
this is by far the latest date he had heard of. 
 
Hot on the heals of this record came a report 
from Murdo Macdonald of a Common Blue 

seen while cycling in Strathconon on the 16th 
of October 2005 which takes the biscuit. 
 
Jimmy McKellar 
 
Global Warming News: 
An Orange Appears in Ross-shire, 
Albeit Frosted! 
 
On 9 September 2005 an unfamiliar small 
noctuid was caught at electric light in our 
house.  It closely resembled the left specimen 
of Barred Sallow (Xanthia aurago) illustrated 
on p.324 of Waring, Townsend and 
Lewington’s Field Guide to Moths, having a 
bright yellow central band and apical spot.  
However, as the distribution map 151 on 
p.118 of The Moths and Butterflies of Great 
Britain and Ireland shows a single dot in the 
Highland Region and only three 10 km 
squares further south in Scotland, plus the fact 
that the imago emerges from mid-September,  
I sent the specimen that had died naturally the 
following day, to David Barbour.  He kindly 
replied by e-mail:  “I identified it as a rather 
small individual of Frosted Orange (Gortyna 
flavago).  They are very variable in size 
because the larva is an internal stem feeder.  It 
occurs with us in the lower ground of Moray 
and Nairn but not usually beyond Inverness so 
it is probably spreading in your area.  A result 
of global warming?”   
 
This is the first Frosted Orange I have 
encountered in the forty-two years living at 
Muir of Ord and it appears to be a new record 
for Ross-shire. 
 
Derek C. Hulme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Butterfly Conservation Highland Branch - Newsletter No. 11 - 2006 

  
- 3 - 

The search for the Narrow-
bordered Bee Hawk Moth 
Caterpillar 
 
I was very fortunate to have a Narrow-
bordered Bee Hawk Moth visit the flowers in 
my garden in Boat of Garten both this year 
and last.  In fact the dates of the two visits 
were within three days of each other:  9th June 
2004 and 6th June 2005.  The moth was 
nectaring on Violas and the Fairy Foxglove 
Erinus alpinus.  I was sitting in the garden 
keeping an eye open for bumblebees when I 
saw what appeared to be a rather strange-
looking bumblebee.  Almost immediately I 
noticed that it was hovering to drink nectar 
from the flowers rather than landing on them 
like a bumblebee does and realised it must be 
a Bee Hawk Moth.  Since the Broad-bordered 
Bee Hawk Moth does not occur in Scotland, I 
was fairly safe in assuming it was the 
Narrow-bordered species Hemaris tityus.  I 
dashed into the house for my camera, but of 
course it had gone by the time I returned.  The 
second year the moth appeared it was much 
more obliging.  I was able to go and get my 
camera and walk about amongst the flowers 
only a few feet away from the moth, which 
was so intent on feeding that it didn’t take any 
notice of me.  But it was quite difficult to 
photograph because it darted between flowers 
only hovering to feed for a few seconds from 
each flower!  The moth is attracted to strongly 
scented flowers and must be able to detect 
scent from quite a distance since the books 
say that it is possible to attract the moth to a 
sprig of Lilac flowers placed in the field.  
 
The Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk Moth is a 
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority species due 
to its very limited distribution and is only 
found in a few sites in northern Scotland.  Its 
conservation depends on maintaining flower-
rich meadows with abundant Devil’s-bit 
Scabious Succisa pratensis, the caterpillar’s 
only food plant. 
 
Having had the moth in my garden two years 
running, it seemed likely that it was breeding 

somewhere nearby.  I knew that there was 
plenty of Devil’s-bit Scabious in the field 
opposite my house so decided that I would 
look there for caterpillars in July when they 
would be well-grown.  This is a very good 
field for wildlife generally and insects in 
particular.  It is unimproved grassland, grazed 
briefly by sheep in the winter to keep down 
the rank grasses and the heather and birch, 
which would eventually become dominant.  It 
has a good variety of flowering plants and a 
shallow lochan in wetter years.  Of the more 
unusual wildlife, I have seen Slavonian 
Grebes on the lochan, found the Northern 
Brown Argus whose larvae feed on Common 
Rockrose (also present) and rediscovered the 
solitary mining bee Andrena marginata, 
which had not been recorded in Scotland for 
the previous 60 years.  I have also had the 
Cousin German in my moth trap and suspect 
that it came from this field too. 
 
However I didn’t have much encouragement 
for my search.  Jimmy McKellar and Tom 
Prescottt said that it was hard work and they 
had never managed to find any caterpillars, 
but Tom suggested they might be more active 
at night.  David Barbour said he had spent 
many hours searching for the caterpillar, but 
never succeeded in finding one.  It’s just as 
well I like a challenge!  I thought at least I 
would be able to look for feeding damage on 
the Scabious leaves.   
 

 
Gill Nisbet 
 
David also told me that the caterpillars were 
quite short-lived and pupated as soon as they 



Butterfly Conservation Highland Branch - Newsletter No. 11 - 2006 

  
- 4 - 

were fully grown at about the beginning of 
August.  So I first went searching for them on 
July 17th.  I searched for one and a half hours 
on my hands and knees and found plenty of 
feeding damage, but no caterpillars.  They eat 
circular areas out of the leaves, which are 
bigger as the caterpillar grows.  But I don’t 
give up easily so tried again on August 11th.  
After half an hour I found a well-grown 
caterpillar – Eureka!  It is unmistakable, green 
with purple markings and a typical Hawk 
Moth caterpillar tail.  It sounds rather garish, 
but is incredibly well camouflaged.  I 
continued searching for a while, but did not 
find any more.   
 

 
Gill Nisbet 
 
When I phoned Tom to tell him of my 
success, he suggested I might like to try and 
rear the caterpillar to get a good look at the 
moth.  Apparently the wings are not clear 
immediately after emergence, as it takes a 
while for the scales to rub off the wings.  So I 
started feeding the caterpillar and it fed 
almost continuously for about 10 days before 
it pupated by which time it was eating about 
10 whole leaves a day!  Eventually it stopped 
feeding and wandered rather restlessly around 
the container for a couple of days before 
finally burrowing down into the moss.  I left it 
alone for a few days before preparing a 
container for it to pass the winter, following 
top tips from Roy Leverton.  This involved 
sterilising potting compost and covering it 
with a layer of air-dried Sphagnum moss.  
There is sufficient moisture left in the moss to 
prevent the pupa from drying out and it also 
contains antibiotics to prevent the growth of 
moulds etc.  It’s amazing that they ever 
survive in the wild!  Finally I placed the pupa 

on the surface of the compost under the moss 
and put the container in my shed where it will 
experience low temperatures, but hopefully 
will not freeze. 
 
