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BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION 

HIGHLAND BRANCH 

Note of AGM 12th April 2014 
 

Present 
Jim Asher Malcolm Harvey Brigid Primrose 
Barbara Brodie Janet King Gwen Richards 
Rob Chapman Tony Mainwood Hilary Rolton 
Ray Collier Helen Mainwood Bill Slater 
Christine Farquhar Pete Moore Britt Taylor 
John Grierson Ewan Munro Mike Taylor 
Wilma Grierson Jimmy McKellar Audrey Turner 
Suzanne Gyseman Tom Prescott  
 
1 Welcome and Apologies 
Pete Moore welcomed all to the meeting and explained that due to unforeseen circumstances 
Mark Wynn would not be able to attend and chair the meeting  
 
Apologies  
Mark Wynn (Chairman) Elizabeth Langley Andy Scott 
David Barbour Dot Ruston Hilary Swift 
Margaret Currie Ron Ruston Bob Turner 
Sallie Jack   
 
 
2 - Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of 2013 AGM had been previously circulated to the committee for any necessary 
amendments and thereafter they had been posted on the website.  The minutes were taken as 
read.  Proposed by Tony, seconded by Mike 
 
4 - Chairman’s report 
Pete reported Mark’s observations for the previous year 
 
Mark is continuing to enjoy being the Chair of the Highland Branch and getting involved in an 
active way with BC.  He has met many dedicated people in the organisation whilst representing 
the Highland Branch at national meetings during which he has heard about many of the 
challenges facing BC.  But what has encouraged him the most in the number of people actively 
getting involved as volunteers, not just those on the committee but all those who take the time 
to record what they see whether it be butterflies, moths or both. 
 
The good summer weather of last year meant that there were plenty of butterflies about and that 
helped to raise the profile of BC.   
 
Vice County moth recorders reported the highest annual total of records including some new 
moth species for the Highlands and Islands.  The Garden Moth Scheme allows all to get 
involved in recording moths in a systematic way and it was noted that the garden of someone in 
another branch is in fact their balcony.  Heather Young has written an article in the latest 
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Chequered Skipper (our annual newsletter) about the garden moth scheme, and also in this 
edition is an article by Dot and Ron Ruston on their first attempts into moth trapping. 
 
The “Butterflies for the New Millennium”, the national recording scheme started in 1995 is now 
into its 20th year, during which time there has been some remarkable changes.  In England 
Long tailed Blue has bred and possibly the Queen of Spain fritillary.  As far as the branch area 
is concerned, Ringlet is continuing to expand its range and Comma made it to Farr just south 
west of Inverness, so we should definitely be on the lookout for it.  
 
Because Highland (and Islands) Branch covers such a large area there is still the chance of 
recording something in the area where it hasn’t been recorded before.  Pete noted that he 
wished to record Chequered Skipper outside its known range.  Ewan Munro in his article for the 
Chequered skipper noted that the number of squares surveyed for the Wider Country Butterfly 
Survey was the highest ever but squares that need monitoring were still available.   
 
Mark wished to thank all for their contribution to the Chequered Skipper and especially to 
Audrey Turner for all the hard work she did in putting the newsletter together. 
 
Other thanks went to the all the committee members for supporting Mark in his role of 
Chairman, and to Tom Prescott of BC. 
 
Thanks were also expressed to Bill Slater who has been the branch “Webmaster” for many 
years who unfortunately has had to step down.  But all is not lost, Suzanne Gyseman was 
introduced as our new committee member who has also taken over the role of keeping the “In 
your area” pages on the BC website up to date.  
 
5 - Election of committee member 
Suzanne was formally voted onto the committee, Proposed by Tony and seconded by Malcolm 
 
6 - Website 
Suzanne said although she was able to put information onto the “In your area” pages she was 
not able to do this for the standalone Branch Website.  There was a danger of information 
becoming “out-of-date” and being seen as current if the Branch Website was not kept up to 
date.  Bill reported that he was happy to delete things if they were not current and that he would 
also keep Roy Leverton’s Moth of the month up-to-date.  The importance of having links from 
one site to the other was noted. 
 
If anyone has any suggestions regarding the webpages (Branch and BC) please let the 
committee know.  The Website to be an agenda item at the next committee meeting 
It was noted that the Branch had a Facebook page which had 90 likes. 
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In recognition of all the work Bill 
had done as Webmaster and 
Newsletter editor Bill was 
presented with a framed 
photograph of a Dingy Skipper 
taken by our main speaker of the 
day Jim Asher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 - Treasurer’s Report 
Audrey presented the financial figures given in the tables below showing that our main source of 
income is from BC subscriptions.  Also noted was that we are still getting money from the sale 
of the butterfly atlas trickling in and the grant from the RSPB is to cover work on the Dark 
Bordered Beauty both within Highland and England. 
 
The Expenditure does not include the cost of this years production of the Chequered Skipper 
due to the delay in getting it printed due to problems with the printers. 
 
It was hoped that any underspend could be used to fund expenses for under-recorded butterfly 
and moth squares as we were unlikely to obtain as much financial support from SNH as we had 
done in previous years.  Brigid was thanked for her support in obtaining the previous monies.   
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 Income   

2012-2013  2013-2014  

£1,762.26 Total Brought Forward  £2,143.96  

   

£1,560.00 BC subscriptions  £1,492.34  

£79.80 Atlas Sales  £27.60  

£0.60 Interest   

£7.90 Donations  £60.00  

£393.23 SNH Grants - Under recorded areas  £292.20  

£700.00 RSPB Grant - Dark Bordered Beauty Surveys  £1,000.00  

£100.00 Data Requests   

£190.00 Members fees re Moth ID workshop   

   

£3,031.53 Total Income For Year  £2,872.14  

   

£4,793.79  £5,016.10  

 
 

2012-2013 Expenditure 2013-2014 

£1,048.09 Newsletter costs  

 News-sheet costs £39.01 

£10.50 AGM Notices/Room Hire £11.00 

£14.30 Other Postages  £8.10 

£110.00 MapMate licences £94.50 

£38.49 Insurance £37.67 

£420.00 Aigas Moth ID Course  

£85.50 Committee Expenses  

£393.23 Under recorded area expenses £292.40 

£290.60 RSPB DBB Survey expenses £192.85 

£140.59 Membership Costs £134.21 

£98.53 Payment of previous years creditors £26.47 

 Fundraising/publicity £25.34 

£2,649.83 Total Expenditure For Year £861.55 

£2,143.96 Total Carried Forward  £4,154.55 

£4,793.79  £5,016.10 

 
 
8 - AOCB 
None 
 
9 – Date of Next AGM 
11th April 2015 
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The formal part of the meeting closed but was followed by three talks 
 
Firstly Pete Moore the branch events organiser presented his round-up of some of the events 
we can look forward to in 2014, accompanied by some lovely photographs to get us in the 
mood.  Full details of all events can be found on the Events page of the BC website. 
 
Our first event is a foray into another Branch’s patch (Mull) to assist clearing cotoneaster for the 
wonderful Slender Scotch Burnet 
 
First up in May is an Extravaganza!  The target species being Kentish Glory and Small Dark 
Yellow Underwing.  There is great concern about the SDYU as there hasn’t been a sighting of 
this lovely moth in several years.  Although the trip Audrey is leading is primarily to search for 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary on the exotically named Burma Road at Lynwilg she will also be 
keeping an eye out for the SDYU. 
 
On the 17th May those living in the Fort William area will be treated to Beautiful Butterflies and 
Magical Moths, and the next day there will be a Celebration for the Craigellachie National 
Nature Reserve – volunteers are sought to man the BC stand. 
 