Now I have to wait in anticipation until May 
for the moth to emerge.  Nearer the time I will 
bring the container indoors, place some twigs 
inside for the moth to crawl onto and then 
keep a close eye on it.  The moth spends 2 
months as a caterpillar, 8 months as a pupa 
and 2 months as an adult moth – not much of 
a life really, but a stunning insect! 
 
I hope to report a successful emergence in the 
future, with photos to prove it! 
 
Gill Nisbet 
 
 

The  Butterfly Box 
 
It’s the equinox.  The first skein of geese has 
appeared over the Firth whose waters are 
crowded with ducks, gulls and mergansers.  
These events in themselves are unremarkable, 
but sadly the equinoctial gales and rain have 
driven even the last persistent red admiral 
from the garden. 
 
It’s been a good year for butterflies.  The 
garden has been overrun by green-veined 
whites – I’ve never seen so many, so 
constantly.  Tortoiseshells, meadow browns, 
large whites and speckled woods have made 
their appearance, but the red admiral, like the 
pair of orange-tips, appeared only once in 
May, and I haven’t seen any painted ladies.  
The next brood of red admirals arrived in 
mid-September and even towards the end of 
the month one or two were seen fluttering 
along the beaches, too late now to emigrate 
before the storms.  Most remarkable, because 
I’ve not seen them in my northern garden 
before, were the peacock butterflies, half a 
dozen at a time, most in pristine condition, 
feeding on the white and red buddleias. 
 
Well, thanks to global warming perhaps, but it 
also took me back to those long hot summers 
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when butterflies and moths seemed far more 
plentiful, before intensive agricultural 
practices and urban sprawl became the norm.  
Granted I was then living in rural Somerset; 
farm machinery was lightweight, and copses, 
ditches and meadows were left undisturbed. 
 
When I was about six years old, we went to 
stay at my grandmother’s in North Wales, 
where I discovered that my father in his 
boyhood had been an avid collector of birds’ 
eggs and butterflies.  There were two wooden 
cabinets, 15” by 14” by 16”, whose double 
doors opened to reveal six snug and narrow 
drawers.  Each drawer was sectioned off and 
one cabinet contained marvellous displays of 
butterflies, the blues to my childish eyes 
being particularly memorable.  I am pretty 
sure too that there was a death’s head 
amongst the hawkmoths. 
 

 
 
Much later, after grandmother died and the 
house was sold up, I asked whatever 
happened to the collections?  We still had the 
cabinets, being used by my mother for sewing 
odds and ends.  Apparently my father had 
burnt the contents!  I appreciate that fashions 
had changed and he wanted to destroy the 
evidence, but what a waste. 
 
But I do have my father’s “bible”, Furneaux’s 
“British Butterflies and Moths” published in 
1907.   It’s one of those beautifully illustrated 
books where a sheet of soft, transparent paper 
is inserted between each picture and the 
printed page, and the insects are as startlingly 
lifelike as their original paintings.  There are 

chapters dealing with collecting and 
preserving, and a section showing how to 
make a “larva cage”.  This was the ‘butterfly 
box” of my childhood.  My father ingeniously 
made a “semi-detached’ model with a central 
division, sliding glass fronts and two end 
panels made of perforated zinc.  Our preferred 
water bottles for the food plants were 
Shippam’s paste jars (the tall variety).  You 
could hatch, feed and rear the caterpillars, 
watch them pupate and later release the adults 
into the wild. 
 

 
 
We had to find eggs or 
caterpillars that were 
easily recognisable 
and for which there 
was a plentiful supply 
of food plants 
available” puss-moths, 
tigers or woolly bears, 
drinkers, eggars, 

burnets and cinnabars.  Of course these were 
all moth larvae, maybe butterflies were a 
shade too common in those days?  But then, 
peacocks and tortoiseshells ate nettles, not too 
friendly, and whites were considered a pest. 
 

 
 
My favourites were the burnets (would they 
be five or six-spot?) and the cinnabars, which 
in the wild swarmed over the common 
ragwort plants.  The burnet caterpillars made 
little papery cocoons to hold their chrysalids 
off the ground, whilst the cinnabars made 
shiny brown chrysalids on the floor of the 
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box.  The latter were so abundant that even 
now I haven’t lost the habit of peering at 
every clump of this much maligned plant for 
the stripey foragers. 
 
I was astonished to learn that the ragwort is 
now considered  “poisonous”!  Cattle and 
horses were able to avoid it fifty years ago.  I 
used to ride and look after ponies, and I never 
heard of one being poisoned by ragwort.   
This cheerful yellow grassland weed always 
reminds me of summers and cinnabars. 
 
I sometimes stored the brown chrysalids in 
empty match-boxes with one end open, so I 
could be sure of seeing the beautiful black 
and red adult emerge.  And I would collect 
“woolly bears” emerging from hibernation in 
the spring and supply them with plantain and 
clover leaves, till they were ready to pupate 
and hatch into those glorious insects, the 
tiger-moths. 
 
Puss moth caterpillars with their queer faces 
and posterior horns needed bark or wood 
shavings for their hard little cocoons which 
they would perfectly assemble and glue 
together to protect the pupa.  So eventually 
the inside of the box was decorated with oval-
shaped dents after the insects duly emerged.  
The drinkers could unfortunately be plagued 
by the ichneumon fly (wasp, ed), whose egg 
hatches inside the caterpillar and feeds on its 
host.  Eventually the caterpillar would keel 
over and die, and you realised only the skin 
was left.  Ugh! 
 
All this took place in sunny Somerset which I 
remember consisting of small villages, 
winding lanes and friendly-looking farms.   
Happily in the Scottish Highlands we still 
have lots of “non-productive’ countryside 
supporting ringlets, arguses, fritillaries and 
the like – long may it continue. 
 
I actually managed to “bag” one of the 
aforesaid cabinets and it became my 
“museum”, where I stored shells, feathers, 
stalactites, fossils, and the odd butterfly that 
had died naturally.  The back needs re-glueing 

and the drawers stick, but it will certainly not 
be thrown on the fire. 
 
Janet King 
 
Goat Moth 
 
Jane Bowman very kindly sent this picture of 
a Goat Moth she photographed from 
Ceannacroc in the valley of the River 
Moriston.  They are not a common species so 
she did very well to find it.   
 

 
Jane Bowman 
 
The picture was taken on July 6 2005 on a 
birch tree which later had 11 'drunken' Red 
Admiral butterflies( Oct.21st.) feeding from 
the sickly sweet sap exuding from the tree. 
The last sighting of Red Adimiral was 
Nov.8th. (still in a drunken frenzy!!) on this 
particular tree. 
 
Jimmy McKellar 
 

A Rare Double 
 
It is always better to have wide rather than 
narrow interests.  Then, when butterflies and 
moths fail to satisfy, as inevitably they 
sometimes will, other finds may compensate.  
After a long, tedious and unsuccessful hands-
and-knees search for a scarce caterpillar, I 
looked up to see five pristine spikes of a 
Small White Orchid, exactly at eye level and 
just at their very best.  Any disappointment at 
not finding the caterpillar was far outweighed 
by my pleasure from the orchids. 
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In 2005, mothing activities helped me to 
record a rare ornithological double at 
Whitewells.  I am in the habit of going out 
with a torch at night to look for caterpillars in 
our marsh.  (Yes, it might seem a bit odd.)  
The evening of 19th May was suitable:  warm 
with light south-easterly winds.  My main aim 
was to find Gold Spot caterpillars sitting on 
grass stems in the boggiest bits – somehow 
they show up better in torchlight.  While 
squelching my way through the rushes and 
sallow carr, I heard the rasp of two dead 
branches rubbing together in the breeze.  How 
amusingly like a Corncrake it sounded.  How 
easy for a rasher and less experienced 
observer than myself to send in a false record 
by mistake.  Then the branches took off and 
flew in a low wide circle around me, still 
making the same noise.  It really was a 
Corncrake!  By next morning it had moved 
on.  Oh, and I did find a Plusia festucae 
caterpillar too. 
 
There were south-east winds again on the 
evening of 2nd July.  Being close to the 
summer solstice and with clear skies, it 
wasn’t really dark enough to run the light 
trap, so I amused myself with sugaring.  This 
produced a fair selection of moths, but 
nothing unusual.  Shortly after midnight, 
when all was still, I heard the distinctive pick-
per-wick call of a Quail in the distance.  
Judging from previous years, it was probably 
in a weedy ditch by a hayfield almost 1½km 
away.  Over the next hour the calls got louder 
and the bird moved nearer.  I stayed up to see 
how close it would come.  By the time I went 
to bed, it was just across the road in our 
marsh, audible even through the thick stone 
walls and double-glazing.  Next morning it 
too had gone.  Corncrake and Quail on our 
own land in the same year – how special is 
that?  And I’d never have known, is I hadn’t 
been out mothing! 
 
Roy Leverton 
 
 
 

Butterfly Garden 
 
The leaves on the Aspen tree at the bottom of 
our garden are pale yellow now, soon to fall 
as autumn progresses.  During the summer the 
tree was home to several Poplar Hawkmoth 
caterpillars.  We counted at least 9 shiny pale 
green eggs laid singly on the undersides of the 
leaves of lower branches, and hope there were 
more higher up.  We saw several of them 
hatch into exquisite tiny green caterpillars 
complete with pale markings and horned tails.  
The largest we saw grew to about an inch 
long but after that we lost sight of them - I 
hope because they had merely migrated into 
the higher branches. 
  

 
Jane Bowman 
 
This was our second summer in this house.  
During the first year my records were 
shamefully sporadic, my excuse being that I 
was busy sorting out the garden to encourage 
wildlife.  It is an old garden with a group of 
mature trees at the bottom under which grows 
a swathe of Cuckoo Flower (Cardamine 
pratensis) and Comfrey.  So I let that area 
grow relatively wild for the insects, just 
cutting the long grass in the autumn so that 
the Cuckoo Flower can come up again freely 
in the spring.  The back garden was separated 
from a crop field by only a floppy barbed-
wire fence, so I put in a Beech and 
Cotoneaster hedge.  Gradually the lawns got 
eaten into by a few more young trees for 
species diversity, mostly native species…but I 
couldn’t resist a couple of Ginkgo and a 
Metasequoia…and have added half a dozen 
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Buddleia.  Then I dug a big hole in the centre 
of the back lawn for a pond. 
  
I think the project making the pond was the 
most fun - it was like being a child again, 
digging as big a hole as I could manage bit by 
bit over two weeks.  The day I started the 
digging, a Southern Hawker (Aeschnea 
cyanea) skimmed into the garden, hovered 
then landed a few feet away on a nearby apple 
tree as if looking on in approval.  I have not 
yet seen that species return since completing 
the pond, but both Large Red Damselfly and 
Blue-tailed Damselfly came this summer and 
danced above the water and laid eggs.  Frogs 
and newts both moved in even before the 
pond was planted up. During the first winter, 
one frog over-wintered under a fold of the 
butyl liner about a foot below the water 
surface. 
  
 The Buddleias flowered well even though 
they were planted this spring. I put four of 
them within sight of the kitchen window, so 
during the summer the washing-up was often 
pleasantly enlivened by me dashing outside 
whenever a new butterfly landed. I was 
hoping for Painted Lady, but did not see one 
this year. My first visitors were Peacock and 
Small Tortoiseshell on 19th March. These 
came to daffodils and Dandelions, which 
latter plant I keep deliberately for the insects. 
I don’t know why some gardeners think 
Dandelion is a “weed”, it is a fantastic sunny, 
exuberant flower, and a swathe of dandelion 
clocks in early dawn light has a magical, 
ethereal atmosphere. 
  