Not content with a trip to another Scottish Branch, this year there is going to be an incursion into 
England (but only as far as Cumbria)! 
 
There will be a Butterfly Walk at Polmaily to see all the benefits for Pearl-bordered Fritillary and 
Dungy Skipper provided by those who have braved all types of weather over the last 4 years 
during the Polmaily work party days.  The work party is being held again in September and for 
those of you who have seen the latest edition of Herald you will note that cake forms a very 
important, not to say essential part of the day.  
 
The weekend of 14/15 June is one I’m particularly looking forward to; a visit to the Isle of Carna 
in Loch Sunart followed by Moth trapping in Glenborrodale, I’m not thinking about the 
midges....yet. 
 
Another exciting outing is to Lochaline to see if we can trap Blomer’s Rivulet to show beyond all 
doubt that it breeds in the area.  Well done to Mary Eagleson for finding it last year. 
 

A seaside walk at Balintore and Shandwick for Northern Brown Argus, Small Blue, Grayling, 
and Six-spot Burnet moths kicks of July. 
 
The (National) Moth Night is being led by Tony in the Ledmore and Migdale woods.  A Moth 
Morning in Fort William will introduce you to the wonderful world of moths.  
 
We will be heading to the hills at Dalwhinnie to look for Mountain Ringlet.  Please note that the 
date is incorrect in the Chequered Skipper, it is going to be Saturday 12th July 2014 or Sunday 
13th July. 
 
Back to sea level, well almost.  There is going to be a walk along Rosemarkie Cliffs the 
following weekend looking for Northern Brown Argus. 
 
At the start of the season we are having an extravaganza.  On the 26th July it is a Moth Mania at 
the RSPB Insh Marshes reserve. 
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Your chance to drive up the wonderful Glen Orrin as the Fairburn Estate has kindly given 
permission for us to take cars up.  I’ve hoofed and cycled up there a few times so I’m looking 
forward to a more leisurely journey. 
 
And finally a walk has been organised from Ballavoulen along the Averon River to Loch Morie. 
 
I’ll eat my midge hood (it has a Perspex window, ideal for moth trapping but will make 
consuming it a bit more difficult) if there isn’t something there to take your fancy. 
 
But of course that is only the trips organised so far.  Remember to look at the website for new 
trips and Audrey will email out what the events are for that month; so in order not to miss out, if 
you haven’t already done so, let Audrey know your email address. 
 
 
Next up was Tom Prescott, Species Conservation Officer, Butterfly Conservation, who 
outlined what we should be looking for in 2014.   
 
Tom covered five main topics  

Under-recorded Moth Squares 
Under-recorded Butterfly Squares 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
Chequered Skipper 
Small Dark Yellow Underwing 

 
The Moths Count team recently announced the exciting news that they plan to produce “A 
Macro-moth Atlas for Britain and Ireland” in 2018.  This will be based on records up to the end 
of 2016, meaning we have only three more full years of fieldwork to contribute records for the 
planned Atlas.  It is therefore important to ensure that we have a good level of recording across 
the country and it is not surprising that several areas in the remoter parts of Scotland are under-
recorded.  In an attempt to resolve this, the map below reflects the current coverage showing 
the number of species of macro-moth recorded for each square, although it doesn’t include all 
the 2013 records.  So what is an under-recorded square? For the 2014 season it is one where 
fewer than 50 species of macro-moths have been recorded. 
 
Want to take part?  Well there may be money available so check with Audrey first if you need 
your expenses covered.  Then, importantly, check with the VC recorder for that area to check 
that no-one else had been there.  If someone else has already said they would visit a particular 
square why not join forces – two traps are better than one.  
 
More details are available on the BC website 
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Targeting Butterfly Recording in the Highlands in 2014 (for those of you who haven’t gone 
completely over to the dark side) 
 
The forthcoming field season is the last in the current five year butterfly recording period ie 
(2010-2014).  It is important, therefore, to try and get as good a coverage as possible across the 
Highlands in 2014.   
 