 Other butterflies in the garden this year were 
(first sighting dates in brackets) Small White 
(9 May on Cuckoo Flower), Green-veined 
White (13 May), Red Admiral (27 June on 
Escallonia), Large White (2 July on 
Philadelphus), Meadow Brown (9 July on 
hardy Geranium species), Small Copper (11 
July among mixed flowers from a packet of 
seeds especially for butterflies), Speckled 
Wood (4 September on Escallonia). 
  An interesting ladybird visitor on 2nd of 
April was the Striped Ladybird (Myzia 

oblongoguttata) which landed on me while I 
was gardening. Apparently it normally stays 
up in the tops of pines, but this one was 
obviously out gallivanting. The nearest stand 
of mature conifers is across the crop field. 
  
 My son got a moth light-trap for his birthday 
last year, so this year was our first season of 
moth trapping in the garden - and my first 
season of trapping at all. I have been amazed 
at the number of species inhabiting this area. I 
had never before realised how many creatures 
might be flying around here after dark! Most 
of them I had never seen before, and I have 
been enthralled by the variety and complexity 
of their wing patterns seen close-up. Our 
largest species count was 52 (identified) 
species of moths on National Moth Night. 
We’ve had many interesting records 
including  Small Elephant Hawkmoth, 
Elephant Hawkmoth, Poplar Hawkmoth, 
Brussels Lace,  Saxon, Drinker, Gothic, 
Garden Tiger, Clouded Buff and Barred 
Yellow among others.  My favourite must be 
the Pebble Hook-tip - the night this turned up 
I thought it was quite exotic!  
  
Suzanne Gyseman 
                    

 
Pebble Hook-tip - Suzanne Gyseman 
 

 
Hummingbird Hawk-moth 
Caterpillars 
 
In Sussex, I used to see Hummingbird Hawk-
moths annually, but in Scotland they are 
much scarcer.  During 16 summers in 
Banffshire I had seen only one, and that just 
briefly.  As with other large or spectacular 
migrants, most reports are from interested 
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members of the general public rather than 
lepidopterists.  Late June 2005 brought 
various sightings in Scotland, but despite 
keeping a careful eye on the garden flowers I 
missed out.  We live 11km inland, and there 
would have been a much better chance nearer 
the coast. 
 

 
Hummingbird Hawk-moth larva - Roy Leverton 
 
The sea stacks and cliffs at Tarlair near 
Macduff are exceptionally good for wildlife.  
Having discovered them for myself shortly 
after we arrived, I was interested to learn later 
that this area was a favourite haunt of Thomas 
Edward, the self-taught 19th Century Scottish 
naturalist.  Though a north coast, the rugged 
terrain includes sheltered south-facing slopes 
and pockets that make excellent sun-traps.  
The rocks are less acidic than usual, enabling 
Lady’s Bedstraw to flourish.  If migrant 
female Hummingbird Hawks had reached 
Banffshire, here would be the perfect place 
for them to lay their eggs. 
 
So on 18th July I went to search for any 
resulting progeny.  Admittedly it was a long 
shot.  As far as I know, caterpillars had never 
been recorded in north-east Scotland.  Even 
during 25 years in Sussex I had seen only one, 
and that was hurrying along a track looking 
for somewhere to pupate.  More in hope than 
expectation, I pushed my net beneath a 
particularly luxuriant clump of bedstraw and 
began to rustle the stems with my fingers, 
trying to dislodge anything resting on the 
plant. 
 
In fact, I saw the caterpillar almost instantly.  
It was near the top if a bedstraw stem, holding 

on for dear life.  It was a very smart creature 
indeed:  apple green, boldly striped in white 
and yellow, with the characteristic hawk-moth 
horn.  Its colours, though bright, blended 
perfectly with the bedstraw flowers and 
stems, while the striped pattern made a good 
disruptive camouflage.  I judged it to be in its 
4th instar, and still only about a quarter of its 
eventual size. 
 
Where there is one, usually there are more.  
But having found the first so quickly, I failed 
to find another in the next half-hour, before a 
cloudburst left me drenched to the skin.  A 
week later, however, I checked an even better 
sun-baked hollow and found three more 
caterpillars, likewise sitting halfway up the 
bedstraw stems.  All were of different sizes, 
suggesting that more than one female had laid 
her eggs in this favoured spot.  Even though I 
now had my eye in, they were not easy to see.  
It helped that lumps of frass on the ground 
below gave clues as to their whereabouts.   
 
Rearing the caterpillars at home proved 
straightforward.  Fortunately I could obtain 
Lady’s Bedstraw from a nearby road verge, 
because they ate the yellow flowers 
voraciously.  In the final instar their bulk at 
least trebled.  Sadly, they lost their trim 
youthful figures and became grossly bloated.  
Eventually they turned dull purple and were 
ready to pupate. 
 

 
Roy Leverton 
 
Kept warm in the boiler room, the pupae 
successfully produced moths in late August.  I 
was able to watch them drying their wings 
and examine every detail of their black and 
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white tail tufts, so like the feathers of a bird.  
Then I released them next to a buddleia in the 
garden, hoping to watch (and hear) them 
hovering and feeding.  They had other ideas, 
flying off so rapidly that my eyes could 
scarcely follow the direction.  Fittingly, they 
seemed to be heading back to Tarlair. 
 
Roy Leverton 
 
 
Peacock  
 
On the 4th of September 2005 I found a 
Peacock butterfly trying to hibernate in our 
shower room.  As we have central heating I 
thought it would probably not be the best 
place for it to over-winter so I caught it and 
put it outside.  I assumed it was still early 
enough in the year to allow it time to find 
somewhere better.  I had never seen a 
hibernating Peacock before but they do seem 
to choose very similar spots to Small 
Tortoiseshells up in the corner of cool rooms. 
 
I have a very large buddleia which attracts 
both Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock 
butterflies and I suspect that these butterflies 
do not travel too far from their last nectar 
source before trying to find a safe 
hibernaculum.  So with this in mind I resolved 
to give them a helping hand by putting up a 
suitable box for them. 
 
My plan to erect such a butterfly box 
floundered again this year though, as August 
just flashed past and by the time I realized it 
was time to put up the box, I was too late.  
Two years have now passed since I first 
decided to try this but surely third time lucky.  
I have the wood and a better design than the 
rather rough looking first attempt so if I start 
now… 
 
Jimmy McKellar  
 

 
Peacock 
 
Crossword 
 
After mulling over a crossword puzzle for a 
while, my wife asked me what butterflies ate. 
I wasn't sure, but suggested pollen or nectar. 
However, since my wife was looking for an 
11-letter word, this couldn't be right. I asked 
her what the clue was.   "Butterfly grub," she 
replied. 
 
Jimmy McKellar 
 
 

Welcome the Ringlet! 
 
Up to about the year 2000 I was inclined to 
dismiss the supposed effect of ‘global 
warming’ in pushing butterflies northwards 
beyond their distributional limits.  If this were 
really happening, I argued, why were we not 
seeing the benefit of it in the shape of new 
butterfly species invading our area, the 
northernmost part of the British mainland?  
Well, since then we have had a massive 
northward shift of the Peacock butterfly (2002 
onwards) and the first known colonies in 
Highland Region of the Purple Hairstreak 
(2003-04). 
 
This year 2005 we saw another major 
invasion into our area, by the Ringlet 
butterfly.  Ringlets had been increasing in 
abundance in nearby Aberdeenshire and 
Perthshire, and occasional strays had reached 
well into Highland Region  -  as far as 
Spinningdale  -  but without ever seeming to 
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colonise successfully and reappear in the 
same place twice.  In 2004 there had been an 
unprecedented number of these scattered 
sightings, and many of them (it now seems) 
did stop and breed successfully. 
 

 
Reports of Ringlet sightings 2005, and probable routes 
of spread. 
 
I was prospecting near Tomintoul in mid July 
2005 when I came across my first in the area, 
beside the Conglass Water at an altitude of  
410 m.  Not too difficult for it to have filtered 
through the high glens from neighbouring 
Deeside, so I supposed this was another stray.  
But then I found another some miles away the 
same day, then another  -  then a small group 
at a fourth site!  In just a year they seemed to 
have colonised a huge area of upper 
Banffshire (now Morayshire, to be correct).  
The same week Bill Slater reported several of 
them at Portknockie on the coast. Just east of 
here the species had already been increasing 
and colonising new sites as reported by Roy 
Leverton in last year’s Newsletter. 
 
On 21st July I went to check out a little-known 
colony of the Mountain Ringlet (not a close 
relation really) on a mountain above Loch 
Ericht.  I had the strange experience of 
finding common Ringlets, in good numbers at 
the foot of the slope, and Mountain Ringlet 
(just one) at the top! Also in Badenoch , 
Ringlets were seen in numbers and for the 
second year running  both at Feagour  (Strath 
Mashie) and at Newtonmore. 

They were recorded for the first time on the 
official monitoring transect run by RSPB at 
Insh Marshes, as well as elsewhere on the 
reserve near Invertromie Farm.  They were 
also reported by several people in the 
Grantown area of Speyside. 
 
These are just the records that have come to 
light so far, and there are no doubt others to 
come. Next year it would be good if members 
anywhere in the southern part of our region 
could look out for this butterfly in its 
preferred habitat of damp grasslands, often 
with scrub or woodland edge giving some 
shelter.  I feel sure it will spread further. 
 
Thanks to:  Ewan Campbell, Suzanne Cooper, 
Rachel Haines, Sue Hood, Peter Moore, Nick 
Semple, Bill Slater, Ann Smart, and Jeff 
Waddell. 
 
David  Barbour 
 
 

 
Allt Mhuic 
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Report from the West Coast 2005 
 
Low temperatures, strong winds and lots of 
rain made life difficult for butterflies and 
butterfly enthusiasts during 2005.  It was 
impossible to carry out transects during many 
weeks and this reduced the value of those 
observations that were achieved.  Moths did 
not appear to be as badly affected as 
butterflies but suitable evenings for moth 
trapping were few and far between.  
Nevertheless the year still managed to 
produce some notable occurrences of both 
butterflies and moths. 
 

 
Clouded Silver 
 
BUTTERFLIES 
The total number of butterfly sightings was 
well down on the last two years despite the 
optimistic start suggested by some good early 
sightings.   Rowena and Kenneth Oliver’s 
garden at Allt nan Sugh was again a hot spot 
for early butterflies with Peacock and Small 
Tortoiseshell on 20th March and a Red 
Admiral on 28th March.  It was a full month 
later before I saw my first butterflies when the 
same two species turned up on Carr Brae on 
19th April.  Green-veined White and Green 
Hairstreak quickly followed on 20th and 22nd 
April and then Allt nan Sugh produced the 
first report of Orange-tip on 23rd April.  I had 
only three sightings of single Orange-tips 
during the year but two of these were on Carr 
Brae where there had been only one previous 
record.   

My first definite Speckled Wood was not seen 
until 11th May but on that date I saw this 
butterfly at three different sites as well as 
seeing my first Pearl-bordered Fritillary at the 
usual site on Carr Brae.  It was another 
encouraging year for Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
although the peak count of 12 was down on 
the 20+ of the two previous years.  I was 
again fortunate to have two sightings of this 
butterfly in our garden.  The Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary also had a reasonable 
season with a peak count of 20 on 27th June 
on my transect but it was another poor year 
for Dark Green Fritillary with only two 
sightings on 18th and 22nd July.  
 
The most numerous species during the year 
were Small Heath, with as many as 84 
counted on a small area of Carr Brae on 19th 
June, and Scotch Argus which as usual was 
the most widespread and conspicuous 
butterfly during August.  Green-veined White 
and Speckled Wood were widespread as usual 
without being particularly numerous. 
 
I had only two sightings of Common Blue and 
for the first time ever I recorded no Meadow 
Brown in the Lochalsh area.  Compensating a 
little for this I did see Large Heath in the area 
for the first time since 2000.  There were six 
widely scattered Large Heath in the Loch 
Scalpaidh/Loch Palascaig area on 26th June.  
Large Heath are quite local in Lochalsh and it 
is necessary to visit specific sites to see them.  
My lack of recent sightings probably reflects 
fewer visits to these sites rather than a lack of 
Large Heath. 
 
It was one of the poorest years for migrant 
butterflies (and moths).  Despite the early 
record mentioned above the Red Admiral was 
unusually scarce throughout the year and I 
heard of no sightings of Painted Lady.  There 
were a few Red Admirals about in September 
and October but mostly singles.  The 
increasing number of records of Peacock was 
perhaps the most significant feature of the 
year.  Although the number of sightings is 
still low the appearance of Peacocks as early 
as March and April during 2003 and 2005 
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suggests that the butterflies have hibernated 
locally or not very far away.  Other sightings 
in 2005 included one seen by Paul Swan at 
Coulags in Glen Carron on 17th June whilst 
John Holt had one in his garden at Reraig, 
Balmacara on 15th and 21st September. 
 