1995-1999 12,500 records 
2000-2004 12,000 records 
2005-2009 23,300 records  
2010-2014 19,400 and counting 
 
So if 2014 is just an average year we should exceed our previous highest total for the number of 
records.  This would be a major achievement but it would be even better if we could target our 
final year of recording to the under-recorded squares, ie those where only one or less species of 
butterfly have been recorded from 2010 to 2013.  These squares are highlighted in blue in the 
map below. 

 
 
 
Blue squares highlight under-recorded 
10km squares where less than two species 
of butterfly have been recorded.   
Small red dots = 2-7 species. 
Medium red dots = 8-14 species. 
Larger red dots = 15-21 species. 
 
In addition five species deserve targeted 
recording during their respective flight 
periods in the region.  They are; 

1. Purple Hairstreak 
2. Marsh Fritillary 
3. Mountain Ringlet 
4. Dingy Skipper 
5. Large Heath 

 
 

 
For more information about these species and targeting under-recorded squares please contact 
David Barbour the Highland Butterfly Recorder.  Email:  dbfis@btinternet.com  Tel:  01340 
871850.   
 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary 
More monitoring is needed, where to look; open woodland with bracken and violets.  But ideally 
it would be great if people undertook timed counts.  Tom can give you information of areas near 
you that you could visit at the end of May/beginning June to do counts. 
 
Chequered Skipper 
So far most of the monitoring has been done on the Forest Estate, but we are keen to go 
outwith these confines.  Going west, want to do some fieldwork?  Let Tom know and he give 
you a square to visit to survey or do a timed count in. 
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The monitoring on the Chequered Skipper used modelling to determine where should be good 
for the Chequered Skipper and so far it has shown to be a very good predictor, so in the future 
BC may do the same type of thing for Mountain Ringlet and Pearl-bordered Fritillary. 
 
Last but definitely not least the Small Dark Yellow Underwing 
 

 
 Only since 2000 
 
 Before and after 2000 
 
 Not since 2000 
 

 
The Small Dark Yellow Underwing is a 
species we should be very worried 
about.  The map on the left shows just 
how much it has declined and this is 
why 30 people have already said they 
would be coming up from the south to 
join local moth’ers on the weekend of 
the 9th May.  Tom reckons there will be 
at least 40 traps, so we will be split into 
groups and sent to specific areas which 
have suitable habitat (the habitat is the 
same as for Netted Mountain Moth 
which is not showing this decline). 
 
But you don’t need a trap as the SDYU 
is also a day flier, so during the day 
we’ll be looking on the sunny side of 
fence posts. 

 
 
And Tom had one further piece of information; if any caterpillars are found, these will be reared 
and the pheromones extracted.  The pheromone can then by synthesised and used in future 
years to see if this can help with the monitoring process.  (Dr Joe Burman gave a fantastic talk 
on this type of thing at the Recorders’ Gathering in March this year entitled “Insect Pheromones 
– Fine-tuning the smell of sex in the Burnet moths”.)  How fantastic would it to be involved in 
such an important part of conservation and one that is on the frontiers of our knowledge. 
 
If you would like to get involved but can’t make the event contact Tom who will tell you where 
would be good to trap/look which hasn’t already been covered.  
 
But whatever we do Tom left us with the message to have fun. 
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After a short break for refreshments  
 
Pete introduced Jim Asher the Chairman elect of BC council who takes over in November 
whose talk was entitled “Challenges for Butterflies and Butterfly Conservation”. 
 
First, being born in Lewis, Jim told us that the fact Speckled Wood can be found in Stornoway 
was due to the drugs trade.  I know that various beasties have stowed away in consignments of 
fruit and vegetables, but a butterfly in cannabis in the Western Isles!!  No, it wasn’t that, it was 
due to the wealth that James Matheson accrued during the Opium Wars that enabled him to 
purchase the island and plant the trees around Stornoway castle which then allowed the 
butterfly to colonise when it got the chance. 
 