MOTHS 
The tail end of 2004 saw good numbers of 
December Moth, Northern Winter Moth, 
Scarce Umber and Mottled Umber coming to 
lighted windows during November.  The 
Epiritta species were frequent up until mid-
month with a straggler on the 30th.  A “new” 
moth, The Brick, was found on the wall of the 
house on 1st December and a record 135 
Winter Moths were counted on the windows 
on 14th December. 
 

 
Birch Mocha 
 
As usual January was the quietest month for 
moths but an early Dotted Border on 26th was 
my first January record of that species, 
boosting the January checklist to six species.  
The first Pale Brindled Beauty was seen on 
7th January and the flight period lasted until 
20th March when there was one amongst the 
catch on my first trapping session of the year.  
This catch also included my first new species 
of the year, which was identified as an Oak 
Nycteoline by Roy Leverton. From a 
photograph he ruled out the possibility that it 
could have been a micro of the Acleris family 
because of its relatively bulky thorax.  Two 
Red Chestnut on 25th March were my earliest 
to date and this was also an additional species 
for the March checklist.  Maximum counts 

during March included 14 Yellow Horned, 14 
Mottled Grey, 23 Brindled Pug and 16 
Chestnut on 20th and 38 Small Quaker and 65 
Common Quaker on 25th.  The peak count of 
21 Hebrew Character was a full month later 
on 25th April. 
 

 
Oak Nycteoline 
 
Six species were added to the April checklist, 
five of these admittedly being trapped on the 
last day of the month.  These were Flame 
Carpet, Golden-rod Pug, V-Pug, Least Black 
Arches and Powdered Quaker.  The sixth 
species was an exceptionally early Pale 
Prominent on 25th April.  The V-Pug was a 
major surprise following on from the first 
records in July/August 2004.  Could the 
species be producing two broods already?  It 
was a good year for Least Black Arches, 
another species first recorded in 2004, with 
four on 30th April and five more records of 
one or two moths during May.  A Brindled 
Ochre found on the front porch on 21st April 
was my first since 1997. The Lunar Marbled 
Brown continued to confirm its presence at 
this latitude with singles trapped on 21st and 
25th April.   However the best moth during 
May was a Clouded Silver, another species 
whose northern limit is currently given as 
Argyll. 
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June strikes me as being the perfect month for 
moth trapping.  There is a good variety of 
species but none are particularly numerous.  
June 2004 produced 62 species with only 
Brown Silver-line reaching double figures (10 
on the 7th) while June 2005 produced an 
impressive 78 species with the maximum 
counts of any species being 11 Flame 
Shoulder and 12 True Lover’s Knot on the 
27th.   I had my second records of Scorched 
Wing on 11th June and The Saxon on 19th 
June.  Single Beautiful Brocades on 11th and 
19th may have been descendents of those 
released last year, which had been reared by 
Roy Leverton from a female caught in Glen 
Affric by David Barbour.  It will be 
interesting to see whether this species 
establishes itself in the area in the next few 
years.   
 

 
Scarce Silver Y 
 
As in 2004 I recorded more species in July 
than in any other month albeit a more modest 
81 compared with the 95 species in 2004.  
Inevitably there were fewer new species but a 
splendid Scarce Silver Y on 16th July was the 
highlight of the month.  This was spotted with 
binoculars high up on the wall of the house 
the day after a trapping session but well away 
from the position of the trap.  Four days later 
another, or perhaps the same moth, was found 
on the underside of a buddleia leaf.  July was 
notable for the number of sightings of Barred 
Carpet, a Nationally Scarce A moth.  There 
were six in the Robinson trap on 22nd and 
three on 31st and I also had four records of 

one to three at lighted windows.  Other 
notable July occurrences included three 
Coronets on 15th, the only V-Pug of the 
summer on 22nd and 131 Magpie moths, 71 
True Lover’s Knot and 22 Dotted Clay on 
31st.  
 
The 70 species recorded during August 
included both of our local Nationally Scarce 
A moths; another Barred Carpet on the 5th 
and a Northern Arches on the 12th.  There 
were three additions to the Lochalsh list: Satin 
Beauty, Six-striped Rustic and Angle-striped 
Sallow.  Waring and Townsend mention 
nowhere to the north west of Perthshire within 
the distribution of Satin Beauty or north west 
of the Great Glen within the distribution of 
Angle-striped Sallow, a Nationally Scarce B 
species.  Dotted Clay continued to occur in 
much higher numbers than I have recorded 
before.  There were 13 on the 6th and seven 
on the 11th. 
 
September got off to an interesting start.  The 
first trapping session on the 5th produced 
several very late moths overlapping with an 
early Yellow-line Quaker.  The late moths 
included two Common Lutestring, a Magpie, 
my only two Dotted Carpets of the year and a 
Barred Red.  The catch also included some of 
our less common species locally such as 
Bordered Beauty, The Sallow and The 
Crescent.  Subsequently the weather became 
so dreadful that I was able to put the trap out 
on only one more evening during September 
and that attracted a mere 24 moths of 10 
common species.  However the second half of 
the month was rescued from total disaster by 
the chance discovery of a male Vapourer at 
rest on some washing on our rotary washing 
line on the 24th.  Although generally classed 
as common throughout the British mainland 
David Barbour has only three or four very old 
records for the western side of the Highland 
recording area apart from two which he saw 
on Rum in 2000. 
Nothing outstanding was recorded during 
October but there was the usual mix of 
attractive moths such as Red-green Carpet, 
Autumn Green Carpet, Feathered Thorn, 
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Angle Shades, Red Sword-grass, Merveille du 
Jour and Green-brindled Crescent as well as 
the less spectacular Grey Pine Carpet, 
Autumnal Moth, November Moth, Small 
Wainscot and Yellow-line Quaker. 
 