But back to BC.  It has a membership of 23,000; 50 staff; and a turnover of £3million pounds, 
80% of which is spent on conservation of butterflies and moths.  (Jim wondered whether the 
lack of species richness in the Highlands was why so many of us also had a great interest in 
moths.) 
 
So what does BC do, it 

• Owns and manages reserves 
• Monitors butterfly and moth distributions/populations 
• Publishes atlases and reports  
• Advises government and landowners  
• Organises international symposia (the last one in Southampton in April this year included 

information from habitats as diverse as the rainforest to the arctic) 
 
Jim stressed that a lot of this could not be done without the help of volunteers in the 31 
branches across the country.   
 
The expansion in membership (up 4 thousand) was thought to be due to the high profile given 
to the Big Butterfly Count, launched last year by Joanna Lumley.  Forty six thousand people 
took part counting 883,000 butterflies and moths. 
 
Somewhere there is a huge database with 9.7 million records in it, some dating back from as 
early as 1690.  So for the planned new butterfly atlas it is hoped that there will be 10 million 
records to draw on. 
 
Sadly the records show that over two thirds of our butterflies are in decline; some of the maps 
and figures Jim gave us were very sobering: 
High Brown Fritillary down by 49% 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary down by 43% (one reason it features in many of our events) 
 
Even widespread butterflies like the Small Heath have declined (-9%), showing the importance 
of counting the common species alongside the rarer, more specialised ones.  The Wall was 
used to illustrate that whereas it is contracting in some areas it is expanding into others, 
particularly up the Berwickshire and Ayrshire coasts.   
 
But it is not all doom and gloom.  By targeted conservation work the Health Fritillary is up 8%.  
Even although this is from a very low level, it is an increase.  Other species are expanding like 
the Comma probably due to climate change, as demonstrated by the maps and confirmed by 
the picture that Jim showed and copied on the next page. 
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The take home message though is that UK butterflies are in serious decline due to habitat loss, 
degradation and fragmentation of suitable habitat, and we must work on a landscape scale if we 
hope to have long lasting conservation successes. 
 
And the challenges facing BC.  Well like almost everything these days butterflies and moths are 
hit by the tough economic climate.  Not only has government funding been cut drastically but 
there is increased competition for what money there is.  But that doesn’t stop BC having an 
ambitious vision for 2020 some of which are 

• Halt decline of threatened species of butterflies/moths in UK 
• Increase numbers of butterflies and moths  
• Increase public awareness 
• Have 100,000 members and supporters 
• Spend £10m per year on conservation, matched by £20m in volunteer effort 
• Save threatened species 
• Manage key landscapes for threatened species 
• Influence land use policies 
• Conduct research (eg impact of climate change) 
• Have and maintain nature reserves for threatened species  

 
Jim said that we, the branches and volunteers, were key to making this all happen.  By 
recording butterflies and moths, work parties, education and something no-one in the audience 
had heard about, yet, “Species champions” and the SpeciesNet. 
 
Jim praised Highland (& Island) Branch and the work that is done by all, and he was very 
impressed that Audrey had completed the accounts so close to end of the financial year. 
 
And the picture Jim left us with 

 

We need 
your help 
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Before we broke for lunch Tom was presented with a framed copy of Dark Bordered Beauty in 
recognition of his work for BC and in particular the work undertaken in Highland.  Thanks Tom. 
 
It had been hoped to have a walk after lunch to look for butterflies and day flying moths but due 
to the gales outside it was decided that we should forgo this.  However, some had put out moth 
traps the previous evening so there were a few things to look at while we chatted. 
 

Thanks to all who came, and especially our speakers for 
making this another memorable AGM. 

 
See you next year 

 
 

 
 
 
 