In the wider Lochalsh area some interesting 
moths were observed during June.  These 
included about 30 Small Argent and Sable 
plus two Silver Hook at Nostie on 14th June, 
Wood Tiger and another Silver Hook near 
Loch Achaidh na h-Inich on 25th June (during 
a dragonfly week-end on the National Trust 
for Scotland’s Balmacara Estate) and a Birch 
Mocha found by Roddie Rankin in his garden 
at Badicaul on 28th June.   
On 8th June Ishbel Cameron found an Argent 
and Sable on the wall of her house at 
Drumbuie.   I was lucky enough to see and 
photograph it later in the day, my first 
sighting of this species since 1998.  Later in 
the year Tom Prescott and Barbara Soutar 
found a larva of Argent and Sable at 
Scalpaidh on 19th August.  The moorland 
between Kyle and Balmacara contains much 
suitable habitat for Argent and Sable and it is 
hoped to make a more detailed search for this 
species next year. 
 

 
Wood Tiger 
 
Tom also ran a very successful butterfly and 
moth workshop at Kyleakin on 17th July. 
Although the weather was dreadful most of 
those who attended went on to the Kinloch 
Woods later in the day and some sharp-eyed 
individual managed to locate two resting Dark 
Green Fritillaries and a Meadow Brown.  This 
allowed closer views than if we had seen 

them flying in bright sunshine!  The following 
day Tom, along with Karen Phillip of SNH 
and Neil Roberts visited the site at Talisker on 
Skye where two rare burnet moths are known 
to occur.  They were successful in finding 
both the Transparent Burnet and the Skye 
sub-species of the Narrow-bordered Five-spot 
Burnet and even had the bonus of seeing 
another Nationally Scarce A species, the Dew 
Moth.  
 
References: 
 
Waring, P. & Townsend, M.  2003.  Field 
Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and 
Ireland.    British Wildlife Publishing, 
Hampshire. 
 
 
Brian Neath 
 
National Moth Night Sat 23 
September 2006 
 
Just a short note to say this is the date for 
National Moth night, if anyone would like to 
run a trap please let us know and we might be 
able to give it some publicity. 
 
Always check it out! 
 
I had a call from a fellow HBRG member 
saying he had possibly seen Dingy Skipper 
and Pearl-bordered Fritillary in Glen 
Urquhart.   The site is an open area of clear 
fell accessible from the forestry track behind 
Polmaily House.  It sounded very possible as 
we apparently had an old record of Chequered 
Skipper from this area (though that seemed 
very unlikely).  This however sounded like a 
good lead so we set off on Saturday 22 May 
and almost immediately we were able to 
confirm Dingy Skipper - fantastic.   Shortly 
after this we were also able to confirm Pearl-
bordered Fritillary was here as well - I have 
run out of superlatives!   Both records are new 
for this square.  We also found a female 
Orange-tip, a Peacock and lots of Speckled 
Woods.  This is not a very large site and it 
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would probably be very worthwhile searching 
around the area for other suitable habitat just 
in case there are other sites close by. 
 
Later in the year while returning from a trip to 
the Black Isle David Barbour stopped off at 
the Green Road to check for Small Blues.  I 
had seen one singleton there in the early 90’s 
but there have been no records since.  He 
confirmed that there were none there but on 
searching the an area closer to Fort George he 
found a colony of them on a fairly large 
expanse of Kidney Vetch.  I visited this new 
site and was able to confirm Small Blue and 
was just as surprised to find  good numbers of 
Dingy Skipper and a Grayling to boot.  This 
was the first record of a Grayling for a very 
long time. 
 
Later still while on a trip to Culbin we were 
fortunate to be able to confirm Green 
Hairstreak in a clearing at the west end of the 
forest. 
 
All told it was a very interesting year. 
 
Jimmy McKellar 
 
 
Bringing Butterflies, Moths and 
People together in the Highlands! 
 
This is Butterfly Conservation Scotland’s new 
two-year project that started in April 2005.  
As you are all too well aware Highland region 
has the lowest human population density in 
the UK and is home to a diverse array of 
butterfly and moths including several key 
species eg: Argent & Sable, Chequered 
Skipper, Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Northern 
Dart and Sword-grass.  However, it is also 
one of the UK’s most under-recorded areas 
for Lepidoptera, including common species 
and we believe that several of the key species 
are far more widespread than current records 
suggest.   
This project aims to address this situation by 
encouraging more recording as well as 
highlighting the importance of butterflies and 
moths as a significant element of the 

biodiversity of the Highlands.  In its first 
season the project ran six volunteer 
workshops aimed at local communities often 
in remote and beautiful parts of the Highlands 
including Milton near Tain, Loch Ness, Skye 
and Lochinver.  Most of these simply focused 
on the common butterflies or moths of the 
area, giving participants an insight into the 
species on their doorstep, how to identify 
them, the habitats they occupy and when and 
where they might see them locally.  Each 
event also had an outdoor element giving 
attendees a chance to meet some of their local 
species in the flesh and use their newly 
acquired knowledge.  Many of these events 
were very well attended showing that there 
are many potential new butterfly and moth 
recorders out there.  This included over 30 
people crowding into the committee room of 
Kyleakin Village Hall on Skye as rain lashed 
down outside.  This event also focused on the 
very rare Talisker Burnet.  This moth is only 
known from 2 or 3 sites on the west coast of 
Skye and nowhere else in the world!  It had 
not been seen for six years, however, with 
great excitement and some relief a survey the 
following day revealed it to be alive and well 
and thriving with over 500 found at its core 
site.   
 

 
 
Plans for next year are still being drawn up 
but the following workshops are currently 
proposed.  If you are interested in attending or 
have contacts in these or other areas in the 
Highlands where workshops could be hosted 
please get in touch. 
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�� Mid-May:  Tain/Spinningdale area in 
Sutherland. The Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary and other spring butterflies  

�� Mid-May:  Cannich/Strathglass area in 
Easter Ross. The Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary and other spring butterflies  

�� Sunday 4th June, Castletown near 
Thurso, Caithness.  Introduction to 
butterflies focusing on the Small Blue. 

�� Early June Lochaber/north Argyll 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary and 
Chequered Skipper.  

�� 28th July South Lochness side 
Introduction to moths 

 
As well as running these workshops it is also 
proposed to focus survey effort on the 
following priority moths Square-spotted Clay, 
Barred Tooth-striped, Northern Dart and 
Transparent and Talisker Burnet to provide a 
better picture of their current distribution and 
status in the Highlands and identify core sites.   
 

 
 
Barred-Tooth Striped  Trichopteryx 
polycommata 
Despite increased awareness and targeted 
fieldwork over the last two years the Barred 
Tooth-striped remains elusive in Scotland.  It 
has only been recorded from three sites since 
2000 and little is known about its ecology and 
habitat requirements to help aid discovery of 
new sites or provide appropriate management 
advice to improve conditions at currently 
known sites.   
Wild privet, the foodplant in the north of 
England does not occur in Scotland and it is 
assumed that ash is used north of the border.  
However, caterpillars have never been found 

in the wild in Scotland and this assumption 
needs to be verified.  Six potential sites were 
surveyed in 2005 but it was only recorded at 
one, Glasdrum National Nature Reserve in 
north Argyll, with adults being trapped on 
23rd April and the very late date of 20th May.  
Further targeted fieldwork is being planned 
for 2006 in the hope to find more colonies and 
gain an insight into the species ecology north 
of the border.   
 
Northern Dart  Xestia alpicola 
This is essentially a montane species 
primarily found at altitudes above 450m.  Its 
main foodplant is crowberry.  It has been 
recorded fairly widely but irregularly from 
most of the mountain ranges in Scotland 
including the Southern Uplands and the more 
mountainous off-shore islands.  It has a two-
year life-cycle, over-wintering twice as a 
caterpillar and local populations are thought 
to be synchronous.  It is believed that adults 
are more common in most areas in “even” 
years.  This species was the focus of National 
Moth Night 2005 on 9th July but non were 
reported.  However five days later an adult 
was caught in a light trap south of Tain in 
Easter Ross and is the first adult recorded for 
five years and the first “odd” year record 
since 1981.  As 2006 is an even year we 
would like to encourage people to target 
trapping for this species when we believe the 
adults are on the wing ie in late June to 
August.  

 
Square-spotted Clay  Xestia rhomboidea 
We know very little about this species in 
Scotland - we have few records of which only 
two are post 2000.  Square-spotted Clay was 
only found at two sites in Scotland in 2005, 
both in Argyll.  This included a new site at 
Glen Nant as well as Taynish National Nature 
Reserve, probably Scotland’s most regular 
site.  Work in England has shown that 
evening searches for caterpillars has proved a 
good method of confirming presence and it 
also identifies breeding sites.  Caterpillar 
surveys are planned for March 2006 in Wester 
Ross in an attempt to gain an insight into this 
species’ habitat requirements in Scotland. 
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Transparent and Talisker Burnet:  Zygaena 
purpuralis & Zygaena lonicerae jocelynae 
The Talisker Burnet is an isolated sub-species 
of the Narrow-bordered Five-Spot Burnet that 
is relatively common across northern, central 
and eastern England.  It has recently started to 
colonise southern Scotland with new colonies 
being established in Dumfries and Galloway 
and the Borders.  The Talisker Burnet was 
only recognised as a sub-species with its 
original discovery at Talisker Bay on Skye in 
1961.  It has subsequently been recorded from 
three sites where there are six colonies, all on 
Skye.  The original site at Talisker Bay is the 
stronghold for this species with four colonies.   
 
The Talisker Burnet is found on south to 
south-west facing ungrazed undercliffs where 
its caterpillar’s main foodplant meadow 
vetchling grows in abundance.  Caterpillar’s 
have also been recorded feeding on common 
bird’s-foot trefoil and red and white clover.  
Occupied sites are usually kept in suitable 
condition by natural rock falls and soil 
slippage.  The instability of their sites is 
therefore an important factor in the creation of 
new suitable habitat.   
 
Several potentially new satellite colonies were 
found last year due to the stalwart efforts of 
Neil Roberts.  However these sites need to be 
revisited, their suitability assessed and new 
areas visited in search for new colonies. 
 
The Transparent Burnet has three blunt red 
streaks on the upperside of its wings and no 
dots and is thus readily distinguishable.  It is 
also a scarce species with a restricted 
distribution and is currently only known from 
25-30 colonies from Skye to the tip of the 
Mull of Kintyre.  Its caterpillars only feed on 
wild thyme and this species can be common 
within its range on and near to where wild 
thyme grows.  Surveys of currently known 
sites or visits to potential new sites where 
there is suitable habitat will be encouraged. 
If you would like to get involved in these 
surveys or have any outstanding records 
please get in touch. 
 

Finally the project also focuses on landowners 
and their advisors and has run four 
demonstration days and site advice has been 
delivered at around twenty sites.  This side of 
the project will also continue in 2006.   
 

 
 
This project is being part-funded by The 
European Community through the North 
Highland and WHELK (Lochaber) 
LEADER+ Programmes, Scottish Natural 
Heritage and the Scottish Executive’s 
Biodiversity Action Grants.  For more 
information about the project simply contact 
Tom. 
 
Dr Tom Prescott 
Highlands and Islands Project Officer 
Email:  tprescott@butterfly-conseration.org  
Tel:  01540 661469 
 
 

Butterfly Badges 
 
Mark Weston who is a volunteer with the 
RSPB is asking members if they would be 
interested in RSPB butterfly pin badges which 
have been added to their British wildlife range 
of badges. 
There are currently two in the range ( Red 
Admiral/ Peacock) with a possible new 
edition in the new year. These are available 
for a suggested donation of £1 per badge and 
can be seen on the Brighton RSPB group 
Website: 
 
 http://rspb.port5.com/news3.html  
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Mark Weston 
Community Fundraising Volunteer 
RSPB South East Regional Office 
Tel: 01903 606581 
E-mail: mark.weston@rspb.org.uk 
www.rspb.org.uk 
Reg. Charity No. 207076 
 

And Finally 
 
Occasionally I am asked for advice on moths 
or some other subject with which I am none to 
familiar, so when I received a call asking for 
information for a forestry student on the Nut 
Leaf Blister Moth Phyllonorycter coryli I said 
I would look it up and get right back.  Where 
does one start?  My first stop was the UK 
Moths website and lo it was there.  I cannot 
stress how wonderful the web and the chap 
who needed the information was pleasantly 
surprised by the quick response.  
 
Jimmy McKellar 
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